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Ramstem planes to carry
African troops to Sudan

U.S. lending support in peacekeeping mission in troubled region eages

Sherpas deliver every time

Right: Boxy and utilitarian, C-23
Sherpas at Balad air base wait

to carry cargo and people to
airstrips around Iraq. The mid-
sized aircraft flies low and fast to
stay out of trouble and is helping
to keep military bases across Iraq
stocked with critical supplies.
Above: Sgt. Eric Muse, flight
engineer with Company H of the
17 1st Aviation Regiment, looks
out the rear door before the
Sherpa takes off.
Servicemembers working on the
Sherpas say the aircraft is ideal
for Iraq, as very few have heen
attacked and none has been hit.
The speed and low flights mean
that by the time the enemy sees
the plane, it's gone.
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School threat: A high school stu-
dent whose tip about a planned school
massacre landed his friend in jail was
arrested Monday and charged with
being a conspirator in the plot.

Joseph T. Nee, 18, a senior at Marshfield
High School in Plymouth, Mass., whose fa-
ther heads the main Boston police union,
pleaded innocent to conspiracy to commit
mass murder and promotion of anarchy. He
was ordered held without bail pending a
hearing Thursday.

Nee’s tip to police had led to the Sept. 17
arrest of his friend, 16-year-old Tobin
Kerns.

Acting on information from Nee and two
other unnamed witnesses, police said they un-
covered evidence of a plan to carry out an at-
tack that would coincide with the sixth anni-
versary of the Columbine High School shoot-
ings.

Los Alamos lab: Two former Los Alamos
National Laboratory employees accused of
being part of a purchasing scandal that
rocked the nuclear lab two years ago have
pleaded guilty to charges of conspiracy and
mail fraud.

Peter Bussolini, 66, and Scott Alexander,
42, each entered guilty pleas Monday. U.S.
District Judge James Parker said he would
not formally accept the deal until he re-
ceives a pre-sentencing report.

The two were fired in December 2002
after being accused of making hundreds of

of dollars in pur-
chases using a lab account.

World

School seizure: The head of a parliamen-
tary commission in Moscow investigating
last month’s school hostage crisis on Tues-
day officials’ that the

i safety: at

i Motors Corp.

in Tokyo observe a

moment of silence Tuesday on the anniversary of a 2002 accident in which a driver died
after the brakes in his Mitsubishi truck failed due to a defect in the clutch system. The firm
has been struggling to recover from a series of massive recalls for dozens of flaws that led
to two fatal accidents and triggered concerns about the company’s safety record. Mitsubishi
pledged Tuesday to make safety its top priority.

Iran’s nuclear program: The foreign min-
isters of Britain and Germany on Tuesday
urged Iran to indefinitely suspend its nucle-
ar program and avoid a showdown next
month with the U.N. nuclear agency.

Foreign Secretary Jack Straw and his Ger-
man counterpart Joschka Fischer said the

Chinese leaders are lobbying North Ko-
rea’s No. 2 leader, Kim Yong Nam, during a
visit to Beijing to bring his country back to

on demands that his country give up
its nuclear ambitions.

Business

international lacked

in Iran, which last year agreed to suspend
uranium enrichment but has since resumed
testing, assembling and making centrifuges
used in the process.

Albania bus wreck: A road accident that
killed 15 Kosovo students returning from

FAIers wore using narcotics, saying he be-
lieves they were deranged by an unknown

The prosecutor-general’s office this week
said autopsies of the terrorists who seized
hundreds of hostages Sept. 1 at a school in
the town of Beslan showed that several had
higher-than-lethal doses of narcotics.
Narcotic drugs induce stupors and slow
reactions, and commission head Alexander
Torshin said he was uncomfortable with the
prosecutor’s office’s contention.

Head scarves controversy: Sikhs must re-
spect France’s new law banning conspicu-
ous religious signs from public schools, the
education minister said Tuesday, as three
Sikhs refusing to take off their turbans
brought their case to court.

The Sikhs’ case is the first known court ac-
tion over the law since it took effect in Sep-
tember.

Education Minister Francois Fillon said
there remain about 70 cases of students de-

e law — mainly involving girls refus-
ing to remove their Islamic head scarves —
since the measure took effect at the start of
the school year on Sept. 2.

Ibania has not stopped other
students from making a similar excursion,
Albanian media reported Monday.

Another group of 100 Kosovo students
from Urosevac, 25 miles south of Pristina
came to Albania on Sunday, the Shekulli
newspaper said.

“We are very sorry for our colleagues,
but ... we want to go ahead,” the newspaper
quoted one student as saying.

in terror arrests: Police broke up a
rad:ca] Muslim cell that had been plotting to
blow up the National Court, a hub of Spain’s
investigations of Islamic terrorism, officials
said Tuesday.

Seven suspects were arrested on Monday
in Madrid and southern Spain, and one
more Tuesday in the northern city of Pam-
plona. Most are Algerian, and some had con-
tacts with militants elsewhere in Europe,
the United States and Australia.

North Korea nuclear talks: North Korea
said it still wants to solve the dispute over its
nuclear weapons programs through six-na-
tion talks, after China urged it to respond to
the “common wish” of the international com-
munity, a Chinese official said Tuesday.

Coca-Cola anti-trust case: The European
Union reached a settlement Tuesday of its
long-running antitrust case against The
Coca-Cola Co. under which the world’s big-
gest soft-drink company agreed to change
sales practices that helped it win roughly
half the market in Europe.

The changes include an end to exclusivity
arrangements with stores or restaurants
and allowing rival drinks into Coke-branded
coolers, Monti said. The deal allows Atlan-
ta-based Coke to avoid a fine and potentially
years of continued legal wrangling.

War on terrorism

Guantanamo review tribunals: A U.S. mili-
tary review panel on Monday issued deci-
sions on seven detainees at Guantanamo
Bay, Cuba, ordering them to remain in custo-
dy as so-called enemy combatants, an offi-
cial said.

There have been 183 review hearings so
far and 96 decisions have been announced,
said Navy Lt. Cmdr. Daryl Borgquist, a
spokesman for the Combatant Status Re-
view Tribunals. The military did not give an
explanation on the seven decisions an-
nounced Monday.

The review panels have so far released
one prisoner after deciding he was improp-
erly held for more than two years as an
“enemy combatant,” a classification giving
fewer legal protections than that of a prison-
er of war.

Stories and photo from The Associated Press

Clarification

A story in Friday’s editions about a soldier killed in Iraq con-
tained incomplete information. The soldier, Spc. Morgen Jacobs,
also was survived by his natural father, Michael Cummings.
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Ramstein planes to fly African troops to Sudan

BY MARNI MCENTEE
Stars and Stripes

KAISERSLAUTERN, Germany — Two
C-130 Hercules transport planes from
Ramstein Air Base will help shuttle Afri-
can peacekeeping troops to Sudan’s trou-
bled Darfur region this month, officials
from the U.S. Air Forces in Europe said
Tuesday.

The 86th Airlift Wing planes will help
carry some 3,500 African Union troops to
the region, where more than 1.6 million
people have been displaced during a
20-month civil war.

The White House said Monday that
President Bush directed Defense Secre-
tary Donald H. Rumsfeld to make the

planes available for two weeks to support
part of the African Union mission in
Sudan, according to a White House state-
ment.

The United States is working with
other nations, including Australia, Bel-
gium, Canada, France, the Netherlands
and the United Kingdom, along with the
European Union, to expand the peace-
keeping mission, the statement said. The
additional troops are meant to quell vio-
lence to allow for the free flow of humani-
tarian aid to the region. Up to 70,000 peo-
ple have died since March due to their
squalid living conditions since being dis-
placed from their villages, the United Na-
tions said.

The Ramstein aircraft will help ferry
troops from neighboring African nations to
the Sudan, USAFE spokesman Maj.
Patrick Ryder said Tuesday.

The base hosts two C-130 squadrons,
used primarily for carrying troops and sup-
plies in the U.S. European Command area
of operations.

The first 1,000 African peacekeeping
troops are expected to come from Rwan
and Nigeria, the White House statement
said.

The African Union mission’s lmmed:ale

ment said.

At this time, the Ramstein planes will
carry only troops, not humanitarian sup-
plies, to the region, Ryder said.

Australia has offered two C-130 Her-
cules planes as well. The United States has
allocated an additional $20.5 million to pro-
vide for logistical assistance to support the
peacekeeping mission.

The United States has demanded that
Khartoum end its support for the Arab Jan-
jaweed militia, which is accused of an eth-
nic cleansing campaign against the re-

gion’s black African popula-

goal is to “intensify f the
cease-fire and help create condmons toin-

tion.

crease the free flow of assis-
tance to the people of Darfur,” the state-

E-mail Marni McEntee at:
mcenteem@mail.estripes.osd.mil

Sgt. Gabriel De La Rosa of U.S. Marine Corps Security Forces, based in Rota, Spain, loads a round of rubber ball

CHARLIE COON/Stars and Stripes.

o his

M203 40 mm grenade launcher Monday during Nonlethal Weapons Training at Panzer Casern in Stuttgart, Germany.

Marines learn nonlethal tactics

Stuttgart training teaches troops how not to kill enemy

BY CHARLIE COON
Stars and Stripes

STUTTGART, Germany — Marines
are taught to kill soon after they be-
come Marines.

Some, though, are currently in Stut-
tgart learning nonlethal ways to do
their jobs.

“If we were going up against rioters
or even peaceful demonstrators, we'd
have a way to disperse the crowd with-
out having to use lethal force on them,”
said Sgt. Scott Hill of U.S. Marine
Corps Forces Europe, one of 14 Ma-
rines taking two weeks of Nonlethal
‘Weapons Training at Panzer Casern.

Nonlethal munitions, such as rubber
and foam bullets and sting-ball gre-
nades, are available for use right now
in Iraq, according to Staff Sgt. David
Smith, an instructor with the 2nd Spe-
cial Operations Training Group, 2nd
Marine Expeditionary Force from
Camp Lejeune, N.C.

The situation in Iraq might currently
be too threatening for U.S. troops to use
anything other than real bullets, Smith
said. But he said nonlethal weapons
could eventually play an increasing
role in helping troops control crowds
wherever it’s needed.

“I'wouldn’t want to replace my lethal-
ity with [nonlethal weaponry],” Smith
said. “But I'd like to augment with it.”

Nonlethal force, the Marines are
being taught, is a better option to use in
some situations: to keep people away
during rescues or evacuations, to help
local police quell out-of-control riots
and demonstrations and to enforce
keep-out zones.

Smith, of Springfield, Ohio, told
about a humanitarian mission in Soma-
lia when the crowd rushed a food give-
away site.

“They just wanted food; they didn’t
mean to be aggresslve,” he said. “They
were just hungry.”

Hill, of Chesterland, Ohio, said that
two years ago when the 4th Marine Ex-
peditionary Brigade reopened the U.S.
Embassy in Kabul, Afghanistan, he
might have felt more comfortable hav-
ing nonlethal munitions available.

Nothing happened as the Marines
were escorting the Afghan workers
around the compound, Hill said, but
nonlethal weaponry “could have been
useful.”

The nonlethal munitions included
beanbags, foam and rubber slugs, and
rubber balls that are fired like buck-
shot. All are fired by Mossberg

590-model 12-gauge shotguns or from
grenade launchers attached to the Ma-
rines’ M-16 rifles.

There also are hand-thrown gre-
nades that shoot eraser-size rubber
“sting-balls” when they detonate.

The itions aren’t for -

Sailors residing
in Navy housing
across Europe

to receive survey

BY JASON CHUDY
Stars and Stripes

NAPLES, Italy — Sailors living in Navy-run
housing throughout Europe will be receiving a resi-
dent satisfaction survey sometime in the next
week.

“The idea is to deliver one to every [Navy] govern-
ment-run unit .... in the European theater,” said Jose
Mascarenhas, Navy Region Europe’s housing pro-
gram director.

The survey is expected to take about 10 minutes to
complete and comes with a pre-addressed, post-
age-paid return envelope for CEL & Associates Inc.,
which will tally the

results. ;
Navy officials will Housing
see the overall re-  offjcials will
sults, but not individ-
ual surveys or com- take the
ment cards.
“It’s entirely anon- results and
us,  nobody

compare them
to last year’s
results and
use any

ymo
knows who malled [a
survey responsel,”
Mascarenhas said.
Results of the sur-
vey are expected
around March 2005

ers; their effective ranges are usually
closer than 50 meters.

“Any time we're dealing with crowds
we’re going to be up close with them,”
Hill said. “So the range of the ammuni-
tion shouldn’t be a problem.”

The Marines are being taught the
course so they can turn around and
train their units. Ten of the students
were from MARFOREUR; four made
the trip from U.S. Marine Corps Securi-
ty Forces in Rota, Spain.

Among the topics: the effective range
of the different weapons; circumstanc-
es when the nonlethal weapons could
actually kill someone; and which muni-
tions are appropriate for different situa-
tions.

Maj. Shannon Geaney of Long Beach,
Calif., and MARFOREUR, said nonle-
thal weapons are for “military opera-
tions other than war.”

“No longer do we look at every
enemy as a mortal enemy,” she said.

E-mail Charlie Coon at:
oonc@mail.estripes.osd.mil

andwill bepostedon — comments to
Naval Insla].lauons

improve their
services.

Web site, Mascaren-
has said, and individ-
ual bases also will
get the results out to
residents.

Housing officials will take the results and com-
pare them to last year’s results and use any com-
ments to improve their services, he said.

“This gives a better idea of how the residents feel
about government housing,” he said.

“We’ve implemented lots of changes ...
results we got back from the surveys.”

In Naples and Gaeta, housing personnel will be de-
livering the surveys door-to-door on Thursday; La
Maddalena residents will receive theirs Friday;
Rota, Spain, residents should expect theirs some-
time this week; and Sigonella residents will get
theirs on Oct. 27.

“We encourage people to turn [completed forms]
in the week they receive them,” Mascarenhas said.
“This way we can get all their input, which is what
we’re seeking — feedback from the residents. All of
us want good turnout, as many people to turn it in as
possible.”

E-mail Jason Chudy at: chudyj@mail.estripes.osd.mil

based on
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Veteran aid worker in Iraq abducted

CARE International’s local director kidnapped despite history of helping Iraqis

BY TINI TRAN
The Associated Press

BAGHDAD — Insurgents ab-
ducted the local director of CARE
International from her car in
Baghdad on Tuesday, targeting a
charity work-
er who has
championed
ordinary Ira-
qis for de-
cades. In

contractor
and at least
four Iraqi Na-
tional Guard members and
‘wounded 80 Iraqgis, the U.S. mili-
tary said.

Margaret Hassan was kid-
napped while being driven to
work about 7:30 a.m. in a western
neighborhood of the capital, a
CARE employee who spoke on
the condition of anonymity said.
The employee said CARE did not
employ armed guards.

Hours later, Al-Jazeera televi-
sion aired a brief video of Hassan
in captivity. She sat on a couch in
a room, speaking — though there
was no audio — and no gunmen
were visible in the footage.

Al-Jazeera said an “armed
Traqi group” claimed responsibili-
ty for the kidnapping but did not
say whether any demands were
made.

The abduction highlighted that
no one is immune from the wave
of kidnappings in the Iraqi capi-
tal. Hassan has lived in Iraq for
30 years, helping supply medl-
cines and other humanitarian ai
and speaking out about Iragis’ suf-
fering under international sac-
tions during the 1990s.

Violence in Iraq has pushed
many humanitarian groups to
leave the country or withdraw for-
eign workers — particularly after
deadly bombings against the Unit-
ed Nations and international Red
Cross last year.

Kidnappings have become a
prime strategy for insurgents aim-
ing to drive out U.S. allies in Iraq
and spread chaos. Two Italian aid
workers were snatched from
their Baghdad office last month
and later released. More than 150
foreigners have been kidnapped
in Iraq, and at least 30 captives
have been killed.

South of Baghdad, Iraqi securi-
ty forces and U.S. Marines car-
ried out raids this week that re-
sulted in the arrest of nearly 130
suspected insurgents, the U.S. mil-
itary said Tuesday. The sweep in-
cluded areas where British media
say British forces might be rede-
ployed at the request of the U.S.
command to free up American
forces to move against insurgent
strongholds.

The raids took place Sunday

Hassan

&k As of now we are unaware of the motives.
As far as we know,
Margaret is unharmed.¥y
CARE International, United Kingdom

and Monday in and around the cit-
ies of Iskandariyah, Yusufiyah
and Latifiyah. Four of those de-
tained Monday were suspected in
an attack on the joint forces earli-
er the same day, the military said.

U.S. officials have admitted in
the past that faulty intelligence
had led to the arrest of thousands
of Iragis who had no ties to the in-
surgency. However, ~officials
claim their intelligence is better
now that Iraqi security forces are
playing important roles in such
operations.

North of the capital, a barrage
of six mortars hit the headquar-
ters of the Iraqi National Guard
early Tuesday just as troops were
lining up in formation, said inter-
national officials and National
Guard officers on the condition of
anonymity.

Four guardsmen were killed
and 80 wounded, the U.S. military
said, citing the Iraqi Defense Min-
istry. Iraqi officers on the scene
said five guardsmen had been
Killed and more than 100 injured,
some severely.

The Iraqi National Guard has
been a frequent target of insur-
gents trying to undermine
U.S.-led security efforts ahead of
January national elections.

Meanwhile, a separate mortar
and rocket attack on a U.S. mili-
tary base in central Baghdad on
Tuesday killed an American work-
ing for KBR, a subsidiary of the
Houston-based Halliburton’s en-
gineering and construction sub-
sidiary, said Megan Mason,
spokeswoman for the company in
Baghdad.

A US. soldier was also wound-
ed in the 5 a.m. attack, the mili-
tary said. Halliburton and its sub-
contractors have lost 54 person-
nel in Kuwait and Iraq, Mason
said.

In northern Iraq, saboteurs
blasted an oil pipeline Monday
night, reducing the flow to an ex-
port terminal by 8 percent, police
and an oil official said. Firefight-
ers battled a blaze in the pipeline,
8 miles outside the town of Beiji,
until Tuesday morning.

The pipeline usually pumps
350,000 to 400,000 barrels a day
to Ceyhan, the terminal on south-
ern Turkey’s Mediterranean
coast. The blast wrecked that sec-
tion of the pipeline, which would
have to be replaced, an official
with the Northern Oil company
said.

He added that the flow to the ex-
port terminal in Turkey would
fall by 8 percent. “Exports have
not been halted be-

cause another line is operation-
al,” the official said.

Iraq’s oil industry has been hit
by repeated insurgent attacks,
hampering attempts to rebuild a
sector that provides desperately
needed money for Iraq’s recon-
struction efforts.

There was no immediate word
on who abducted Hassan.

“As of now we are unaware of
the motives,” CARE Internation-
al, United Kingdom said in a state-
ment released in London and
read to The Associated Press in
Baghdad. “As far as we know,
Margaret is unharmed.”

CARE International has been
active in Iraq since 1991 follow-
ing the Gulf War, with programs
focusing on rebulldmg and main-
taining water and sys-

and beheading of 62-year-old Brit-
ish engineer Ken Bigley. It comes
as Britons are debating the mer-
its of the U.S. request to redeploy
some British troops — a move
that could put them in greater
danger.

Prime Minister Tony Blair said
Tuesday that British troops
would only be redeployed to the
more volatile, U.S.-controlled sec-
tor of Iraq if it was militarily justi-
fied.

“No decision will be taken to re-
deploy British troops unless it is
clear militarily that that should
and can happen,” he added.

Blair rejected accusations that
any redeployment would be a po-
litical gesture to help President
Bush ahead of Nov. 2 presidential
elections in the United States.

“The only elections that matter
in this regard are the Iraqi elec-
tions that happen next January.”

Moving a contingent of British
troops further north would be
aimed at freeing up American
forces to launch a new effort

tems, hospitals and clinics, ac-
cording to the group’s Web site.
Hassan’s abduction is a poten-
tial new political snarl for Britain,
on the heels of the kidnapping

against
number of regions in the Sunni
Triangle north and west of Bagh-
dad — the city of Fallujah in par-
ticular — before the January
vote.

U.S. deaths in Iraq

The Associated Press

As of Monday, Oct. 18, at least
1,102 members of the U.S. mi
tary have died since the begin-
ning of the Iraq war in March
2003, according to an Associat-
ed Press count. Of those, 846
died as a result of hostile action
and 256 died of nonhostile caus-
es, according to the Defense De-
partment. The figures include
three military civilians.

The British military has re-
ported 67 deaths; Italy, 19; Po-
land, 13; Spain, 11; Ukraine,
nine; Bulgaria, six; Slovakia,
three; Thailand, two; the Nether-
lands, two; and Denmark, El Sal-
vador, Estonia, Hungary and
Latvia have reported one death
each.

Since May 1, 2003, when Pres-
ident Bush declared that major
combat operations in Iraq had
ended, 964 U.S. military mem-
bers have died — 737 as a result
of hostile action and 227 of non-
hostile causes, according to the
military’s numbers.

The latest deaths reported by
the military:

M No deaths reported.

The latest identifications re-
ported by the Department of De-
fense:

B Marine Cpl. William L
Salazar, 26, Las Vegas; killed
Friday in hostile action in Anbar
province, Iraq; assigned to
Headguarters Battalion, 1st Ma-
rine Division, I Marine Expedi-

tionary Force, Camp Pendleton,
Calif.

W Army Capt. Christopher B.
Johnson, 29, Excelsior Springs,
Mo., and Army Chief Warrant
Officer William I. Brennan, 36,
Bethlehem, Conn.; killed Satur-
day in Baghdad when their heli-
copter crashed; assigned to the
1st Battalion, 25th Aviation,
25th Infantry Division, Wheeler
Army Air Field, Hawaii.

B Army Sgt. Michael G.
Owen, 31, Phoenix, and Army
Spe. Jonathan J. Santos, 22, Bell-
ingham, Wash; killed Friday
when an explosive detonated
near their vehicle; assigned to

Italy won’t redeploy

ROME — The Italian defense
minister on Tuesday ruled out
that Italian troops in Iraq, current-
ly based in the southern part of
the country, will redeploy near
Baghdad, as some British troops
have been asked to, an Italian
news agency said.

The comments by Antonio Mar-
tino were made hours after the
British government said it is
strongly considering a U.S. re-
quest to redeploy some British
troaps closer to Baghdad so the in-
surgency in central Iraq can be
dealt with ahead of Iraqi elec-
tions.

The United States has asked
Britain to move a small number
of troops to free up American forc-
es for anti-insurgency operations.

The British troops are based in
southern Irag.

Italy, however, has so far re-
ceived no similar request by
Washington, the Italian Defense
Ministry said Tuesday.

Ttaly has about 3,000 troops —
the U.S.-led coalition’s third larg-
est force — based in the southern
city of Nasiriyah. The south is rel-
atively peaceful, compared to a
volatile and more violent rest of
the country.

Election workers resuced

KABUL, Afghanistan — NATO
helicopters on Tuesday rescued a
team of Afghan election workers
from snowbound mountains in
the country’s remotest corner,
and retrieved the last four ballot
boxes containing votes from its
landmark presidential poll, the al-
liance said.

The four election workers and
two police officers had been stuck
in freezing conditions in north-
eastern Badakhshan province
since Oct. 12.

On that day, a U.N. helicopter
sent to collect them crash-landed
in the towering Pamir range, in
an illustration of the difficulties
facing election organizers.

Donkeys have also been used to
bring ballots from remote valleys
in other parts of Badakhshan.

The victims were suffering
from hypothermia, dehydration
and breathing difficulties, but
were released from a German
field hospital in the northern city
of Kunduz after a checkup.

Ballots from the four boxes —
the last to be retrieved from the
Oct. 9 election —

the Army’s 9th P
Operations Battalion, 4th Psy-
chological Operations Group
(Airborne), Fort Bragg, N.C.

Three soldiers were killed
Thursday in Ramadi, Iraq,
when an explosive detonated
near their convoy:

WArmy Staff Sgt. Omer T.
Hawkins II, 31, Cherry Fork,
Ohio; assigned to the 44th Engi-
neer Battalion, Camp Howze,
South Korea.

W Army Pfc. Mark A. Barbret,
22, Shelby Township, Mich.; as-
signed to the 44th Engineer Bal-
talion, Camp Howze, South
Korea

Army Spc. Bradley S.
Beard 22, Chapel Hill, N.C; as-
signed to the 2nd Battalion, 17th
Field Artillery Regiment, 2nd In-
fantry Division, Camp Red
Cloud, Korea.

were delivered to the counting
center in Kunduz.

No pleas in drowning

FORT HOOD, Texas — Two
soldiers accused in the drowning
of an Iragi civilian declined to
enter pleas at their arraignment
in military court Tuesday.

1st Lt. Jack Saville and Sgt. 1st
Class Tracy Perkins of the 4th In-
fantry Division face courts-mar-
tial on charges of involuntary
manslaughter, assault, making
false official statements and ob-
struction of justice.

Perkins’ trial date was set for
Oct. 26 and Saville’s will start in
January. Both men on Tuesday
deferred their pleas and did not
say whether they want to be tried
by a judge or a military jury.

From The Associated Press
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48th Fighter Wing takes control of 85th Group

The 48th Fighter Wing has taken over control of the 85th Group in a
largely symbolic ceremony last week at RAF Lakenheath, England.

The 85th Group — a tenant unit of Naval Air Station Keflavik, Ice-
land, is a component of the U.S. European Command’s Iceland De-
fense Force. The 85th Group, an independent unit comprised of seven
squadrons and 13 staff agencies, had been assigned to the 3rd Air
Force.

“The 85th Group’s exceptional duty performance and its importance
to the Iceland Defense Force won't change,” said Maj. Gen. Mike
Gould, 3rd Air Force commander, who presided over the ceremony.
“The U.S. military’s commitment to our Icelandic allies and their de-
fense won't change. Having the 85th Group report to the 48th Fighter
Wing will simply enhance what is already there.”

Counselors on hand to help last-minute voters

KAISERSLAUTERN, Germany — Voting assistance counselors will
be on hand during peak hours at Ramstein Air Base’s Northside Post
Office this week to help last-minute voters mail their ballots.

Voters who haven't received their absentee ballots or have other
questions or concerns can talk with counselors from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.
and 4-5:30 p.m. Wednesday through Friday.

The counselors will be able to provide Federal Write-In Absentee
Ballots to voters who need them, said Maj. Brad Hammant, installation
voting assistance officer for Ramstein and other 435th Air Base Wing
facilities.

The write-in ballots are in limited supply, so voters will have to go to
the post office while counselors are there in order to get one, he said.

U.S. to give Poland $66M to modernize military

WARSAW, Poland — The United States will give Poland some $66
‘million over the next year to help modernize its armed forces, more
than doubling Washington’s military aid this year to a key ally in Iraq,
a senior Polish official said Monday.

The Polish military will spend the aid on Humvee armored vehicles
and Hercules aircraft meant to improve the security of convoys in Iraq
and on other missions, deputy Defense Minister Janusz Zemke told
TVN24 television. The aid figure for the fiscal year starting this month
compares with less than $30 million in the past year.

“We are in a phase of concrete talks about concrete equipment,”
Zemke said.

From staff and wire reports
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Navy reassigns squadron
leader ahoard carrier

Replaced for a ‘liberty incident’ during a port visit

BY SCOTT SCHONAUER
Stars and Stripes

NAVAL STATION ROTA,
Spain — The Navy has reassigned
an F-14 Tomcat fighter squadron
commander deployed aboard the
aircraft carrier USS John F.
Kennedy for a “liberty incident”
that occurred on a port visit.

Rear Adm. Barry McCullough,
commander of the Kennedy
Strike Group, replaced Cmdr.
Guy Maiden with Capt. W.R. Mas-
sey on Sunday, said Mike Maus, a
U.S. Atlantic Fleet spokesman in
Norfolk, Va. Maus said he could
not give any details of the off-duty
incident because of privacy con-
cerns.

Maiden was the top officer in
charge of Fighter Squadron 103
nicknamed the “Jolly Rogers.”

The Navy announced Tuesday
that McCullough took “adminis-
trative action” against Maiden
after a review of the investigation
into the Oct. 11 incident.

The ship was making a port
visit in Dubai, United Arab Emir-
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&k The U.S. Navy
takes these

incidents very

seriously
and holds
servicemembers
accountable. 9y
U.S. Navy statement

ates, when the incident hap-
pened, Maus said.

“The U.S. Navy takes these inci-
dents very seriously and holds
servicemembers  accountable,”
the Navy said in a statement.
“The JFK Strike Group leader-
ship took immediate action to en-
sure and reinforce accountability
for individual actions.”

Cmdr. David Landess is en
route to the carrier to take com-
mand of the squadron. He will
serve as the interim commander
until the Navy selects a replace-
ment, Maus said. Massey, who is

Daewoo Progressive Scan DVD Player w/Karaoke Aiwa Micro System
XR mzo
. cwuw PLAYE

+ Synth tuner, €D syncro
* Full range speaker system

deputy commander of Carrier Air
Wing 17, will be in command
until Landess arrives aboard

Maiden will be temporarily as-
signed to a command in the Unit-
ed States.

The Kennedy, which is de-
ployed to the Middle East, has
had a tumultuous year.

On Oct. 8, the Navy replaced
Rear Adm. John Godlweski as
commander of the Kennedy carri-
er group because of unforeseen
complications with a pre-existing
medical condition.

On Aug. 27, the Navy fired the
commander of the Kennedy be-
cause of a collision between the
carrier and a small wooden boat
in the Persian Gulf.

Earlier this month, a report re-
leased by the Navy said faulty
equipment aboard the Kennedy
and the failure of department
heads contributed to the death of
a sailor who died in April of toxic
fumes while working in the sew-
age pump room.

E-mail Scott Schonauer at:
schonauers@mail.estripes.osd.mil
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Sherpas prove ‘the aircraft that can’ in Iraq

BY JULIANA GITTLER
Stars and Stripes

BALAD AIR BASE, Iraq
ourteen  hours  before
takeoff, the operations
center of the 171st Avia-
tion Regiment, owner of

the C-23 Sherpa, gets a call that

absentee ballots must absolutely,
positively get to an airfield south-
west of Mosul.

Can it do it? Of course.

Chief Warrant Officer 4 James
Jackson, operations officer, adds
an extra stop on a planned flight
to Mosul.

Throughout the evening, he’ll
continue to change the cargo list:
adding a needed box of blood for
one stop and a crew of F-16 me-
chanics to another. Each time the
phone rings, the mission can

change.
“The Sherpa is the aircraft that
can,” said Lt. Col. Steven

Campfield, commander of the 6th
Battalion, 52nd Aviation Regi-
ment, which includes the Sherpa
company. “I would say the Sher-
pa has been the workhorse in this
theater.”

It moves critical supplies such
as blood, repair parts and ammu-
muon to anywhere with an air-
stri

For safety, pilots fly low and
fast, racing along at 200 miles per
hour, 100 feet above ground or oc-
casionally lower.

“We dodge power lines,” said
pilot Chief Warrant Officer 4
Dave Smith. “We’re down there
with the helicopters for the most

part.

Danger in a tin can

Back in the States, Sherpas
have the same mission, moving
small groups of people and medi-
um-size cargo loads.

“All we really did was lift up,
change the scenery and add the
threat,” said Maj. John D. Boyer,
company commander.

The threats, surface-to-air mis-
siles, small-arms and indirect
fire, force pilots to fly in a safety
zone barely off the ground, a
place many pilots have flown be-
fore.

“A lot of [flying] tactics are de-
termined from reaching back in
our brains to our helicopter days.
Although you're moving a lot fast-
er than a helicopter, it's not very
different,” Boyer said.

At a low altitude, pilots use vi-
sion, not instruments, to navigate.
Pilots and crew stand constant
watch for wires, towers, hapless
birds and anything suspicious on
the ground.

“When we first got here, every-
thing was out of the ordinary,” said
Sgt. Eric Muse, flight engineer.
“That was kind of unnerving.”

Very few Sherpas have been at-

tacked and none have been hit.
The speed and low flights mean
that by the time the enemy sees
the plane, it’s gone.

“You always worry about it, but
you get used to it,” said Chief War-
Tant Officer 4 Ken Long.

It’s often the more banal obsta-
cles that are a concern.

“When you're going 200 miles
an hour, a 3-pound bird can have
a huge impact,” Smith said.

“All of us have hit birds,” J.
son added. “I've seen some birds
do some really bad things. Large
flocks of small birds, they look
]usl hke a big cloud in front of

s low enough to see rocks and
shrubs, and smiles —or not — on
people’s faces.

“You can see their expressions,
it's great,” Muse said.

Pilots say flying low isn’t neces-
sarily difficult but requires in-
tense concentration and can tire
out a crew quickly.

“It's demanding at low alti-
tude,” Smnh said. “It’s physically
demanding.

And unlike during higher-eleva-
tion flights, crews can never take
a breather and rely on autopilot.

On hot days, the cockpit can
reach 130 degrees and the heat
causes greater turbulence.

Out of the sky

Sherpas belong to the Army Na-
tional Guard. They’ve been in use
in the States for more than a de-
cade but are now proving their
mettle.

The aircraft came to the Army
unexpectedly, said Dale Chrisen-
berry, company maintenance of-

icer.
In the 1980s, Congress bought

In Irag, the small cargo hauler specializes in getting urgently
needed supplles quickly to bases with airstrips.
Dimensions: 58 feet long, 74-foot wingspan, 16 feet tall
Speed: 218 mph
Range: 770 miles when carrying 5,000 pounds
Maximum cargo weight: 7,000 pounds
Crew: Three to four crewmembers

Source: U.S. Army

12 from a company in Northern
Ireland. The Army tried using
them, then handed them to the Na-
tional Guard. Congress bought a
total of 44 for the Guard after
they proved effective in moving
people and cargo in the United
States.

They served a limited role in
the Persian Gulf War, moving
cargo in the rear. For Operation
Iragi Freedom, they were
brought in to Kuwait to take some
burden off other means of trans-
portation, Chrisenberry said.

To cut flying time and distance,
the unit moved this year to Balad,

From the
cockpit of the
c-23

Sherpa, the
view over Iraq
is crisp and

100 feet or
less to the
ground. The
pilots,
including
Chief Warrant
Officer 4 Ken

and fast to
reduce
exposure to
attacks,

JULIANA GITTLER
Stars and Stripes.

amore central city in the country.
From the hub there, pilots circle
out to local airstrips, from Mosul
in the north to Kuwait in the
south.

The C-23 can move quickly
around the theater and provide
similar supply capabilities as the
CH-47 Chinook.

“They needed something in the
theater that could do what the Chi-
nook does but with less down
time for maintenance,” Chrisen-
berry said. “There’s nothing in
the middle but the C-23.”

Sherpas move about a half mil-
lion tons of cargo a month and
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have ferried 9,000 people in six
‘months, Campbell said.

“We can move 200 pounds of
blood to Mosul in two hours,” he
said.

In July, with a day’s notice, the
company raced blood and ammu-
nition to Fallujah to replenish Ma-
rines fighting there.

Not built for looks

Most people are surprised
when they see the boxy prop.

“That’s one thing we’re actual-
ly kidded about,” Chrisenberry
said. “It looks like an antique.”

The planes, all about 20 years
old, are made of aluminum boxes
welded together. Inside, the ceil-
ing is 6 feet high. They're made
cheap and are perfect for cargo.

“It's a very durable aircraft.
It’s not built for looks,” Chrisen-
berry said.

For passengers, the ride can be
uncomfortable, particularly in
summer when turbulent air
builds at low levels, giving it
more of a roller coaster ride than
a crmsmg plane.

“It’s a trickledown effect,” said
Chief Warrant Officer 3 Jerry
Baker. “Once one person goes,
several go.”

The ride might be exhilarating
or dreadful, depending on your
constitution, but the aircraft is
certainly memorable. So, t00, is
its function.

And it’s likely to play a role in
the Army’s future inner-theater,
midsize transportation plan.

“What we 're doing here is proof
of concept,” said Boyer. “This is
definitely going to change Army
aviation indefinitely.
E-mail Juliana Gittler at:
gittlerj@pstripes.osd.mi

we are there!
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Disahled vets get red tape, not t

Bureaucracy provides
lots of indignities but
little help planning

life with no livelihood

BY BRIAN ROSS, DAVID SCOTT
AND MADDY SAUER

ABC News/Primetime Live

Following inquiries by ABC News, the
Pentagon has dropped plans to force a se-
verely wounded U.S. soldier to repay his
enlistment bonus after injuries forced him
out of the service.

Army Spe. Tyson Johnson III of Mobile,
Ala., who lost a kidney in a mortar attack
last year in Iraq, was still recovering at
Walter Reed Army Medical Center in
Washington, D.C., when he received notice
from the Pentagon’s collection agency that
he owed more than $2,700 because he
could not fulfill his 36-month tour of duty.

Johnson said the Pentagon listed the
bonus on his credit report as an unpaid gov-
ernment loan, making it impossible for
him to rent an apartment or obtain credit
cards.

“Oh man, I felt betrayed,” Johnson said.
“I felt, like, oh, my heart dropped.”

Pentagon officials said they were un-
aware of the case until it was brought to
their attention by ABC News. “Some face-
less bureaucrat” was responsible for
Johnson’s predicament, said Gen. Franklin
“Buster” Hagenbeck, a three-star general
and the Army’s deputy chief of staff for per-
sonnel.

“It's absolutely unacceptable. It's intoler-
able,” said Hagenbeck. “I mean, 'm in-
credulous when I hear those kinds of
things. I just can’t believe that we allow
that to happen. And we’re not going to let it
happen.”

The Department of Defense and the
Army intervened to have the collection ac-
tion against Johnson stopped, Hagenbeck
said.

“I was told today he’s not going to have a
nickel taken from him,” he said. “And I
will tell you that we'll keep a microscope
on this one to see the outcome.”

‘Not so good’

Hagenbeck also pledged to look into the
cases of the other soldiers ABC News
brought to the military’s attention, includ-
ing men who lost limbs and their former
livelihoods after serving in Iraq.

“When you're in the military, they take
good care of you,” said the 23-year-old
Johnson. “But now that I'm a vet, and, you
know, I'm out of the military — not so
good. Not so good.”

Johnson had been flying high last Sep-
tember, after being promoted from Army
private first class to specialist in a field cer-
emony in Iraq. Inspired by his father's
naval background to join the military after
high school, Tyson planned a career in the

military and the promotion was just the
first step. But only a week after the ceremo-
ny took place, a mortar round exploding
outside his tent brought him quickly back
to Earth.

“It was like warm water running down
my arms,” he said. “But it was warm
blood.”

In addition to the lost kidney, shrapnel
damaged Johnson’s lung and heart and en-
tered the back of his head. Field medical re-
ports said he was not expected to live more
than 72 hours.

With the help of Army surgeons, he sur-
vived. As he recuperated, however,
Johnson faced perhaps an even greater ob-
stacle than physical pain or injuries — mili-
tary bureaucracy.

Part of the warrior ethos, the soldier’s
creed of the U.S. Army, is to “never leave a
fallen comrade.”

“And it doesn’t just pertain to the battle-
field,” Hagenbeck said. “It means, when
we get them home, they’re a part of the
Army family forever.”

But Johnson now lives in his car. It is
where he spends most of his days, all of his
nights, in constant pain from his injuries
and unwilling to burden his family.

Better off dead?

Stories like Tyson Johnson's are not

Many of the severely wounded soldiers
returning from Iraq face the prospect of
poverty and what they describe as official
indifference and incompetence.

“Guys I've met, talking to people, they’d
be better off financially for their families if
they had died as opposed to coming back
maimed,” said Staff Sgt. Ryan Kelly, who
served as a civil affairs specialist for the
Army while in Irag.

On July 14, 2003, the Abilene, Texas, na-
tive had been on his way to a meeting
about rebuilding schools in Iraq when his
unarmored Humvee was blown up. A
piece of shrapnel the size of a TV remote
took his right leg off, below the knee, al-
‘most completely, Kelly said.

Kelly attests to receiving excellent medi-
cal care at Ward 57, the amputee section of
Walter Reed, but said he quickly realized
that the military had no real plan for the in-
jured soldiers. Many had to borrow money

Tyson Johnson Il lost a kidney when a
mortar round exploded outside his tent in
Iraq last year. An attempt by the Pentagon
to recover his service honus destroyed his
credit rating and left him unable to rent an
apartment, so he lives in his car.

or depend on charities just to have rela-
tives visit at Walter Reed, Kelly said.

“It’s not what I expected to see when I
got here,” he said. “These guys having to,
you know, baslcally panhandie for money
to afford things.

A failing system?

Staff Sgt. Larry Gill, a guardsman from
Semmes, Ala., wonders whether his 20
years of military service have been ade-
quately rewarded.

Last October, Gill injured his left leg dur-
ing a protest outside a mosque in Baghdad.
A protester threw a hand grenade that left
Gill, a former policeman, with his leg in-
tact but useless. He received a Purple
Heart, but no program, plan or proposal of
how to make a living in civilian life.

“It’s not fair, and I'm not complaining,”
Gill said. “I'm not whining about it. You

Stars and Stripes

The Disabled Soldier Support System,
or DS3, is a $1 million project to link
badly disabled soldiers with the many
government and private al-

Where to get help

or go to www.armyDS3.0rg to get infor-
mation.

The military defines “badly disabled”
as having a 30 percent or more disability
rating, WhICh includes injuries such as

ready in place to assist them.

DS3 was introduced April 30 as a joint
project between the Department of De-
fense and the Department of Veterans Af-
fairs.

Servicemembers, veterans, spouses,
parents and friends can call 800-833-6622

blindness or
Col. Jacqueline Cumbo, chief of the DS3
Task Force, told Stripes in April.

But the program is designed to accom-
modate any badly injured servicemem-
ber, whether the wounds are combat-re-
lated or not, and no matter how long ago
the person was hurt, Cumbo said.

www.PentagonCarSales.com

icker tape

know, I just, I just don’t think people really
understand what we’re being faced with.”

Gill expects he will have to sell his home,
the dream house he and his wife, Leah, de-
signed and built, where they raised their
children.

“P've never questioned my orders,” he
said. “I've slept with rats and stood in the
rain and wondered why I was standing in
the rain, and, you know, for my children to
have to do without based on a lack of in-
come from me, it's frustrating.”

Leah Gill agreed.

“[ just don’t feel we should have to up-
root because of an injury that he received
while he was serving the country,” she
said. “It shouldn’t come down to that.”

Gill and the others in Ward 57 have had
their pictures taken frequently with visit-
ing politicians.

“Where are the politicians? Where are
the generals?” he asked. “Where are the
people that are supposed to take care of
me?”

Help and care will be forthcoming,
Hagenbeck promised.

“There in fact was a plan,” he said. “But
again, it was not integrated in a seamless
fashion that it needed to be. And that was
not even, really, to be honest with you, rec-
ognized probably until sometime about a
year ago. And these soldiers actually
brought it to our attention about the transi-
tion problems.”

Loyal soldiers

To help these neglected soldiers, Hagen-
beck said, the military created an advoca-
cy program in April called Disabled Sol-
dier Support System, or DS3. The network
is set up to fight for a soldier’s benefits and
entitlements, ease transition to civilian life,
and deal with any other problems facing a
disabled soldier, according to Hagenbeck.

But still there are soldiers like Johnson
who fall through the cracks.

One year after he was nearly killed in
combat, the Pentagon has yet to send
Johnson his Purple Heart medal.

The Pentagon collection notices, howev-
er, arrive without fail.

As to Kelly’s discovery that he and his
wounded comrades had to beg and borrow
to pay for their loved ones to visit while
they recuperate, Hagenbeck said a new pol-
icy just went into effect to alleviate part of
the problem.

“There was no system in place to sup-
port them in their needs. And I'll be honest
with you, until it came to our attention, to
people that were paying attention, and
then those that wanted to help, that obsta-
cle was there,” Hagenbeck said.

Incredibly, these soldiers remain dedi-
cated to the military despite all they have
endured.

“Even though the way I'm being treated,
you know, as a vet, I'd still go back in,”
Johnson said. “I would.”

“I love being a soldier,” Kelly said. “T
don’t regret what happened. If I had to go
back to Iraq knowing that there was that
chance of losing my leg, I'd do it. Because
that’s what the nation asked me to do.”

Jessica Wang contributed to this report.
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Bush: Iraq will not mirror post-WWII Europe

Longtime presence
of troops in nation
not leader’s vision

BY TOM RAUM

The Associated Press

ABOARD AIR FORCE ONE — Presi-
dent Bush says he doesn’t envision a long-
time presence of U.S. troops in Iraq similar
to post-World War II deployments in Eu-
rope and South Korea that continue today.

“I think the Iraqi people want us to leave
once we've helped them get on the path of
stability and democracy and once we have
trained their troops to do their own hard
work,” Bush said Monday in a wide-rang-
ing interview with The Associated Press.

Still, Bush said, “It’s very difficult for me
to predict what forces will exist, although I
will tell you that Iraq’s leadership has
made it quite clear that they can manage
their own affairs at the appropriate time.”

If free and open Iraqi elections lead to
the seating of a fundamentalist Islamic gov-
ernment, “I will be disappointed. But de-
mocracy is democracy,” Bush said. “If
that's what the people choose, that’s what
the people choose.”

Bush steered nearly all questions deal-
ing with Iraq to criticism of rival Sen. John
Kerry just two weeks before a U.S. election
that polls show to be close.

As to reports that Gen. Ricardo Sanchez,
the former top general of U.S. forces in

onset of winter weather.

turn signals.

owner.

passed the inspection.

IMA-Europe Region

International Motor Vehicle Lighting Equipment Campaign

President Bush answers a question
Monday aboard Air Force One during an
interview with The Associated Press.

Irag, had warned nearly a year ago of sup-
ply problems in Iraq, Bush said: “There’s a
chain of command. When the commanders
on the ground say they need more, we re-
spond as quickly as possible,” Bush said.

“He was asking about much-needed sup-
plies. The Congress had an opportunity to
vote on funding to get those supplies in the
pipeline. And my opponent voted against
that funding,” Bush said.

“What he needs to do is address why he
voted against the $87 billion [war spending
request],” Bush said.

Kerry, D-Mass., voted against the $87 bil-
lion request in October 2003, and Congress
gave its final approval to the measure in
November. A memo written by Sanchez
asking for more equipment, according to a
story in Monday’s Washington Post, came
amonth later.

Kerry used the Sanchez incident to deliv-
er fresh criticism of the president’s Iraq
policy.

In his first interview since three debates
with Kerry, Bush sat in his cabin on Air
Force One, relaxing in shirt sleeves in a

Asked whether he thought another over-
time election was possible, like the 2000
contest that led to a recount of Florida bal-
lots and a U.S. Supreme Court decision in
Bush’s favor, the president said: “Havi
gone through one election that didn’t end
until mid-December, I certainly hope we
don’t have to go through another.

“And so, therefore we will do everything
we can to maximize our vote,” he added
with a smile.

On other topics, Bush:

M said Iran and Nol‘th Korea, both with
nuclear states,

leather chair on a flight from
to New Jersey. Although Democrats have
carried the state in every presidential elec-
tion since 1988, Bush said, “We have a
shot” this year.

Bush said he would not pass judgment
on a unit of Army reservists who refused a
mission on grounds that it would be too dan-
gerous. The Army announced last week it
was investigating up to 19 members of a
platoon from a company based in South
Carolina after they refused a supply mis-
sion.

“That's up to the military. The military
will take the appropriate action on both
their concerns as well as their actions,”
Bush said.

Asked whether the defiance reflected
larger concerns among U.S. troops in Iraq,
Bush said, “I need to know more about
that. I understand this is a very rare inci-
dent.”

Bush served in the Texas Air National
Guard during the Vietnam War but did not
g0 overseas.

but not necessarily more so than when he
was elected. He said the strategy he has fol-
lowed “makes them less likely to take ac-
tion that would make the world more dan-
gerous.”

insisted he would not bring back the
military draft, even if there were a crisis
with North Korea or Iran. “I believe we've
got the assets and manpower necessary to
be able to deal with another theater should
one arise,” the president said.

M criticized Kerry, as Vice President
Dick Cheney and his wife, Lynne, had
done, for mentioning during last weeK’s de-
bate that one of Cheney’s daughters is a les-
bian. “I thought it was over the line,” Bush
said.

W said government officials remained
concerned about the possibility of a terror-
ist attack before the Nov. 2 election. “We
have no specific threat information. Other-
wise we would have let everybody know.
On the other hand we are on alert,” he said,
mentioning the train bombing in Madrid
before Spain’s elections.

The International Motor Vehicle Lighting Equipment Campaign will be
conducted in Germany during October. The purpose of this Campaign is to
encourage motor vehicle owners to have the vehicles inspected prior to the

The U.S. Forces are an active participant in this program, offering free
inspections to U.S. Forces personnel owning privately-owned vehicles.
AAFES Car Care Centers, U.S. Forces Vehicle Inspection Stations, and all
auto repair shops on the economy provide free inspections in support of the
International Motor Vehicle Lighting campaign.

The Campaign is conducted each year during October to correct deficiencies
prior to the more hazardous winter driving season. This is the time when
hours of darkness increase and winter road and weather conditions begin.
German garages, AAFES Car Care Centers and most U.S. Forces Vehicle
Inspection Stations will be conducting courtesy (free of charge) inspections to
check vehicle lighting systems to include headlights, taillights, fog lights and

In addition to the lighting inspection, AAFES Car Care Centers will also
inspect windshield wipers, exhaust systems and tires. Those AAFES Car
Care Centers equipped with a brake analyzer will test brake systems. Any
repair work to correct deficiencies is, of course, chargeable to the vehicle

In addition to the complete automobile safety inspections, U.S. Forces
Vehicle Inspection Stations also offer the lighting systems inspection only.
Upon successful completion of the lighting system inspection, a safety sticker
will be affixed to the windshield showing that the vehicle has successfully

Take advantage of the International Motor Vehicle Lighting Equipment
Campaign and prepare you automobile for winter weather!

We CARE About YOUR Safety!
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Fisherman catches ancient statue

A fisherman in
Greece found
this 2,400-
year-old bronze
statue in his
net earlier this
month near the
Kythnos in the
Aegean Sea.
The statue —
measuring 4
feet, 8 inches
tall and
weighing nearly
155 pounds —
was handed
over toa
mainland port
authority
before being
taken to
Athens under
police guard.
“Based on
preliminary
examination of
the movement,
the fact that
the figure is
naked, and the
anatomical
detail, the
statue
resembles a
young athlete,”
a Culture
Ministry
:galemenl said.

Spanish TV station airs
Madrid bombing footage

The Associated Press

MADRID, Spain — A Spanish
TV station on Tuesday broadcast
chilling security-camera footage
of the Madrid terror attack, includ-
ing at least one bomb exploding in-
side a train at Atocha rail station.

The Telecinco footage was be-
lieved to mark the first public
broadcast of actual video images
of the March 11 attacks. The Span-
ish newspaper EI Pais last month
published four still shots from a
security camera.

The video footage starts with
dazed commuters milling about
on a smoke-shrouded platform
after one explosion. The time on
the security camera said 7:38 am.

Then, smoke flows toward the

camera and people on the plat-
form are apparently knocked
over by another blast.

About five seconds later, a ball
of orange flame erupts from a
stopped train, filling the screen.
The tape includes no sound, just
images.

The footage appeared to have
been taken from atop an escala-
tor, looking down onto the plat-
form.

Four minutes later, bodies are
seen strewn on the platform amid
puddles of blood. Police and emer-
gency medical staffers attend to
them.

The March 11 attacks killed
191 people and have been blamed
on Muslim militants linked to
al-Qaida.

Cleric charged

LONDON — British authorities
on Tuesday charged radical Is-
lamic cleric Abu Hamza al-Masri
with urging followers to kill
non-Muslims and other offenses
in a 16-count indictment that
pre-empts a U.S. extradition bid.

Al-Masri appeared at Bel-
marsh Magistrates Court, where
prosecutors read out the charges,
only one of which fell under
anti-terror legislation. The others

He also faces 11 terrorist charg-
es in the United States, but Judge
Timothy Workman granted a re-
quest from a lawyer representing
the United States to suspend the
extradition case until the British
case was completed.

Al-Masri did not apply for bail.
He faces a preliminary hearing
on Oct. 26.

The British indictment in-
cludes 10 charges of soliciting or
encouraging people to murder a
person or people who did not be-
lieve in the Islamic faith.

fell under ordinary criminal law.

From The Associated Press

Turkish bath blast hurts 18

12 foreign tourists among victims

The Associated Press

ANKARA, Turkey — An appar-
ent gas explosion injured 18 peo-
ple, including 12 foreign tourists,
at a Turkish bath in a Mediterra-
nean resort town Tuesday, offi-
cials said.

An unidentified tourist and one
Turk were in serious condition at
ahospital, a statement from the of-
fice of local governor Gunhan
Sarikaya said, the Anatolia news
agency reported. The bath’s
owner was among the injured.

“We think a gas leak from a lig-

uefied petroleum gas canister
caused the explosion,” Sarikaya,
said by telephone, adding that the
blast occurred when workers
were welding a hot water contain-
er.

The explosion caused damage
to the bath’s walls, the Anatolia re-
ported.

The injured included five Ger-
mans, three Swedes, two Dutch
people and one Russian, accord-
ing to Sarikaya’s office. The na-

tionality of the seriously injured
female tourist was unclear.

Earlier, authorities had said at
least one tourist from Norway
was also among the injured.

About 30 other bathers who
were inside the Turkish bath, or
hamam, at the time of the blast,
escaped without any injuries,
Sarikaya said.

Konakli is close to the resort of
Alanya, an area that is popular
with visitors from Germany and
Russia.

GM plants in Germany halt work
as employees protest job cut plan

BY NICOLE LANGE
The Associated Press

BOCHUM, Germany — Lack of parts from a
strikebound General Motors plant in Germany halt-
ed production at two other auto factories Tuesday,
‘while GM workers across Europe rallied against a
plan to cut up to 12,000 jobs on the continent.

About 20,000 people gathered in a downtown
square in Bochum in Germany’s Ruhr Valley indus-
trial region with union flags and banners proclaim-
ing, “We are fighting bad

at the company’s main plant in Riisselsheim was
halted Tuesday morning for lack of parts usually
supplied from Bochum, and a plant in Antwerp, Bel-
gium, was also expected to come to a halt Tuesday.

Some 12,000 workers gathered for a march in
Riisselsheim, and work was to stop for two hours at
Saab’s manufacturing plant in Trollhaettan, Swe-
den, where more than 500 jobs are to go.

“The roof is burning at Opel, and General Motors
is trying to put out the fire with gasoline,” union offi-
cial Udo Loewenbrueck told demonstrators in

Bochum workers fear their aging Adam Opel AG
plant will be the worst hit, and have stayed off the
job since parent company GM announced the re-
structuring Thursday. They say they won't return
to work unless they get assurances that no one will
be fired — defying repeated government and union
calls to resume production.

“If Opel dies, the city will die, the region will die
— together, we want to prevent that,” the chief em-
ployee representative at the plant, Dietmar Hahn,
told demonstrators.

The walkout showed its first signs of squeezing
GM’s business elsewhere in Europe.

Opel spokesman Ulrich Weber said production

“If they think they can drive their bulldozer men-
tality through Europe, they are mistaken,” said
Klaus Franz, Opel’s chief employee representative.

Unions called for Tuesday’s “day of action” after
GM announced that intends to cut at its money-los-
ing Opel, Vauxhall and Saab operations. The com-
pany says it must reduce overhead costs to cope
with sluggish consumer demand and increased
competition from Japanese and other European
carmakers.

The company has struggled to fix problems in Eu-
rope for years, and Opel’s current management
concedes that its predecessors let quality problems
get out of hand in the late 1990s.
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Seniors told to avoid flu-shot lines

BY MITCH STACY
The Associated Press

TAMPA, Fla. — U.S. Health
and Human Services Secretary
Tommy Thompson said Monday
that enough flu vaccine will be
available for most people who
need it and told seniors to stop
standing in long lines to get a shot.

“We want people to relax,” Th-
ompson said at a news confer-
ence. “The flu season is not here.”

On Tuesday, President Bush re-
assured older Americans that
those most vulnerable will re-
ceive their shots.

“Iknow some here who are wor-
ried about the flu season,” Bush
said during a rally, the first of
three campaign appearances in
the battleground state of Florida.
“We have millions of vaccine
doses on hand for the most vulner-
able Americans. Millions more

will be shipped in the coming
weeks.”

Seniors around the country
have been standing in lines at
shopping plazas to get flu shots
since news of a shortage surfaced
this month. British regulators
shut down shipments from Chi-
ron Corp., which had made mil-
lions of flu shots earmarked for
the U.S. market. The shutdown
cut the U.S. supply of flu shots al-
most in half.

‘Thompson said the flu vaccine
supply will be reallocated to parts
of the country where it is needed
‘most. Seniors and very young chil-
dren are most at risk for severe
complications from the flu.

“We are looking all over the
gions to find out where there is a
shortage, and we will redeploy
the resources to make sure the se-
niors get the vaccine first,” he
said. He noted that 91 percent of

flu deaths last year were people
65 or older.

Thompson advised people to
first seek the shot from their doc-
tor or a clinic. If that fails, they
should contact the CDC in Atlan-
ta, he said.

Dr. Julie Gerberding, director
of the federal Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention, said on
ABC’s “Good Morning America”
that only a few cases of flu have
been reported this season, and
that 20 million doses would soon
be available for seniors.

“We are reassuring people that
vaccine is on the way,” she said.

Last week, however, Gerberd-
ing had said it was unlikely all
high-risk people who want a flu
shot would be able find one.

Health officials in Ottawa, Can-
ada, said Monday they may have
more than 2 million doses of sur-
plus flu vaccine to help the Unit-

ed States battle its shortage, al-
though US. officials have cau-
tioned that imports were unlikely
to be licensed in time for this flu
season.

A Canadian manufacturer has
more than 1 million extra doses
and as many as 1 million other
doses could become available, de-
pending on Canadian demand,
said David Butler-Jones, Cana-
da’s public health officer.

In Atlanta on Monday, Dr.
Mitchell Cohen, director of the
CDC’s coordinating center for in-
fectious diseases, said the current
vaccine “will be distributed over
asix- to seven-week period, so we
have some opportunity to identify
those areas” that need supplies
“over the next week or so.”

He said his staff was continu-
ing to compile supply reports
from each state but declined to
name places that were low on flu
shots.
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Military
bases dole
out limited
vaccines

BY ESTES THOMPSON
The Associated Press

RALEIGH, N.C. — At mili-
tary bases already strained by
the demands of war in Iraq
and Afghanistan, the men and
women who defend the nation
aren’t being defended against
the flu.

Soldiers who deploy are get-
ting shots once they receive
their orders, as are young chil-
dren and others in at-risk
groups, according to base
spokesmen from around the
state. But for many others in
the military, flu shots are as
scarce as they are for civilians.

Normally, the Navy hospital
at Camp Lejeune would be get-
ting 50,000 to 60,000 doses of
flu vaccine for more than
40,000 active duty Marines, de-
pendents and retirces.

“There are none aboard the
base at this time,” said George
Reynolds, director of commu-
nity health at Lejeune’s hospi-
tal, which also covers needs at
thé New River air station. “We
have not received the first
dose.”

Deploying troops are excep-
tions to the federal rules that
suggest only atrisk groups
such as young children, the eld-
erly and the chronically ill
should receive the vaccine.

Marines who get deploy-
ment orders as well as speclal
operations soldiers and avia-
tors also classified as highly de-
ployable — meaning they
might be called to leave the
country at any time — will get
vaccinated only once the De-
partment of Defense decides
how to dole out the military’s
vaccine supply.

But Marines who are stay-
ing at the base and normally
would get flu shots will not this
year. Anyone who comes down
with the flu will be quaran-
tined and treated by medical
personnel, Reynolds said.

“We don’t normally find
high-risk people on active
duty,” Reynolds said. “They’re

all healthy individuals.”
North Carolina’s other large
military installation — Fort

Bragg — also is grappling with
how to handle a limited supply
of vaccine.

Army hospital spokeswom-
an Shannon Lynch said sol-
diers deploying with the 18th
Airborne Corps will receive
the vaccine, but those who stay
behind will not.

High-risk dependents will
be vaccinated as shots become
available.

“Then it's pretty much take
care of yourself, for the rest of
us,” Lynch said. “If you're
sick, don’t go to work. If you
sneeze, cover your mouth.
Wash your hands frequently.
If you use someone else’s tele-
phone, wipe it down.”
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Cheney:
Kerry not
as tough
on terror

BY ANDREW
WELSH-HUGGINS
The Associated Press

CARROLL, Ohio — Vice Presi-
dent Dick Cheney on Tuesday
evoked the possibility of terrorists
bombing U.S. cities with nuclear
‘weapons and questioned whether
Sen. John Kerry could combat
such a threat, which the vice presi-
dent called a concept you 've got
to get your mind around.”

“The biggest threat we face
now as a nation is the possibility
of terrorists ending up in the mid-
dle of one of our cities with deadli-
er weapons than have ever before
been used against us — biological
agents or a nuclear weapon or a
chemical weapon of some kind to
be able to threaten the lives of
hundreds of thousands of Ameri-
cans,” Cheney said.

“That’s the ultimate threat. For
us to have a strategy that’s capa-
ble of defeating that threat,
yowve got to get your mind

-

AP

Vice President Dick Cheney kicks off a bus tour of Ohio Tuesday with a
town hall meeting at an airport hangar in Carroll.

around that concept,” Cheney
said.

Cheney, speaking to an invita-
tion-only crowd as he began a bus
tour through Republican strong-
holds in Ohio, said Kerry is trying
to convince voters he would be
the same type of “tough, aggres-
sive” leader as Bush in the fight
against terrorism.

“I_don’t believe it,” the vice
president said. “I don't think
there’s any evidence to support
the proposition that he would, in
fact, doit.”

Cheney praised the recent elec-
tions in Afghanistan but said they
don’t mean the U.S. mission there
s finished.

“Does that mean it's over now
and we can walk away? No, it
doesn’t,” he said. “This is three
yards and a cloud of dust. There’s
o touchdown passes in this busi-
ness. We'll stay as long as we
need to help them train their own
security forces, which we're
doing actively so they can take
over responsibility for their own
security.”

Ads feature

BY LIZ SIDOTI
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — In emotion-
al appeals, relatives of people
who lost loved ones in the Sept.
11, 2001, terrorist attacks vouch
for President Bush or Democrat
John Kerry in new TV ads that
try to persuade voters that just
one of the two would best lead the
country in a time of terrorism.

“I want to look in my daugh-
ter’s eyes and know that she is
safe, and that is why I am voting
for John Kerry,” Kristen Breit-
weiser, whose husband was killed
in the attacks, says in an ad by the
Democrat’s campaign.

In another commercial by a Re-
publican interest group, Ohio
teenager Ashley Faulkner recalls
being comforted by Bush after
her mother died in the attacks.
The president is shown embrac-
ing her.

“He’s the most powerful man
in the world, and all he wants to
do is make sure I'm safe, that I'm
OK,” the girl says.

With two weeks to go in the
presidential campaign, terrorism,
the 2001 attacks and the Iraq war
are dominating the TV ad wars as
commercials on those topics fill
airwaves in key battleground
states and on national cable net-
works.

On Monday, Bush began run-
ning a new commercial that calls
Kerry and “his liberal allies” a
risk the country can’t afford to
take. His ad says, “After Sept. 11,
our world changed. Either we
fight terrorists abroad or face
them here.”

Over the past two days, Kerry
has launched at least three ads
about those issues. One assails

relatives of 9/11 victims

Bush for a comment he made that
“I truly am not that concerned
about him,” a reference to Osama
bin Laden. Another released Tues-
day argues that “it’s time for a
fresh start” and has Kerry assur-
ing voters “I'll stop at nothing to
get the terrorists before they get
us.”

Breitweiser narrates the third.
Her husband, Ron, died in the

World Trade Center, and her ap-
peal on behalf of Kerry attempts
to make the case that voters
should oust Bush.

Progress for America is spend-
ing $14 million over the next two
weeks to run its ad featuring the
teenager Ashley Faulkner on
cable networks and in nine states
— Florida, Ohio, Pennsylvania,
Towa, New Mexico, Nevada, Min-
nesota, Wisconsin and Missouri.

Youth vote target
of draft debate

BY RON FOURNIER
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — John Kerry
says re-electing President Bush
would create “the great potential
of a draft.” Not so, responds the in-
cumbent: “The best way to avoid
the draft is to vote for me.”

The fact that both Bush and
Kerry are on record opposing
mandatory ~ military  service
speaks volumes about the audi-
ence they're targeting — young
voters. The voting rate and prefer-
ences of 18- to 30-year-olds may
be the biggest wild card on Nov. 2.

“One of the things that have
been puzzling us is how young vot-
ers will behave on Election Day,”
said Andrew Kohut, an indepen-
dent pollster at the Pew Research
Center. “They’ve been pretty vola-
tile, sometimes strongly in Ker-
ry’s camp and other times driven
back to Bush.”

Young voters were divided be-
tween Bush and Kerry in polling
conducted this month by
Ipsos-Public Affairs for News-
week.com and The Associated
Press. Among likely voters under
age 30, Kerry led 52 percent to 42
percent. Exit polls from the 2000
election showed that Bush rough-
ly split the under-30 vote with
Democrat Al Gore.

Traditionally, young Ameri-
cans have been among the least
likely to vote. Of the 24 million eli-
gible voters ages 18 to 24 in 2000,
only one-third of them cast bal-
lots, according to the U.S. Census
Bureau, This year, Kohut said his
polling shows an increase of 15
percentage points over 2000 in
the number of young people say-
ing they’re registered to vote.

The research also shows a spike
in the number of youths who say

they're likely to vote. Count Nick
Ford among them. The 21-year-old
George Washington University stu-
dent began the year favoring Bush
but is now in Kerry's camp. “I
don't like the war in Iraq, and I'm
opposed to the draft,” said Ford,
who plans to vote absentee in his
hometown of New York City.

Farther down the street, fellow
GWU student Ted Kennedy, 19,
said he is firmly behind Bush
after briefly wavering. The volun-
teer firefighter says Bush de-
serves a second term for his lead-
ership after the Sept. 11, 2001, at-
tacks, including the war in Iraq.
“Im the wrong person to ask
about the draft, because if my
number came up, I'm there. I'd
fight. In a minute,” he said.

The University of Pennsylva-
nia’s National Annenberg Election
survey found that half of young
people believe Bush wants to rein-
state the military draft. Only 8 per-
cent said Kerry wants it.

The day the poll was released,
Bush said in his second debate
with Kerry, “We’re not going to
have a draft, period.”

Kerry wouldn't let it go. A week
later, he told The Des Moines Reg-
ister “With George Bush, the plan
for Iraq is more of the same and
the great potential of a draft.”

On Monday, Bush accused
Kerry of scare tactics and insist-
ed he would not bring back the
military draft, even if there were
a crisis with North Korea or Iran.
“There is no doubt that there is a
lot of distress about both the back-
door draft that already exists and
the likelihood of instituting a regu-
lar draft if Bush continues these
go-it-alone policies,” said Kerry
pollster Mark Mellman.

Trevor Tompson of The Associated
Press contributed to this report.
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World Trade Center insurance trial hegins

BY KAREN MATTHEWS
The Associated Press

NEW YORK — Lawyers in the
second World Trade Center insur-
ance trial clashed during opening
statements in federal court Mon-
day over the relevance of a boiler-
plate policy that defines the 2001
terrorist attack as one event.

Bernard Nussbaum, a lawyer
for trade center leaseholder
Larry Silverstein, said none of
the nine defendants in this case
had signed onto the so-called Wil-
prop form.

In the first trial earlier this
year, ajury ruled that 13 other in-
Surance companies were bound
by the form, which used lan-
guage that defined the two
planes hitting the two towers as
one event.

“None of the nine companies
in this case can claim its cover-
age was governed by the Wil
prop form,” Nussbaum said.

Today... | built a home for a Rwandan

But Harvey Kurzweil, a law-
yer for Travelers Indemnity Cq
told the jurors that the parties i
tended for the companies that il
sured the trade center in a com-
plicated 12-layer system to pro-
vide consistent coverage even if
the contract wording differed
from one company to another.

“The evidence will show that
this coverage had to be seamless
or else you will have gaps in cov-
erage,” he said.

Silverstein has argued that the
trade center was destroyed by
two events and he should get two
insurance payouts of $3.5 billion
each. He suffered a blow when
the jury in the first trial ruled
that it constituted one event
under contract language that af-
fected those 13 insurers.

If Silverstein’s lawyers can
convince jurors in the second

trial that two terrorism incidents
occurred, he will stand to collect
double the $1.1 billion of cover-
age provided by the nine defen-
dants in this phase.

Silverstein has vowed to re-
build 10 million square feet of of-
fice space at ground zero regard-
less of how much money he col-
lects from insurers. He and rede-
velopment officials plan to con-
struct the 1,776-foot Freedom
Tower, other skyscrapers and
cultural buildings within the
next decade.

Nussbaum told the jury that
the evidence would show that
two planes hitting two towers
caused two separate fires and
two separate building collapses.

“You will see that we suffered
two distinct physical losses,” he
said.

Kurzweil said that regardless

Lawyers clash over policy calling collapse one event

of the sequence of events, the ter-
rorism was part of a single, coor-
dinated plot. And he said there
was “a common industry under-
standing that ‘occurrence’ has a
broad, aggregate meaning.”

The two sides gave different in-
terpretations of a clause in the Al-
lianz Insurance Co. policy that
stipulated that losses from torna-
does, cyclones, other natural disas-
ters and “vandalism and mali-
cious mischief” should be con-
strued as one occurrence if losses
happened within a 72-hour peri-
od.

Nussbaum said the clause did
not include airplane crashes or
fires, but Allianz attorney John
Massopust said insurance profes-
sionals including Silverstein’s
broker, Willis Group Holdings
Ltd., have defined

Stem-cell endorsement

SAN FRANCISCO — Gov. Ar-
nold Schwarzenegger has en-
dorsed a 83 billion bond measure
that would fund human embryon-
ic stem cell research, a move that
bucks Republican leaders and
threatens to further strain the
state’s budget.

“California has always been a pi-
oneer,” Schwarzenegger said Mon-
day. “We daringly led the way for
the high-tech industry and now
voters can help ensure we lead the
way for the biotech industry.”

The endorsement puts Schwarz-
enegger at odds with the state Re-
publican Party and perhaps the
Bush administration, which
limited federal funding of the re-
search.

Benefits increase

WASHINGTON — More than
47 million Americans receiving
Social Security will get a 2.7 per-
cent increase — an extra $25, on
average — in their monthly
checks next year.

The Social Secunty Admlmsn‘a-
tion

and malicious mischief” to in-
clude terrorism.
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adjustment Tuesday, and the in’
crease will start showing up in
checks in January.

The latest increase was the larg-
est since benefits rose by 3.5 per-
cent in

Celebrex to be studied

NEW YORK — Pfizer Inc.
plans a major study to see if its
pain medication Celebrex can
help osteoarthritis patients at risk
for cardiovascular disease.

he announcement Monday
comes almost three weeks after
Merck & Co. pulled Vioxx, its
rival drug that is also in a class of
drugs called cox-2 inhibitors,
from the market because it dou-
bled the risk of heart attack and
strokes in patients taking the med-
ication longer than 18 mont

Last week, Pfizer said a iludy
showed that Bextra, another cox-2
inhibitor it sells, increased the risk
of heart anacks in patients that
had coronary bypass operations.

Transplant postponed

DENVER — A kidney trans-
plant brokered by a Massachu-
setts-based Web site was post-
poned Monday after hospital offi-
cials said they wanted to make
sure the organ donation was ethi-
cal.

The announcement came on
the same day a Colorado man had
been scheduled to receive a kid-
ney from a donor in Tennessee.
They were brought together by
the Web site MatchingDo-
nors.com, and the transplant was
to be the first performed with the
help of the site.

However, after the donation
was arranged, the lead transplant
surgeon, Dr. Igal Kam, returned
from out of town and raised ques-
tions about how the match had
been arranged, said Stephanie
Lewis, a spokeswoman for Presby-
terian/St. Luke’s Medical Center.

Officials decided to look into
whether the Canton, Mass.-based
Web site or Smitty profited from
the donation, she said.

Bob Hickey, 58, who was to re-
ceive the kidney, told KWGN-TV
that he reported to the hospital as
scheduled and was being pre-
pared for surgery when he was
told it would be postponed.

e told the station that he was
considering possible legal action
against the hospital.

From The Associated Press
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR/OPINION

Just do your job

I am writing on the recent refusal by
some of the soldiers of the 343rd Quarter-
master Company to run what they thought
was a dangerous mission from Tallil to
Taji, Irag.

Tam a soldier stationed on Camp Cooke
in Taji, and I hate to tell you guys, but all
missions in Iraq are dangerous. I am in a
transportation company and we have been
tasked doing something that we weren't
originally trained for. We have been made
into convoy security; in other words, we
have been doing what normally is associat-
ed with military police.

Now there are missions I don’t want to
g0 on, but you know what? I suck it up and
drive on. I run missions on convoy securi-
ty for fuel missions from Taji to different
locations in Iraq ranging from Baghdad,
Scania, Anaconda, Ramadi and Fallujah.

Saying that a mission is too dangerous
and then refusing to follow orders is ludi-
crous. All the missions here are danger-
ous. You joined the U.S. Army, so why
don't you act like it, and do your job.

Spe. Jared A. McHugh
Camp Cooke, Iraq

An ‘important’ project?

Our unit was mobilized in December,
2003. We spent nearly three months at
Fort Hood, Texas, preparing to get de-
ployed.

We arrived in theater in early March.
We had conceded to the fact that we were
all going to do our one-year tour and go
home. We now hear through the rumor
mill that our upper command is trying to
get us extended for at least a couple more
months, so that an “important” project can
be finished.

T'm not against being extended for an
emergency situation such as the 1st Ar-
mored Division was for three months, but
extending us just because a project that
isn’t that lmportant won’t be completed?
The incoming unit should be able to finish
it, and if it can’t, get a unit in here that can.

Tell us what you think

Stars and Stripes welcomes your comments on
editorials and columns that are published in the
newspaper, and values letters on topics of impor-
tance in the lives of our readers. All letters must
be signed, and must include the writer's address
or base and telephone number. Please limit all
letters to 300 words. We reserve the right to edit
letters for length, taste and clarity.

Send your letters to:

U.S. Mail: International mail:
Stars and Stripes. Stars and Stripes.
Unit 29480 Postfach 1330

APO AE 09211 64345 Griesheim

Via fax: [Country code +49] (0) 6155/601395;
DSN 349-8395

E-mail: letters@mail estripes.osd.mil

If the project was so important, why
then did we start it only five months be-
fore our year was up? Why not start it soon-
er? I believe that the upper command
wants to complete this project so that it
will look good on their résumés.

If they want it to look good on their ré-
sumés for a promotion, or if it's because
they don’t have a real life or family back in
the States, then let them extend them-
selves and send the rest of us home.

If they have their way, we will have
been mobilized for over 19 months before
being released from active duty, leaving
behind our jobs and our families.

The Air Force, the Marines and the ac-
tive-duty Army, for the most part, are get-
ting to leave on time. It is the reserves that
are being extended so that other soldiers
can go home. Reserves are treated differ-
ently and catch hell because we are citizen
soldiers. No one stands up for us. I guess
we have to do it for ourselves.

Spe. Will Vick

Camp Cooke, Iraq

Boxing in the smokers

In response to “Clear picture on smok-
ing” (Oct. 10), it is highly possible that sec-
ondhand smoke causes health problems,
but that has never been proven.

The letter writer’s rights to a smoke-
free environment are not being violated,
the ashtray is enforcing that. The ashtray
is there so people don’t smoke inside, and
s0 they don't litter.

First, smokers are pushed into a “sec-
tion,” then outside, then 50 feet away; now
the writer wants a box for them to stand
in. A group of people tried that in the past,
persecuting a group of people and shoving
them into boxes where they choked to
death on smoke.

Staff Sgt. Christopher Lammert
Baghdad International Airport, Iraq

Hurting Muslim religion

I hope the holy month of Ramadan
leaves its implications on those who claim
to protect the religion while they are actu-
ally damaging it.

Religion, any religion, particularly those
that were brought to humanity by messen-
gers of God, like Judaism, Christianity and
Islam, aimed to refine human behavior, to
establish peace, common understanding,
forgiveness and the well-being of the
human race.

The prophets themselves set a high ex-
ample of these values. Moses brought wis-
dom, Jesus paid for the sins of all and Mu-
hammad called for mercy and peace.

Ramadan is not a month of depriving
Muslims of their basic needs: food, water
and sex. It calls for men to feel the needs
of others, to sympathize with the poor, to
help the weak, to live in peace with your-
self and with others.

Those who do not observe these values
are far from being Muslims and far from
being humans.

Adnan A. Al-Jamie

Baghdad
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First the results, then the vote in Lukashenko’s Belarus

BY DALE MCFEATTERS
Scripps Howard News Service

he Iron Curtain has long fallen in

Eastern Europe, but one sad relic

of the Soviet empire remains —

Belarus.

Belarus is ruled by Alexander Lukashen-

kn a Soviet-style strongman and admirer

Stalin who was elected in 1994 in the

counlry s last and only election that could
be anything close to fair.
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In a pattern drearily reminiscent of how
the Soviets tightened their control of Easf
ern Europe after World War I1, oppositiol
leaders have been beaten and jailed and
very likely murdered; the parliament
largely stripped of power; the judiciary
staffed with Lukashenko lackeys; and inde-
pendent media and schools shuttered.

Doonesbury

o
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LIFES GET-
TING BACK
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No sign of latent opposition is too petty
for the regime to crush.

According to the Toronto Globe and
Mail, seven bands that played at an opposi-
tion rally have been banned from the air-
waves and clubs and arenas have been
strong-armed into refusing to book them.

Periodically Lukashenko goes through
the cymual charade of letting the people
vote in rigged elections, the results of
which the United States and the European
Union have refused to recognize.

On Sunday, there was another bogus elec-
tion. To no one’s surprise, the voters ap-
proved a measure removing term limits,
thus enabling Lukashenko, 50, to stay in
power indefinitely. And, also to no one’s sur-
prise, none of the handful of opposition can-
didates who were allowed on the ballot won.

A journalist critical of the regime, who
works for a Russian TV channel outside
Lukashenko’s reach, was beaten up by the
police and, for good measure, slapped with
that old Soviet-era charge of “hooliganism.”

Lukashenko has accurately been de-
scribed as Europe’s last dictator.

He has great dreams of resurrecting the
Soviet Union but for the meantime must set-
tle for oppressing his own 10 million people.
True, Belarus doesn’t have gulags, but no
one can say with confidence that this histori-
cal oversight won't last.

e has tended to soften the brutality
and repression of the old Soviet system. Peo-
ple who didn’t experience it firsthand often
think that system couldn’t have been as bad
as people say. Lukashenko’s Belarus is a
piece of living history that says yes, it really
was that bad — and still is.

BY GARRY TRUDEAU
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Climate right to determine why species died

BY BETSY MASON
Contra Costa (Calif.) Times

WALNUT CREEK, Calif.
aber-toothed cats, woolly mam-
moths and giant ground sloths
roamed across North America until
10,000 years ago, when nearly every

large mammal on the continent disap-
peared. For decades, scientists have been
trying to uncover why.

Now a University of California research
team says the answer could be a harbinger
of things to come.

The scientific community has been ripped
in two over this issue and tensions run high
between those who would blame humans’ ar-
rival, thought to be just 1,000 years or so be-
fore the extinctions, and those who point to
climatic upheaval at the end of the last ice
age.

In recent years, evidence against prehis-
toric humanity has been piling up. But now a
team from UC Berkeley and UC Santa Cruz
have done the scientific equivalent of a bi-
partisan look at the evidence and weighed in
on the intense debate in the pages of the jour-
nal Science this month.

Their verdict is that neither suspect is in-
nocent.

“It’s really a combination of humans and
climate change,” said UC Berkeley paleobi-
ologist Anthony Barnosky. “It's this one-two
punch that’s the killer, so to speak.”

mastodons and more than 30 other large
North American mammals including cam-
els, rhinos, saber-toothed cats and giant
ground sloths, were all extinct. The suspi-
cious timing, along with the kill sites, led
many scientists to the idea that humans ei-
ther hunted these animals into oblivion one
by one in a prehistoric blitzkrieg, or at least
Killed enough to trigger a population col-
lapse.

But clouding the picture is the fact that
the last ice age was ending at the same time.
Glaciers that once covered most of the conti-
nent were receding and weather systems
and vegetation patterns were undergoing
drastic reorganization. Some scientists think
the stress of this upheaval was the more like-
ly culprit in the extinctions.

The most likely scenario is that the combi-
nation was to blame, said UC Santa Cruz pa-
leobiologist Paul Koch. “Humans were set-
ting this catastrophe in motion, but at the
same time there was a strong climate sig-
nal.”

The picture is somewhat less muddled in
other parts of the world that also suffered
mass extinctions. In Australia, people ar-
rived around 50,000 years ago and most of
the largest animals were gone 10,000 years
later, including giant carnivorous kanga-
roos, horned tort e size of Volk-
swagen Beetles, and 6-foot-tall birds. All the
while, climate was relatively stable.

Disagreement persists about whether the

Today, with a growing and glo-
bal warming, both elements of that combina-
tion are ramping up at unprecedented rates.
It’s a situation that could spell disaster for
the planet’s current crop of large mammals,
Barnosky said.

The oldest solid evidence of human pres-
ence in central North America dates to some-
where between 11,000 and 11,500 years ago.
This first group, known as the Clovis civiliza-
tion, was full of hunters who left stone spear-
heads scattered across the landscape. In a
few cases, the spearheads have been found
at “kill sites” along with mammoth and mast-
odon bones.

Around 1,500 years later, mammoths,

were caused directly
by hunting or by people burning the land-
scape to ease travel and hunting, but most
agree that somehow people are to blame.

In Alaska and the Yukon, however, sever-
al large animals such as short-faced bears,
two species of horses and the local popula-
tion of mammoths all disappeared before
there is any evidence of human invasion.
The same is true for some species of deer
and elk in Ireland. In both cases, climate
change coincides with the extinctions.

And in Europe, there is evidence of
human hunting for at least 400,000 years
with no extinctions. But around 50,000 years
ago, when the climate was cooling rapidly,

and 20,000 years ago, when it started heat-
ing back up, there are spikes of extinctions.

Similarly, in Africa many large mammals
have managed to escape extinction over hun-
dreds of thousands of years of commingling
with humans.

All of this evidence from around the globe
points to a lethal combination, Barnosky
said. “Humans were very much a driving
force, but where you really had the most pro-
nounced extinctions is where you had cli-
mate change and humans coming together
at the same time.”

Central North America remains the most
controversial, as well as the most studied,
case of recent mass extinctions, and each
new piece of evidence fuels the debate.

Looking even further back in the history
of mammals before humans had evolved,
over the last 65 million years extinctions
don’t match up with major climate changes,
said evolutionary biologist John Alroy of UC
Santa Barbara.

“There are tons and tons of climate chang-
es in the fossil record of mammals, but these
recent mass extinctions are unprecedent-
ed,” Alroy said. “I think once you got hu-
mans onto the [North American] continent,
climate became totally irrelevant.”

Still, others think humans merely swept
into North America for the coup de grace,
speeding the inevitable end of a process
brought on by climate change.

“Without environmental change, people
weren’t able to bring them down elsewhere
like Africa and Europe,” said paleontologist
Holmes Semken of the University of Iowa.
“So there’s got to be more than just people in-
volved.”

If Barnosky and Koch are right about
human population growth and rapid climate
change being a killer combo in the past, they
think this could be an important lesson for
the future: With global warming potentially
heating up the climate at an unprecedented
rate, and ever increasing pressure from spi-
raling population growth, today’s large mam-
‘mals may soon go the way of the mammoth.

National credit-card bill is in, and it draws interest

BY DALE MCFEATTERS
Scripps Howard

he deficit figures for the federal fis-
cal year that ended Sept. 30 are in
and they are bad, maybe not quite
as bad as predicted, but still bad.

For fiscal 2004, the federal government
spent $413 billion more than it took in, an
all-time record in absolute dollars and the
largest shortfall since World II in infla-
tion-adjusted dollars.

The Bush administration argues that the
deficit is far less than forecast, thus showing
economic improvement, and that the deficit
is a manageable 3.6 percent of GDP, well
below the record 6 percent in 1983. Trea-
sury Secretary John Snow says we're on
track to meet President Bush’s goal of halv-
ing the deficit in five years.

As they say, “Yes, but ...”

At the start of the year, the White House
foresaw a deficit of $521 billion in a forecast
that most analysts regarded as a highball, in-
tentionally overstated so that the White
House could later claim, as it is doing now,
that the shortfall is not as bad as predicted.

8till, the more restrained forecast of the
Congressional Budget Office was for $477
billion. Even if this year’s number could
have been worse, it's still a lot more red ink
than last year’s $377 billion, itself a record.
The nation has been in deficit since 2001 and
each succeeding deficit has been larger.

The same with the 3.6 percent of GDP.
Yes, it's manageable but it is growing, and it
is now the highest since 1993. The Bush ad-
‘ministration had hoped to grow its way out
of the deficit, but the recession ended in No-
vember 2001 and growth has been solid
since then.

The Reagan administration did set a
record with a deficit that was 6 percent of
GDP, but that followed the economically mis-
erable year of 1982, one of the worst since

the Depression. By contrast, 2003 and 2004
have been good economic years.

Says the Center for Budget and Policy Pri-
orities: “Few occasions in U.S. history have
produced budget deteriorations this large
over a four-year period.” ..

How did we get here? The administra-
tion’s and Congress’ relentless focus on cut-

administration argues that it has been
forced to increase defense spending — and
it has by about 20 percent — but nondefense
spending is up more than 25 percent. And
there is now that costly Medicare drug enti-
tlement.

All this might not matter, but the country
has to be in sound economic shape to pay the
massive health and reti

ting taxes and none at all on
spending. The president could well finish
his first term without ever vetoing a bill. The

costs of the baby boom generation. We can't
say we haven't been warned.

Mallard Fillmore
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Two-income families: Prosperous and precarious

Los Angeles Times

HORNELL, N.Y. — Millions of
Americans have relied on two fac-
tors to help them handle the
heightened risks of the last 25
years: the entry of women into
the paid work force and borrow-
ing.

Today, more than 70 percent of
mothers work outside the home,
compared with less than 40 per-
cent in the 1970s.
although women’s

&k We've allowed

than 50 percent as the number of
earners within families has
grown.
The situation “puts families in
abind,” said Raj Chetty, a Univer-
sity of California, Berkeley econo-
mist who specializes in studying
risk. “It means that if they are hit
with an economic shock, they
have to adjust to it by making big-
ger changes in the part of their
budget that is still
not locked in.”

In other words,
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their influx could
hardly have come
at a better time for
millions of work-
ing families. It has
provided house-
holds with the insurance of a sec-
ond wage earner in case anything
happens to the first.

Yet women’s employment also
has meant new costs — for day
care, extra cars, more meals out.
and most families have treated
the additional income not as sav-
ings to be set aside in case of
emergency but as a means of rais-
ing living standards.

An analysis of two decades of
the government’s consumer ex-
penditure survey, Washington’s
tally of what Americans buy,
shows that the fraction of spend-
ing going toward big-ticket items
such as houses, cars and private
schools has increased to more
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To help cope,
many Americans
have borrowed.
Arguably, borrow-
ing has become
for this genera-
tion what unem-
ployment  com-
pensation, the GI Bill and govern-
ment-guaranteed mortgages
were for a previous one — a way
to tide over one’s family during
bad times and reach for a better

ncome Trap"

The traditional measure of
household debt — calculated as a
percentage of a family’s after-tax
income — has climbed from 62
percent a quarter century ago to
almost 120 percent, according to
Federal Reserve statistics. Much
of that increase is from the rush
of mortgage lending during the
last decade. but nonmortgage
debt also has risen, from 15 per-
cent to almost 24 percent of
after-tax income.
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Ron Burtless, 49, fixes dinner while grandson Nicky cuddles with daughter Mary, the boy's aunt. Burtless

had planned to retire from Bethlehem Steel next year. Now, with the company’s assets sold, he's told he has
to wait until he’s 62. “I'm thankful to have the job,” says Burtless, who faces more than $90,000 in medical
bills. “But 41 years in the mill seems like a high price to pay for retirement, especially if | have to go broke.”

Economists and policy-makers
have generally applauded the
growth of borrowing as a boon to
the economy and a blessing for av-
erage Americans. They have por-
trayed the extension of credit to
families further and further down
the income scale as part of a
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Bm even upbeat commentators
such as Dean M. Maki, a former
Fed economist now with J.P. Mor-
gan Chase & Co. in New York, ac-
knowledge that families’ growing
reliance on debt exposes them to
new risks, especially if interest
rates rise.

Maki estimates that the inter-
est cost on about one-quarter of
household debt is now variable
and prone to swell if overall rates
goup.

The borrowing boom already
has produced one disturbing

trend — a sixfold increase in per-
sonal bankruptcies since 1980.
Bankruptcy filings reached a
record 1.625 million last year and
were up again through March of
this year. Two decades ago, they
totaled 288,000.
“We've allowed bankruptey to
become commonplace in Ameri-
" said Elizabeth Warren, a Har-
vard Law School professor who,
with her daughter, Los Angeles
business consultant Amelia W.
Tyagi, has written an influential
book on bankruptey and people’s
financial strains called “The
Two-Income Trap.”
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dollars-fo-pound. and the euro, which 13
dollars-to-euro.)

30-year bond
Sooreaer The Resociated Brass, Bank of
America

ents and Sensibil

Money tip of the day

CBS MarketWatch

NEW YORK — If you're in the
market for a new car, you may
be torn between the features ina
new 2005 model and the low
prices for 2004 models that deal-
ers are clearing from the lots.

The first thing to consider is
how long you plan to keep your
new car, according to Mark Mc-
Cready, director of pricing strat-
egy and market analysis at Cars-
Direct.com, an automotive re-
search Web site. If you plan to
keep the car for five years or

more, it won’t matter much
which model you choose.

But if you plan to own the car
for three years or less, you're
better off with the 2005s. “The
initial depreciation youw'll take
with an 04 is substantial,” Mc-
Cready said. “You're buying a
1-year-old car.”

Check out 04, ’05 cars

Next, consider how picky you
are. “Most of the '04s are long
sold out,” he said — which may
Jeave you with only demo mod-
els, odd colors and unusual con-
figurations. If you must have a
certain color or a certain configu-
ration of options, you'll probably
be better off choosing among the
newer models. Keep in mind
that manufacturers stagger the
release of their new models.
There may be more makes of
some '04 vehicles on the lot than
others.

Then check out rebates and
pricing. This year, many manu-
facturers are offering less-sub-
stantial rebates for popular ‘04
models. “There may not be a
large price difference,” he said.

Finally, you should compare
the old and new model side by
side. To do so, visit
www.carsdirect.com/.
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Safety drill

Metro teamed with fire
and rescue squads from
the District of Columbia,
suburban Maryland and
Northern Virginia to sim-
ulate a rescue opera- .~
tion for about 15
‘mock victims trapped in a burning
train. It was an exercise designed
to prepare firefighters to work safe-
ly near the electrified rail that pow-
ers the subway trains.

The goal is to keep rescuers safe,
said Fred C. Goodine, Metro’s as-
sistant general manager for safety
and risk protection. Metro is the na-
tion’s only transit system that has
invested in the rescue carts that
ride on the tracks to carry equip-
ment or victims and also the electri-
cal safety equipment that rescuers
need, Goodine said.

Boater saves the day

NEW PORT RICHEY —
Three people were helped
from a burning casino shuttle boat
by an off-duty Coast Guard rescue
swimmer who was boating nearby.
Petty Officer 2nd Class Robert
Morgan drove his private boat to
the 75-foot shuttle and rescued the
three people on board, the Coast
Guard said in a news release. One
of the victims was hospitalized for
treatment of smoke inhalation.
The shuttle boat, which belongs
to the Sun Cruise Casino ship,
caught fire in a channel and
burned to its waterline. The Coast
Guard was

/ 1
LARGO — Two loud 4
explosions rocked a i |
Metro train at the new
Largo station. But this was 5
only a drill.

ROUNDUP

$36,486, average $42,768 and top
out at $66,203.

Don’t forget the porn

ut LOGAN — A sheriff's de-
partment in northern Utah
is requiring deputies to begin docu-
menting pornography found at
crime scenes and during arrests.

Lt. Matt Bilodeau, spokesman
for the Cache County Sheriff’s De-
partment, said that although no
connection between legal porn
viewing and criminal behavior has
ever been proven, pohce have seen
a steady increase in porn associat-
ed with crimes.

He likened the new tracking sys-
tem to the approach police use
with gang members.

Dani Eyer, head of the Ameri-
can Civil Liberties Union of Utah,
compared the program to scouring
a suspect’s bookshelf and trying to
create a criminal profile from the
things that person reads.

The victims’ names were not re-
leased.

Wellstone memorial

EVELETH — A new me-

morial will honor the late
Sen. Paul Wellstone, his wife and
daughter, and five others who died
in a plane crash in 2002.

The design of the Wellstone Me-
morial and Historic Site is sched-
uled to be unveiled near the crash
site, which is in a swamp two miles
south of the Eveleth airport.

Wellstone, his wife, Sheila, and
their daughter, Marcia Markuson,
along with three campaign work-
ers and two pilots, were killed on
Oct. 25, 2002, just days before the
Senate election.

The memorial to the progressive
Democrat, who served 12 years in
the Senate, includes a walking trail
featuring plaques about the vic-
tims and a monument near the
crash site, said Bill Lofy, spokes-
man for Wellstone Action, a non-
partisan, nonprofit political train-
ing organization founded by Well-
stone’s sons.

Seeking higher pay

HONOLULU — The presi-

dent of the union represent-

ing Hawaii public school teachers

says he wants the most experi-
be

save trees

EAST LANSING — Insecti-

cides have proven effective
in killing 45 to 96 percent of the lar-
vae of ash borers, which have been
killing the state’s ash trees.

The insectides were tested at sev-
eral sites this summer, said Debo-
rah McCullough, a forest entomolo-
gist at Michigan State University.

Elvis unveiled

An Elvis Presley sculpture, created
by sculptor Eric Kaposta of Hous-
ton, is unveiled in front of the
Municipal Auditorium in Shreve-
port, La., a day before the 50th

enced teachers to
paid $100,000 a year. Roger Taka-
bayashi said he would like to see
salaries of $45,000 a year for start-
ing teachers and an average salary
of $60,000. Teachers now start at

concert
Presley’s first performance at the
auditorium in 1954. The bronze
sculpture is 772 feet tall, weighs
approximately 1,000 pounds and
cost more than $60,000 to make.

The latest results
were presented at
the second annual in-
ternational  emerald
ash borer science panel

meeting, which drew re-
searchers to Romulus earli
er this month. They dis-

cussed their progress in
leaming more about the in-
vasive wood-boring beetle.

The ash borer has killed
more than 8 million ash trees
in Michigan and also has in-
fested trees in Ohio, Indiana,
Virginia, Maryland and Ontario.

Treatments can cost $50 to $200
per tree per year, depending on
the tree and method used.

Court aid for homeless

ALBUQUERQUE — A pro-

gram aimed at helping
homeless people resolve outstand-
ing misdemeanors is thriving.
Court officials said about 200 cases
have passed through the program
since it started two years ago. The
court sessions help the homeless
deal with outstanding arrest war-
rants and other issues in cases not
involving either drunken driving
or domestic violence.

Controversial rock

GREENWOOD — Some
neighbors aren’t thrilled
with the rock in gun dealer Don
Davis’s front yard promoting
armed protection, but he vows that
only ajudge can make him move it.
The 8-foot ornamental rock, in
front of the home Davis recently
built near this Indianapolis sub-
urb, depicts an eagle and the U.S.
flag.

The inscription: “It’s better to
own a gun and not need it than to
need a gun and not own it.”

The Highland Park neighbor-
hood association has received
many complaints about the rock,
which violates the group’s cove-
nants, president John Nystrom
said. However, Davis, the owner of
two Don’s Guns shops in Indianap-
olis, isn’t budging.

Doctors skipping town

LOUISVILLE — Kentucky

has lost about a third of its
obstetricians and gynecologists in
the past five years because of grow-
ing concerns over malpractice in-
surance, the Kentucky Medical As-
sociation says. Statistics show that
Kentucky lost 212 of 671 licensed
obstetricians/gynecologists ~ from
1999 to 2003. The losses have con-
tinued this year, the association
said. Seventy counties lack obstetri-
cians; at least two hospitals have
closed their maternity wards.

Debate nixed

PORTLAND —  The

League of Women Voters
of Lane County canceled the only
scheduled debate among the three
candidates for Oregon secretary of
state. Rep. Betsy Close, a Republi-
can, had disputed rules that al-
lowed candidates to question each
other. Then incumbent Bill Brad-
bury, a Democrat, said he wouldn’t
attend unless Close did. The candi-
dates, including Libertarian Rich-
ard Morley, haven'’t faced one an-
other in a public forum.

He never gets a break

A giant, inflatable Maytag man

floats above a building as Novel
Carter holds the door open with her foot at the Megawash laundromat in
Kansas City, Mo.
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A lone cadet walks past trees turning their autumnal colors as a fall storm packmg
SOlemn StrOll high winds and cloudy skies envelopes the chapel on the campus of the United States
Air Force Academy in Colorado Springs, Colo.

Hoping to repeat win
Dora Pearce stirs a witch’s brew of
at the Havelock Chili Festival
in Havelock, N.C. Pearce was
tending the booth of Jerone’s Cl
last year’s winnner for best chi
This year more than 20 recipes
were competing for the honor.

: g Participants gather on the
Rallying around marriage yainwastisgton for the
Mayday for Marriage rally. The rally, sponsored by the nonprofit organiza-
tion Mayday for Marriage, was held to protect marriage and preserve its
definition under the law, according to event organizers.

Slippery job  Zack O'Leary,right, carries bas filled with oil-covered wood debris down a Vashon
ppery ) Island, Wash., heach near Neill Point. O'Leary and other contract lahorers working for
the National Response Corporation, spent the day cleaning one of the most soiled beaches affected by an oil spill.

Bookmaking charge

ATKINSON — A former
sports bar owner has been
charged with running a bookmak-
ing operation from his home,
where a former police officer com-
mitted suicide four years ago.
Walter Jarosz, 47, faces six
counts of illegal gambling and one
charge of falsifying physical evi-
dence, according to unsealed in-
dictments.
Jarosz is free on bail.
Rockingham County prosecu-
tors said the bets were placed on
college or professional sports
games. The dates of the bets coin-
cided with “March Madness,” the
NCAA college basketball tourna-
ment.

percent of dancers in the state and
96 percent of dancers nationwide.

Suspect critical

DELTA TOWNSHIP — A

man suspected of fatally
shooting two women was in critical
condition after he took a restau-
rant waitress hostage and police
shot him in the chest.

The suspect took the waitress
hostage in a restaurant about 10
miles west of Lansing after police
confronted him and an accom-
plice. She was shot in the leg and
her injuries were not life-threaten-
ing, police said.

Police said they were investigat-
ing.

The two men are suspected of
killing Elizabeth Lowe, 24, and

Bri“gi"g back the camp Brandy Lowe, 21. The women, who
‘were cousins to each other, were
NEW CASTLE — Easter | found shot in a Lansing park and
Seals Virginia is attempting | Jater died in a hospital.
to raise more than $1 million to re-
f;(:;e ;a];t)pular Cralg County camp | potice fund feud

Jeanne.

Camp Easter Seal-West has
been a favorite of campers with dis-
abilities since it opened in 1957.
Each year, Easter Seals brings
more than 500 children to the high-
land meadow.

But after Jeanne, the camp has
closed for the year and turned
away those who had hoped to
spend weeks there this fall.

The 7 inches of rain that fell on
Craig as the remnants of Hurri-
cane Jeanne passed over caused
$1.2 million in damage at the
camp, yet insurance will cover
only $90,000, Hutchinson said.

Hospital: Pay up
BOSTON — A Springfield
hospital has been placing
liens on the homes of patients to
collect on bills, a move that is rais-
ing the eyebrows of health care ad-
vocates and state officials.

Baystate Medical Center over
the past 15 months took 300 pa-
tients to court and had liens placed
on the homes of 46 patients, the
Boston Sunday Globe reported.
State officials plan to look into the
practice.

“Hospitals should not put liens
on poor people’s homes,” Paul
Cote, state commissioner of Health
Care Finance and Policy, told the
Globe.

Cote oversees the “free care”
program, which helps the poor pay
medical bills. He said he would
look into Baystate to see if it is vio-

NY BUFFALO — Officials in

more than a dozen Buffa-
lo-area towns are fuming over a
threat from cash-strapped Erie
County to halt police services in
rural communities. The county no-
tified 16 towns stretching from
Clarence to Wales that it will stop
providing Sheriff's Department
protection on Jan. 1 unless the
towns reimburse the department.

Record-breaking crop

CHAMPAIGN —  Illinois

farmers are expected to har-

'vest more than 2 billion bush-
els of corn and nearly 483 million
bushels of soybeans this fall, new
records for both crops, the U.! S.De-
partment of Agriculture said. Na-
tionally, the corn crop is expected
to reach a record 11.6 billion bush-
els, 15 percent more than last year,
and the soybean harvest is expect-
ed to be 3.11 billion bushels, 27 per-
cent more than a year ago.

Money for family

GULFPORT, Miss. — The

Veterans Affairs Hospital
in Biloxi was ordered to pay nearly
$536,000 to the family of a veteran
who died five years ago of an aneu-
rysm. The award went to the widow
of Thomas Harrison. Harrison, 64,
died Aug. 7, 1999, less than three
months after an X-ray showed he
had an aneurysm. He was waiting
to have surgery scheduled.

o

lating state at protect
the poor from unfair collection
methods.

Agency on dancer’s side
OMAHA — The Nebraska
Equal Opportunity Commis-
sion is dedicated to eliminating dis-
crimination involving the elderly,
minorities, immigrants and even,
it seems, for topless dancers.

The state attorney general’s of-
fice has filed a lawsuit on behalf of
the agency against an Omaha real
estate company because it refused
to rent an apartment in west
Omaha to a stripper.

The Richdale Group had de-
clined to lease an apartment to
Charleigh Greenwood after she list-
ed her occupation as a “dancer” at
a Council Bluffs, Iowa, lounge.

The NEOC in its lawsuit said
such a refusal discriminates
against women because labor sta-
tistics show women make up 98

lawyer
Attorney General Mike Cox
is paying $340,000 in bonus-
es this month to 240 members of
his legal staff.

‘The bonuses range from $150 to
$1,700 for employees who earn up
to $110,000 a year. Cox said the
staffers worked many hours of un-
compensated overtime. They and
other state workers also got a 4 per-
cent pay raise Oct. 1.

College funding crunch

ATLANTA — The Board of

Regents averted a pro-

posed 10 percent midyear
tuition increase for public college
students. Under pressure from
Gov. Sonny Perdue, the board
chose several other ways of absorb-
ing $64.8 million worth of cuts. Per-
due agreed earlier to cut the uni-
versity system’s share of the bud-
get shortfall from $68 million.
Stories and photos from wire services
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Shrek headed for Broadway

“Shrek,” the tale of a lovable green ogre, was one of the
biggest movies of the last several years. And its sequel
‘was equally successful.

So what is left to conquer? Broad-
way, says Sam Mendes, director of
the Academy-Award-winning

“American Beauty” and creative pro-
ducer of the upcoming stage version
of “Shrek.”

‘Workshops of the musical will be
held sometime in 2005, according to
Mendes, whose Scamp Film and The-
atre Ltd. will co-produce the musical
along with DreamWorks, which did
the movies. No timetable has been
set for the Broadway opening.

Jason Moore, who directed the
Tony-winning musical “Avenue Q.” is set to direct, while
the book will be written by David Lindsay-Abaire, author
of such offbeat comedies as “Fuddy Meers,” “Kimberly
Akimbo” and “Wonder of the World.” A composer and lyr-
icist are to be named.

Mendes

Depp: I'm just a regular guy

Johnny Depp reckons he’s no great movie pinup — he
just has a “weird job.”

Arriving for the premiere of his lat-
est movie, “Finding Neverland,” at
London’s Leicester Square, Depp
played down his movie star image as
fans lining the red carpet screamed
his name.

“I wouldn’t say I'm a heartthrob,”
he said, as his wife, French singer
and actress Vanessa Paradis, looked
on. “I just have a very weird job.”

Depp has been touted to win his
first Oscar for his role as “Peter
Pan” creator J.M. Barrie, but the
41-year-old actor dismissed such

Depp

talk.

“I can’t say that occupies my every thought or every
moment,” he said. “That’s not my job to think about that,
but if people want to say that, that is really sweet.”

Kirk Douglas gets his own neighborhood

Actor Kirk Douglas will never be forgotten in Palm
Springs, Calif., where he lived for more than 40 years.

‘The Palm Springs International Film Society and Inter-
national Film Festival honored the
87-year-old “Spartacus” star Sunday
by naming a six-block stretch near
the city’s airport after him.

Douglas lived in Palm Springs for
more than four decades. His son,
Joel, moved to the city two years ago
and began a drive to name the street
after his father.

The dedication ceremony was at-
tended by Douglas, his wife Anne,
and their three surviving sons, in-
cluding Academy Award-winning
actor and producer Michael Dou-
glas.

Also present at the ceremony were U.S. Congresswom-
an Mary Bono, the wife of the late Sonny Bono, who start-
ed the film festival as the city’s mayor; crooner Robert
Goulet; Jack Valenti, former head of the Motion Picture
Association of America; and “Entertainment Tonight’s”
Mary Hart.

Undecided? Why not just skip election?

“South Park” co-creator Matt Stone has a message for
all you undecided voters.

“Stay home,” said Stone. “It doesn’t matter who you're
gonna vote for. If you really don’t know who you're gonna
vote for, or are uninformed, or haven’t really thought
about it? Just stay home.”

Stone and Trey Parker have teamed up for the puppet
parody “Team America: World Police,” which debuted in
third place at the box office this weekend with $12.3 mil-
lion. A parody of 1980s action movies, the film ridicules
both Democrats and Republicans.

In person, Stone has little patience for those on the polit-
ical fence.

“If you really don’t know or you're just going to vote for
George Bush because he’s already in office, or you're
gonna vote for John Kerry because he’s on the cover of
Rolling Stone, don’t do that. That’s lame. Just stay home.
That’s all we ever said,” Stone told the San Francisco
Chronicle in Sunday’s editions.

b
Douglas

Stories and photos from The Associated Press

AP Dhoms

Above: Democratic presidential nominee Sen. John Kerry appears
on Comedy Central’s “The Daily Show with Jon Stewart” Aug. 24.
Left: President Bush, right, appears with Roland Martin on Martin’s
fishing show for the Outdoor Life Network in April.

TV makes, hreaks and
fuels polltlcal campaigns

Bush, Kerry and a host of others take to the
airwaves in an effort to influence the 2004 race

Editor’s note: Arts and entertainment have long con-
verged with politics. But this year, something different is in
the air — and on movie screens, in bookstores, on the
radio, and everywhere else media is consumed.

This is the third part of a six-part series.

BY FRAZIER MOORE
The Associated Press

NEW YORK — Around the time the presidential race
began, Janet Jackson came undone on the Super Bowl tele-
cast, giving rise to the term “wardrobe malfunction” and ig-
niting a public outcry heard all the way to Capitol Hill.

Now, as Election Day nears, CBS News is nose-deep in
hot water for its recent exposé on President Bush’s mili-
tary record that relied on apparently fake documents.
‘Among viewers who long ago branded Dan Rather a liber-
al boogeyman, this was the last straw.

Such events bookend a year where TV wasn't justa medl-

First, Justin Timberlake had exposed Janet Jackson’s
right breast to 89 million viewers. Then that audience,
along with the rest of America, was exposed to another un-
seemly display: lots of finger-pointing, as everyone tried to
dodge the blame for what was labeled both a regrettable ac-
cident and a clear sign of TV’s moral decay.

Then, last month, CBS was fined $550,000 by the Federal
Communications Commission for the Super Bowl fiasco.

“As countless families gathered around the television to
watch one of our nation’s most celebrated events, they
were rudely greeted with a halftime show stunt more fit-
ting of a burlesque show,” huffed commission Chairman
Michael Powell, who at the same time had been fighting
for deregulation measures that would let media giants be-
come bigger and less responsive to the public than ever be-
fore.

The presidential campaign’s version of the Super Bowl
kicked off Sept. 30 with the first of three televised debates
between Bush and h]S Democratic rival, Sen. John Kerry.

But those unique joint appearances,

um for political but a political
well.

Viewers, polarized by sights as far afield as
the Super Bowl and Baghdad, suspected tele-
vision of furthering the rift with secret
agendas that distorted the truth of what
they had seen.

Or didn’t see.

What did it mean when CBS News an-
nounced recently that it had shelved a
“60 Minutes” report on the rationale for
warin Iraq because it would be “inappro-
priate” to air it so close to the election?
‘Was this an act of journalistic responsibili-
ty? Or a desperate bid to make peace with the
Bush administration? Meanwhile, what did it
mean that ratings for Fox News Channel soared — even
beating ABC, CBS and NBC in head-to-head competition at
the Republican convention? Easy, said fans of the network:
Here was a rare outlet for fair and balanced journalism.
Easy, said others who regard the network as a mouthpiece
for a vast right-wing conspiracy: With Fox, that conspiracy
has tightened its grip.

And what did it mean when NBC'’s “The West Wing” —
which izes a progressive D
announced that Alan Alda would join the show as a Repub-
lican senator with aspirations for the White House? Was
his addition just a way to rejuvenate the ratings of a series
past its prime? Or a sop to conservative viewers who al-
ways thought “The West Wing” has a liberal tilt? As ques-
tions like these danced in the viewer’s head, a grating tune
still resonated from the Super Bowl.

Bush and Kerry were both popping up just about
anywhere that promised a cordial reception.
Kerry tried to lighten things up on CBS
“Late Show with David Letterman” and
Comedy Central’s “The Daily Show with
Jon Stewart.” Bush went fishing on the
Outdoor Life Network.

In separate sessions, Dr. Phil and his
wife, Robin, talked child-spanking with
fellow parents the First Couple, then

with Kerry and his wife, Teresa Heinz

The candidates also popped up in dueling
campaign commercials.

And even more contentiously, in commercials
‘made by supporters on the candidates’ behalf. For weeks, a
group called Swift Boat Veterans for Truth blasted Kerry
as a coward. Other veterans fired back in ads defending
Kerry's service.

If the level of combativeness reached laughable heights,
it wasn’t lost on TV’s comedians.

“Tonight” show viewers were reminded that Bush was
pledging “to destroy terror networks wherever they oper-
ate.” Then host Jay Leno added, “By ‘terror network,’ it's
not clear if he meant al-Qaida or CBS.”

And on “The Daily Show” parody newscast, fake anchor-
man Jon Stewart was hailed by many fans as not just a
source of chuckles, but a refuge for political insight.

“We turn our attention,” he intoned one night from be-
hind his anchor desk, “to the biggest swing state in this
year’s presidential election.” He paused meaningfully.
“Iraq. Think of it as Ohio ... a bloody, intractable Ohio.”
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Horoscope

Venus is rather terse with Pluto,
causing us to feel on edge about
relationships, especially the ones
that blur into the area of
personal finance. Thoughts
center around the idea of
reciprocity. If someone in
your life seems to always
be the taker, now is the time
when you really notice. Do
consider the many ways in
which one might give,
though.

TODAY’S BIRTHDAY
(October 20). You make a
stand this year, and the
world is different because of
your contribution. Meaning-
ful exchanges this month and next
connect you with a romance that's
lasting. If already paired up, you'll be
traveling together through the holi-
days and discover a new interest
that blossoms into a big moneymak-
er! Love signs are Virgo and Pisces.

ARIES (March 21-April 19).
Lite’s little bumps give you a chance
to duck out and do a personal inven-
tory — something you can accom-
plish in a quiet 15 minutes or take
the whole day to do. A relationship
that has gotten one-sided will even
out.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20).
Whatever you were procrastinating
about can wait no longer. Getting
the icky stuff out of the way (and in
the process finding out that it wasn't
so bad) is the best motivator for
doing the rest. You'll be able to flirt
this afternoon.

GEMINI (May 21-June 21).
You can spot a fake a mile away.
Use your laser-sharp intuition about
people to put yourself in fine compa-
ny. Begin and end your meetings
and appointments on time, and stick
to the agenda. Really mean what
you are saying.

CANCER (June 22-July 22).
Your influence is strong, and your
opinion means more than you know.
Encourage a loved one who is
pursuing a cherished dream. Later,
you're the one this person will thank
in the acceptance speech

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). Folks
aren't responding in the manner you
think they should. As much as you
love your friends, you can also find

them frustrating! Change your ap-
proach. Don't accept interactions
that are less than favorable.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22).

Make a gracious gesture at work,
and team spirit gets everyone
through a rather chaotic moming. If

Joyce Jillson

someone could bottle and
sell your ability to priori-
tize, the world would be a
much more productive
place!

LIBRA (Sept.
23-Oct. 23). Alittle
politeness goes a long
¥ way toward giving you a
reputation as someone
solid and kind. The truly
over-the-top generosity
comes into play when
you decide not to notice
whether anybody retums the favor.
That's real class.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21).
You have many tasks to do, and
you haven't the time and resources
to do them equally well, either.

Inevitably, something will be
skipped. So prioritize carefully, and
then, let it go. Tonight, you're distract-
ed by dreams of love.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec.
21). Relationships require you to be
the leader, something you're comfort-
able with but don't always prefer.
Mainly, being the leader requires
you to make decisions exactly when
avoiding a decision would be much
easier.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan.
19). Your passion wil lead you to
do what less passionate people
wouldn't dream of — take risks!
Approach someone who can help
your odds. If you're going to take
tisk, why ot take one in which the
odds are in your favor?

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18).
Your nutrition is out of whack —
likely not enough variety, water-rich
foods or greens. Stop by the store to
remedy this instead of going for yet
another quick-stop meal. Note: Your
social life requires variety just like
your diet.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20).
You want to improve yourself, be-
ccome smarter through reading, and
create meaningful experiences with
loved ones. You're the only one who
can give these tasks more urgency!
Make a stronger effort to be proac-
tive.
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Foxtrot

HAVE YOU SEEN. ITDLo0K  HAVE You HINT I NEVER SHOULD

THE UPDATED GREAT ON  SEEN THIS? 17’5 EVEN HINT  HAVE GIVEN HIM
PLAYSTATION=22 Top SUMMER. HINT. THAT WALLET
IT'S SUPER SLM. OUR TV, '

- THIS, FRONTHE SAME: ELITIET GRAMUARIANS
WO GAVE US—THE INTERROBANG ¥

Eugene Sheffer Crossword

20€,

Baby Blues

Spider Man
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COSET.

YOU AND I HAVE A SCORE
TO SETTLE, TARANTULA.

NO,IT SURE

TFEEL BAD ABOUT | ME TOO, IT
O LITTLE
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i D\SAGQEEMENT,) THNG TO HAVE
HONEY - ARGLE ABOUT
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TODAY T'LL PAIR
YOU WITH SOMEONE
WHOSE SOCTAL
DEFECT WILL CANCEL
OUT YOUR OWN

WELCOME TO DOGBERT'S
SCHOOL FOR THE
SOCIALLY OBLIVIOUS

GAAAII T KEEP TRYING
TO TALK ABOUT MY KIDS
AND YOU KEEP CHANG-
ING THE TOPIC TO YOUR-
SELF!!
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Across 59 Lambs' dams 24 Egos'
1 Tra trailer counterparts
5 West of Down 25 Be of two minds
Hollywood 1 Ms. Anderson 27 Two (Ital.)

2 Mideastern gulf 29 Ostrich’s kin

8 Felix Unger-esque

12 Idolaters’ writings 3 Lascivious 30 Calendar abbr.
13 Immigrants' study 4 Echo sounder 32 Gotham
course (Abbr) acronym 34 Nudged, in a way
14 Montreal player 5 Tuneful 37 Bando
6 Blond shade of baseball

15 Indian metropolis

17 “Dead Poets 7 “Silas Marner”

39 Sweater destroyer

Society” director author 42 streisand
18 Reddish blue 8 Jazz festival title role
19 Fish-eating hawk town 44 Put into words
21 Scoundrel 9 Force 45 0n
22 Bender 10 ... baked in—" 46 Wild dance party
23 eBay offer 11 Conservative 48 Acknowledge
26 Accomplished 16 “Zounds!" 49 “— off to see
28 Concise 20 Baw! the ..."
31 Valhalla VIP 23 Evening-g 50 Picnic h
33 Prompt accessory 53 Mound stat

35 Heavy reading

36 Obstinate ones

38 Freddy's street

40 Gist

41 Distant

43 Derek and Diddley

45 Diamond pattemn

47 Canada’s capital

51 Poi base

52 Connecticut city

54 Finished

55 One more than
27-Down

56 Civil wrong

57 Cheat at

hide-and-seek

Answer to Previous Puzzle

A
w
A
Y

58 Young fellow

10-20 CRYPTOQUIP

CGAHGR GWMEGYWY HT
HBVON EC SKWAG VWRS
KA SR HTY YOVVWY AS

“MKHTSR EC H BACWSANW.”
Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: IF A KANGAROO IS
FINDING IT HARD TO JUMP, SHOULD HE JUST
TAKE SOME LEAPING PILLS?
Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: S equals T
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Young girl should follow dream

Dear Abby: Last March you
printed a letter I wrote. In it, I
told you I had expressed my
desire to become the first female
U.S. president, but my teacher
and fellow students laughed at

me.

Since writing to you, I have
received a flood of sup-
port from friends, Dear
Abby readers and you,
yourself. But wait, there
is more! T received a
letter from Sen. John
Kerry, and just recemly,
one from the Whi
House signed by Presl—
dent Bush.

The fact that I received
aresponse to my letter
from that high up on the
ladder of life has inspired
me. I feel that I can now
follow my dreams and
help other young women my age
to believe that they, too, can do
whatever they want if they just
trust themselves.

T have included a copy of what
President Bush had to say, in case
you want to print it, Abby. And
thank you for your help.

— Marta in Maryland

Dear Abby

Dear Marta: Thank you for the
update, and for granting me
permission fo print the letter you
received from President Bush. (I
printed Sen. Kerry’s letter last
May.) That he would take time
from his campaign schedule to
offer you his support shows his
belief in young people
like yourself, who, in
the years to come, will
determine the future of
our country. Read on:

“Dear Marta: 1
recently learned about
your desire to be presi-
dent of the United
States.

“America is a great
country, where people
can dream big an
achieve their full poten-
tial through hard work
and determination. I encourage
you to continue setting high goals,
studying hard and helping others.

“The lessons you learn now will
help you develop the character
and values you need to succeed in
life and become a responsible
leader.

“Your idealism, hope and ener-

gy reflect the spirit of America
and can help to build a better
future for all our citizens.

“Mrs. Bush and I send our best
wishes. May God bless you, and
may God continue to bless Ameri-

ca.
— Sincerely, George W. Bush

Dear Abby: 1 cannot stand it
when people drop in unan-
nounced! My mother is the big-
gest offender. If our door isn’t
locked, she walks right in without
knocking. My husband and I work
hard all week and look forward to
peace and quiet on weekends.

How can I tell her to call us be-
fore coming over?

— Sick of it in Eau Claire, Wis.

Dear Sick of it: I don’t blame
you for being angry, but your
mother isn’t to blame for this
situation — you are.

Your mother may have no idea
that you're so angry. Say some-
thing to her before you explode.
Letters for this column — with your

ame and phone number — should be
addressed to Dear Abby, P.0. Box 69440,
Los Angeles CA 90069. Readers can write
to Abby on the Internet at
ttp://Www.uexpress.com/dearabby
Universal Press Syndicate

Teen girl writes to prison inmates

Dear Annie: vy
16-year-old granddaugh-
ter, “Lena,” lives with me.

Legally, I am her foster
mother. The state is her
guardian.

Lena is writing to, and
receiving mail from, two
young men who are in
prison. They are both
over 18 and incarcerated
for four to eight years. I
don’t know what crimes
they committed to get
these sentences.

Lena met them when they were
in high school (before they were
arrested).

1 have blocked their phone
calls, but how do I block their
mail? I told Lena’s social worker
about the correspondence, but he
just shrugs his shoulders. I sense
Teal danger in these relationships.
What can I do?

— Worried Grandma Out West

Dear Worried: It helps that
these young men are behind bars
for the foreseeable future. Howev-
er, Lena will be at least 18 by the
time they are out, and this could
spell major trouble at a point
when you won't be able to do

Annie’s Mailbox

much about it.

Please talk to Lena
without becoming
alarmed or angry. Tell
her that prison tends to
harden inmates, and
these men are no long-
er the boys she remem-
bers. Yes, they deserve
a chance to prove
themselves, but there’s
no way to know in
advance how that is
going to turn out, and
Lena needs to under-
stand the dangers. If she sees a
better future for herself, she will
be less susceptible to the charms
of these young men.

Dear Annie: 1 would like to
respond to “Mom’s Overprotec-
tive Daughter.” It seems a neigh-
bor, “Betty,” is pressuring Mom
to sell her home. One of your
suggestions was to have the house
put in the daughter’s name. Deed-
ing the house over to the kids may
not be advisable for estate and
gift tax reasons.

As a financial adviser, I have
seen many attempts to coerce

elderly people into doing things
against their better judgment.
Assuming all parties are agree-
able, Mom should have a lawyer
draw up a power of attorney
appointing one or all of her chil-
dren to act on her behalf in any
and all financial matters. Or Mom
can have a limited power of attor-
ney drafted, addressing only the
issue of her home. Once she has
executed this document, she can
say to Betty, “You'll have to speak
with my daughter. She has full
power and authority to handle
this for me.”

This solution would allow Mom
to retain title to her house and let
someone else deal with Betty.
Perhaps the kids could pay the
attorney’s fee — a small price for
peace of mind. Mom is fortunate
to have such a caring daughter.

— Charleston, W.Va.

Dear Charleston: We appreci-
ate your expert advice — which
was much better than ours.
Annie’s Mailbox is written by Kathy

Mitchell and Marcy Sugar, longtime
editors of the Ann Landers column.

nnie’s Mailbox, ¢/
5777 W. Century Bivd., Suite 700, Los
Angeles, CA 90045.
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Dennis the Menace
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4 fe THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME
B by Henri Arnold and Mike Argirion

Unscramble these four Jumbles,

one letter to each square,

1o form four ordinary words.

SNAIE

and then thers was the
time | fell asteep on
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Now arrange the circled lefiers to

MINKOO
form the surprise answer, as

[Xj ] | by the above cartoon.
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(Answers tomorrow)

LATHE UNCLE  SPLICE  VERSUS
When his parrot greeted them with foul lan-
quage, they were — SPEECHLESS

Vesterday‘s‘ i‘””blss

nswer

Family Circus
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“Mother Nature is showing all the
leaf-blowers how to do it.”
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Non Sequitur
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T u&zwx

“And as the net slooocoowly lifted him from the
water, the voice kept whispering,

I LIKE TALKING T0 MYSELF, JOEY, CAUSE
TALWAYS GET THE ANSWERS T LIKE."

The Far Side

I want your leqs. ... | waaaaant vour leqs.” E e
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STRIPES SERVICE DIRECTORY

your daily

guide to navigating
the European Business Market

FOR INFOR“ai iir

COM=4LT LLAN ADAM

ON GROW 11, TNUR BUSIN-=% i TH THE &~

L1Y: 06155-wu .

or EMAIL: adamss@mail.estripes.osd.mil
I

{17+ DIRECTORY

203 or DSh: 32¢-5203

Attorneys

Travel 1000

US & Gen
Empioyment & Persanal Injury
Tax, Probate, TenanuLandord O

ma
Office: Heidelberg Tel 06221 727 9595

Guy L.Womack

Worldwide Court-Martial Defense
www. GuyWomack.com
e-mail: Guy.Womack@USA.net
Phone:(713) 224-8815

ELEEEYREYYVELR
Travel Sarvice
Car-Zeiss Strasse 7
66877 RAMSIeln in AOLAND'S Auto Agency)
Tel; 08371-617270 Fax: 06371-617272
infofglobetrottertravel de- wwwglobetrotteravelde
SANTA HAS HIS XMAS FLT, DO YOU?

Flights to & from Germany/USA
NO Deposit Required to reserve seats

Layaway Program « E-Tickats Availabe
Bookings avaiabio up 10 9 monihs n acvance

CALL for your t‘tckms TODAY!

T
LAW OFFICES JOSEPH K. KELSO
U'S. Attorney at Law

Specializing since 1960 in U.S. Federal
Employment Law, Administrative Boards,
Personal Inury and Medical Malpractice, Tort
Claims, International Cor
Tmmmigration Law.
Tel: (06108) 79 75 70  Fax: (06108) 79 96 22

Travel Agencies 1002

BOOK ONLINE
Zsave 510 per ticket

Attorney at Law Marion J. Browning-Baker|
—

Former Judge Advocate
Tel: 0711 161 0000
eemail: info@browningbakerlaw.com
(A Full Service Law Firm Speciallzin
epartment of Defense Ci
Y Divorco and Ghie Custody Matters.
T

[Prone: (069) 30 1072 || Fax: (069) 30 12 68|
David.Court@ Tl Frankfurt, Germany

Auto Parts

in
an

180

\

T
4 m'nependablg. Courteous & Prompt

Visit the Kudos on our site and
see what your friends have to say!

amepar www.dmauto.com
“mention this ad for a free NAPA hat"

Serving those who Serve Am,
Ph:516-822-6662 * Fax: 5

Dental

Internet Services 600
T
e DSL and Cell service now
Pifper e
23 call us:06221.750050 +DSLFLAT RATE
25 o vs: 082217500585 SSAMEDRYACTIVATION
opjonotcom * ALL SERVICES AND

B emall postoffice@pienet + SUPPORT IN E \m ISH

e Visit: Wi pjsnot com

NTHRN ACC
www.greennet.de
DSL Flat Rate €29.9

| Unlimitad Time & Volume or
Internet Dial Up Connection

Phone: 06731-2348

1
Standard Issue Meets A New Standard

estripes.osd.mil
STARSuSTRIPES

Your Hometown Newspaper

Fly To The Sla!es for as low as

299 Euro

Round Trip incl. Tax!
call toll free 0800-5878359

. wid of
v/ TUI

Mo - Fr 09:00 - 18:00
Sa 09:00 - 13:00

Discount Flight Fares .~
Rent a Car
Last Minute Spe

Super Specials World Wide

Al Airfines
Sne:ali& Wilitary Fares.
Car Rantats

st Offers Around the-

Call Chrstine 06202 270624

litary Travel International

Buy

Stripes this
Sunday
and every
Sunday to
get your
scene!

Pentagon

CHANNEL

Watch the new

Pentagon Channel ...

Long Distance
Service

Sign Up and get a *Free
800 Number from the US!

GERMANY Cell:
OVER DSN:
SPAIN:

PORTUGAL: 9.9¢
TURKEY: 29¢c

* By simply dialing your Milite
CallHe b
e

26c
5.9¢
7.9¢

www.militel.net

™ Fast, Easy Sign Up 24 hrs!
™ Credit Card/ US Bank Debit!
® liemizad Monthly Billing!
= 24/7 Live Customer Support

OLL FREE 24 HRS
0-800-1826-224
800-872-252
900-961-539

1-402-392-7513
In!ngmll"el.nel

904

Financial Services
n

Worldwide Loan Services for active
U.S Military. Call toll free:

Germany DB00yesluan Maty/Belgm 00800yesisans
USA 1T emniusa  Or g f0 wkw.yESOmALEOM

omimn

love to
seyrﬂ"“‘

P(S WITHOUT STRESSI Call-Fax-Email for IMMEDIATE SERVICE
" thp(‘;“/c:? ers 0 - $15,000
USLOANS
WWwW S| ans.cc

NS M)
LOANS

Active Duty & Retired Military GS-5 & Above

Tel. (049) 06371-17222 or 917891 Fax 2633

Over a million airfares worldwide
Monday-Friday 1000-1800 Saturday 1200-1400,

tesinmtravelus 1
g Tel 06181906690

Asmangnnurgar Sir. 64, 63457 Hanau-Woligang
AmericanAirlines

Germany to/from U.S.A. - Payment Plan
[ www.flyusave.com
| ph: 0180-5007427

|
Standard Issue Meets A New Standard
estripes.osd.mil

1C

INTERGLOBAL Shipping GmbH
Specalized Shippng ofrom the
ouschold Guds, Prsona Bongng|

Contact you

info@interglobalshipping.del

Tel (0421) 34

Wi
10650 _Fax (0421)340 €565|

al.com

US & Canada|

rsmssoma. Leading American Mitary Lenders

ur Pro's at the Docks &

nterglobalshipping de

—Fentagon

Watch the new

Pentagon Channel ...

MEETS A NEW STANDARD
STARSk«STRIPES.

Your Hometown Newspaper

Wherever You Go, We Go

estripes.osd.mil
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advertise with STRIPES CLASSIFIED

..o it’s a SNAP!

PLACE A PRIVATE PARTY AD IN FOUR SIMPLE STEPS t
1. Write an ad (be sure to include the item, price/or best offer (0BO0) and phone number).
2. Select a 4, 7, or 30 day package.
3. Choose a category from the index running most days in Stars & Stripes Classified.
4. Decide which day you would like your ad to begin running, and submit with the appropriate
payment on or before the deadline listed below. *

CONTACT ST!'(IPES TO PLACE AN AD
24 hour e-mail rvice (Phone Service 8:30 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.)
R i ripes.osd.mil
06155-601-376
S5-601-447/328/212 or SN 349-8447/8328/8212

jum: 08007802  Germany: 0800-1011-271
lhly 800-780266 Spain: 900-958304
USA: 1-877-751-8352
Customer Sen 55-601437 or DSN 349-8437
ON IUSXN[SS RATES OR ADVERTISING IN THE SERVICE DIRECTORY,

E-mail: clas.
Fax: Gelman

PRIVATE PARTY PACKAGES

1. 4 lines for 4 days for $20.00 ($5.00 per additional line). §
2. 4 lines for 7 days for $30.00 ($7.50 per additional line). §
3. 4 lines for 30 days for $55.00 ($10.00 per additional line). §

1 Private Party Rates apply only to individuals advertsing personal merchandise or private property
for sale, up to two major items such as a boat, motor vehicle or home. Commercial Rates apply to
property and/or merchandise for rent and commercial aperations. Employment Rates apply for
Jobs Offered and Job Fairs. For Commercial or Employment Rate information contact Stars & Stripes Clasified.
* Payment is required in advance in order to publish ads. Acceptable forms of payment include: Vi
MasterCard, Check or Money Orcer. Please do not send cash. 1f an ad is not received by the designated deadtine,
it il begin running the next available day. Please allow one extra day for all Federal holidays.
§ Classified ad lines include approximately 25 characters (this includes spaces) per lne.

MONDAY, DUE NOON THURSDAY FRIDAY DUE 4 PM TUESDAY CONTACT SEAN ADAMS
TUESDAY DUE 4 PM THURSDAY SATURDAY DUE NOON WEDNESDAY

WEDNESDAY DUE 4 PM_FRIDAY SUNDAY DUE 4 PM WEDNESDAY D‘_“"“ﬂ“’ays @s20
THURSDAY DUE 4 PM MONDAY Business Name:

CLASSIFlED ADVERTISING COUPON
D14 lines/7 days @ $30 (] 4 lines/30 days @ $55

 Your Name:
 Addr
Visa/MC  (circle one):

Phone #:

Exp.Date:
Run Date(s):

Sénd ol mm tof

ddre
e e P e
Classified Advertisini
Unit 29480, AP0 AE

International Address
ean Stars & Stripes
TIN: Classified Advertising

Department i
Postfach 1330, 64345 Griesheim

‘Deadline to place, cancel or make any change to an ad i four business days prior to fst date of publcation. 15 the responsibily of the advertser o contact European Stars & Stipes Classified on the firt date of publication to corect errors. 1 the ad has a typographical eor, that does nat
afect the integral value o the ad, ie.e., misspelled words; wrong category (case-by-case): CAPS, bold, alicized incorecty: it will be corected, but no makegood willbe gven. Incorect phone numbers, wrong price, wrong dates, make or model lsted ncortectly wil result n a makegood for ane
are non-refundable.

additiona day. tars & Stipes reserves the ight to edit and return any and allads considered inappropriate or publishing. All classified advertisements

Adoption Services 020 | Announcements 040 | Autos for Sale Autos for Sale
Germany 142 erman
Fome” ﬁé?&“"us““-?’oi“n"%% D p o a5
oo studes, Ug lcense 0 Chew iy 0L LS, 1| vovo 873,095 oy 240ty | 00 Avuncemens 182 Ao epars 560 Aparment o 0 et
i aoapt abroac oo or cal new, o - | Kies Sne aanar, e, g ntiaues omputer eligous Actvites ong Distance Service
e S Say - Bl i | e, 200 Fomgtemons 78 Hoeimmumne | a0 e
o1622. AR okm G617-5675: 15050 miceuse candhanc: S| 142 utostorale- Gemany 540 Health Care 928 Resume Service 886 Attoreys
‘ Zdnlnn OSBUWSOSDEC\ yedé 02&%%“2429”;0 call Steve 158 Buses/Vans/RVs Jobs Offered 932 Satellite Television 904 Financial Services
1 m"‘ Concion iles '7 162 Four Wheel Drives 120 Pets. 952 Services Offered 944 Transportation
Announcements 040 || SHOP OFTEN! f‘swoﬂa‘fﬂ:eé:;‘:dm v 0 2 164 Motorcycles B0 ReslEsate 1002 Travel Agencies 1000 Travel
Do your Holiday | |56 75k *hew fane.| pariech S Specs8ok oo Yoo
. receipts, manuals, $3,500 obo S 522' )
Shopping at || o632 00N 06| vy passn oo s 2571 | BusesVansiRYs 158 | Computers 30_|Pets 820
“The Source” || JEEr i Lg% i |16 Fdia g it
Ay @ Source™ | wert ™ ceimer EiefSotdion:oi71:0dora7 " | Renault Magan Senie 97 our | B ;Purchase ol isted pets is at
i APOFPOShpping.com W antioiarn s v e s e | BTG ST | & buyer's risk. German Dog Cub
agep, | Easetal -85 ocommends chacing
e S ||, a0, 70, v | VE Tt 1 St | SRS B 88
YOUR IRAG WAR PHOTOS A il | Bk loadel il cofden - {ore any purchase
o dotas vt ) 3500 Gbo, i 0820. 4515 Classic Autos 160
tnodgiawariors.con | 600 online merchants; W P Fronch Buldog puppy and Dog
0 9 Mercedes C200 07 a/c cc. olo_ 98 classic 107k Km. DeBordeaux p\ADD\ES wwlh aH
s | SPIPPING 10 APO's | 5866, SonghER, aderale o8 | St s ci ¥k S o Mustang 8, 209, aute sheis and womed win
and FPO's for the | | 5700 suro, ol 6173736610 | 6800, call 6160-6217164 many 560 0bo, ca p.m.wnmzmm; 2l 0175 643647
Y aToaRSS o oot revsons
MisaCrats 080 || HOEEOSRTN | oo D, 11,5 | e i SR Yo | e ——
NEED A CAXE fo Brtcrs — plus — e iy s St e | Autos for Sale - UK 154 | T 70| oo |
ing's,~ Anvarsares,  or 5
1Y Occasion. Please call| | * Shopping & shipping % VW Palo 02 Ift hand dr, mot ShinTau puppies wih papers,
Krisine af 0044 1353 668 540 tps hrough member | | Meteedes E320'99 oo spece: | YW Folo 051 1agd v e | iasan £ anhz‘; mg X8I | o sl Sz o & ot | AVaLA ool [ handard |
gased & SE (PloSnden | Sats i ket e rodd "t | T V2904 Bl P 5 €5 | BT footlong ana’ ot wi, | %605 932353 after Gpm, $550 fandard Issue
Automotive 140 || forums Sl paymevws\a*mmm BB ORAY " 2550 | 5 eyt Sl § Chsa* Cal o | male or e
* Overseas information | | Mercury Couger 1, ve,m Seacz sl Meets A
DR R P —— "
‘In;;v;:;éis‘.g?ie 'n'zgu:m;g S50 ||« erchant rating system || S350 bee can G578 512K | putos Wanted 156 Auto Repairs 182_| Y obs Wanted 0 Apartments Wanted 858 New Standard
* Zip code database !Zn'-gugum‘%ﬂm SG\ou e Nood Your Tarission or| -~ ot |1 need s house or ground
Atosor e < 00 a0, Sy gy emcsaes, on, et | S e v g, g ey (i R ,
G 142 || * Monthly Contests & Prizes | | 230,830 8 E 22— | otore you soll, junk Lorguo t SawelsiPCSings & Babying | o e cl G165 3647718 t d.mil
ermany Hesan 190 Con 30 G ) e Vil rea. Naria 0170-6764796 estripes.osd.mil
* Free classified ads shape auio, bik met. low mies Child Care Wanted 300
e 100 94, 6 oyt 5300 GO o hep "R, | mnwkinicoarsde | Child Care Wanted 300 Language Classes 912
guroot ac. now hla\(as nmg\g T e ] | Widsbaden, call 01786711875 P— . N P Pets 820 Iguage
e L — i Mﬁ:ﬁ ?%i;ﬁbés il m‘:gw%g Sondilon, aug;; cre and ot H‘ausgkagpm@ o o pupmizs | Gorman as second language
auor specs. 7 esponaiie ;. relerences. ro: o lobrador, FAPEIS: | O anguage
“;sm;’aas:sgzksaﬁ % | AutosforSale ‘J"“ e | Pl ool ol SN e | AR T o518 iy Sea el
875588757 ° °° . Germany 142 081785477850
o 0 s Sl
St B SEPLE | w5z g 00 g e L Tavel I
mwszeme 100K, B metglic, oy lulﬂ“n _— iy STARSWSTRIPES
iac o | 85814706245 0001787416840 AVACATION IN GARMISCH: i
Ausv esspseﬂ evmddrvgpui‘nd email apache “ ) BOOHighTech.com | | [VACATION N GARMISCH" | | ™ fuutiomattur Newpoper
$57560 Fumberg 08402 923841 | LEXUS GS300 * 99, US spec. o0 " custom comPuTERS | i of Garmi
W 730, 9%, G 776 90 o, o ey [, finac UM coMLTERS QB e
MW 730192, ST, P | lonc maint; ex con 09 welcomo. 0B324-0
et gondien $15.500 obo Call 0651340630 -

Automotive

Email:
mil :tarysaleva,

Tel

fmec-wuerzburg.de
3247 Wuerzburg

(09721 ) 946069 Schweinfurt
(0951) 9622817 Bamberg

www.amccarsales.com

N
$27,040 2005 540 75

n
$36,490 2005 XC90 25T AWD
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Jobs Offered 630

Jobs Offered 630

Computer Support On-Site

C Technician

‘CLIN: 0001AB General Job Descript
« Provide on-site customer support for PC_desktop, workstation, server, or network
infrastructure services that are coordinated with the DoDDS-E Customer Support Service
Center (CSSC). * Services include but are not limited to, install/uninstall, troubleshoot,
diagnose, and test equipment such as, workstations, printers, scanners, and other peripheral
equipment. ¢ Coordinate hardware warranty suj ay require replacement of
et pars o ntalaton of ew pars » Porom waitation confurtion changes or
Operatng system updates, mageite-age worlstations, intall and coniguro sof
ralatont: Towe dats back apes o othar dsts S¢rage mecla 1epor semvt conels
error messages, and assist umev lbLthaI support staff to resolve Server or networ
infrastructure problems. etween $19.50 ~ §23.50 per hour / These are full-time
positions supporting DoDDS s:houls rmuughout Europe
*OPEN to DoD DEPENDENTS ONLY

efits include:
Annua eave, Sicleave, Paid Federal holi
ion Reimbursement, 401K plan

Interested persons should send their resume to: American
Gloria Navarro-McDermott, Human Resources Manages Computer
HRDIV@COX.NET Services

Part-time On-Site
PC Technician/Help Desk Support

CLIN 0001 AB-PT

* Provide on-cal omsit support. Response as soon as pracical but ot lter than

of business on the following businsss dy:

Rebo daily rotation of all server backup ta

< Onsito customer support for PC deskiops and workstations, Provide assistance

Network engineers for server, or network infrastructure services that are
coordinated with the DoDDS-E Customer Service Support Center (CSSC).

« Al services in this position will be on a per-call basis and based on Trouble
Tickets issued by the DoDDS-E CSSC.

ide but are not limited to, install/uninstall, troubleshoot, diagnose,

quipment such as, workstations, printers, scanners, and other
peripheral equipment.

« Coordinate hardware warranty support that may require replacement of
defective parts o installation of new parts.

« Perform workstation configuration changes or operating system updates,
image/re-image workstations, install and configure software on workstations,
rotate data backup tapes or other data storage media, report server console error
messages, and assist other technical support staff to resolve server or network
infrastructure prol

Supporting DoDDS schools throughout Europe.
( taly, UK, Iceland, Tu Portugal, Netherlands, Bel

im)

« Provide project_management

Project Management ] managemert
CLIN: 0001AG General Job Description 5o/ C*%, 1o Secec lecic
sevices include: assemble a_project team, provide guidance to team members, make
recommendations to DoDDS-E management, provide project overview and updates, and
conduct briefings. » Services also includs, coordinating project tasks with appropriate business
units and with external parties, when appropriate. S ange between $8,359 -
10,320 per month / This position is located in the DoDDS Europe HQ,
D e.

« Assist functional users_in
identifying software application
"CLIN: 0001AH General Job Description requirements. that will support
business processes. + Analyze user application requirements for the software development
team. » Provide Level Il support for corporate and educational software applications to include

Program A

Pay:
$200 per month retainer
$25 per hour for trouble calls

Interested persons should send their resume to:
Gloria Navarro-McDermott, Human Resources Manager
HRDIV@COX.NET

ManTech

Telecommunications and Information
Systems Corporation

MANTECH OPMAS-E
Vacancies | October 04 / Sunday 16 Oct

common off the shelf (COTS) or modified COTS. + Coordinate software

schedules with technical project managers and customer community. * Provide software

application support to DoDDSE business units, such as Resource Management Offce, Logistics,
esource Office, Procurement, and Education.

month / This position is
located in the DoDDS Europe HQ, IT Division office.

Database Administrator
CLIN: 0001AE General Job Description
include management of; user accounts, access permissions, passWords, securty controls, and
storage limitations. » Resolve reported databsse problems: perform databass backups and
restore data when needed; instal, configure and meintain detabase software; nstlldatabase

maintsin Salary range between
$6,149 ~ $7,654 per month / This position is located in the DoDDS
Europe HQ, IT Di i

« Provide and maintain databases in

k Admi + Provids. network_infrastructure
upport o tho DoDDS £ neor
CLIN: 0001AD General Job De: * Typical services include management
o fawals, Intemet fites, routrs, swiches, Inusion Detecton systams, VPN fesources,
Sccess conirol devices, and talecommunicaton Infrface Gt » Senviees lso iciude
resolution of reported issues, coordination of circuit install and uninstall requests, assistance
it LANAWAN sauipment uparados,data raffic monitorng, mance snhancomerts
Network Adrminisutors are esponsibl for the overall secury postre o the network and arc
require to mainain horough documentaion.  They will ensure that LANWAI
Secure and conform 10 DoD; DADEA and DoDDS-E standards. » Network
iy a1 be asked 10 provide management with consutation and recommendations for
cump\ex «echmcal Pvu‘echs S-Iary range between $5,530 ~ 5 ,923 Per me
This position is located in the DoDDS Europe HQ, I offics

Cnfi Q. Devel

ator

y + Develop software modules and
rovide reports based on system
CLIN: 0001AF General Job Description  focliicmcris and specificaions
Tl senices include: prfo siructral and unctona qualty sssuran tetngof DoDDS.
tems, document doveloped spplicatons, provide implamentation strcions in
dards, and [
Sippor for applcaton relsed issues o n howss dovlope appltaion. » Asore sofwro
ystemsar uly itgratedard unctonalwih the DODDSS infastucure Salary range
between $5 6.4 mo s position is located in the
DoDDS Europe H

Q.1

ivision of

Customer Support Help Desk * Maintain and operate a central
Customer Support Services Center
CLIN: 0001AA General Job Description  (cSsC) 1o coordinate au service
level support. + Provide vl | suppor o users and il Loublshootng of worsiaion
prtiems using remote deskop managemment oo, amailan elsphonic communication o
Fesciv workstion prokiame.« o el sotre support o cororate and educationl
applications to include common off the shelf (COTS) or modified COTS. » Provide statistical
Fepors rom the CSSC dtabaseto DoDDS. management o anlysisan planing Hourly
rate: between $23.20 and $27.60 / This is a full-time, located in the
DoDDS Europe HQ, IT fice.

Benefits include:
Annual leave, Sick leave, Paid Federal h
bursement, 401K plan

Interested persons should send their resume to: American
Gloria Navarro-McDermott, Human Resources Manager ~Computer
HRDIVE@COX.NET Services
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Pentagon

= CHANNEL

Watch the new
Pentagon Channel ...

{tpentagonehannelmil and find out haw!

Employment Opportunities

o THE
STARSE/STRIPES
TEAM TOOAY!

ACCOUNTING TECHNICIAN
Salary: S21,000.00- 523.000.00

Dt NIA
Closing Date: 250612004

CLASSIFIED SALES ASSOCIATE
Slary: $21.00000 52300000
rening Dae: 28-Sy 2004
Cutoff D
D:

Closi G Fiea

DIGITAL IMAGING OPhRAIOR

Notto Exceed 13 Mon
S 55000 3100
Opening Date: 13-5¢7.-2004

Cutoft D
Clsing Date: UnilFilled

DlSTRICT MANAGER AT LARGE
1o Exceed 13 Mor

Cutorf D,
Closin Date. 15 0ct 2004

GRAPHIC ARTIST
lary: $31.500 35000
£ Die 2 2004
ot Dat
Closne bttt P

REPORTER/PHOTOGRAPHER
Salary: $32.000-538.000
Opening Datc: 19-Aug-2004
‘Cutoff Dute: NIA
Closing Date: Uil Filled

OFFSET PRINT WORKER
0

$10.29 per hour

Oper

LABORER

$8.51 per hour

EDITORIAL ASSISTANT
S10.00 per hour
24 hours a week

How To Apply

Fax Resume:

Inper

sheim Kasern
heim Germany

SANDS 1S AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER
REASONABLE ACCOMODATION
APPLICANTS WIT

s
833207
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SCOREBOARD

. Arkansas Tech

Kansas City at san Jose

3. Gisela pulko 311,749
37 305,788
5276579

5274234

5266948

5265828

3 5263040
43 Martina Navratilova 5252011
44 Tamarine Tanasugarn 5247228
45. Dinara Safina 5239190
46. Emilie Loit 5237612
47, Jill Craybas 5237422
48 Barbara schett 5236893
etra Mandula 5222546

52 Ueval Haner 5221678

ATP Tennis Masters Madrid

singles

First Round

Robin, Saderling, ‘Sweden, def. Florian
Mayer, Germany, 6-3, 7-6 (2)

Luis Horna, Peru, def. Hicham Arazi, Moroc-

hby Ginepri, United States. def. Juan
LisTafi Rascon, spain, ¢
Alex C lla. Spain, def. David Ferrer,
Spain, 7-
Stefan Koubek Austria, def. Sjeng Schalk-
en, Netherlands, 6-4, 6-4.
larus, def. David Sanchez,

Spain,

tony Dupms, France, def. Agustin Call-
eri, Argentina, 6-4, 6-4.
Mardy Fish, Uni
Ancic, Croatia, 056
et Costs, Sl 461 Iraii Labadze,

ed states, def. Mario

adorg

ATP money leaders
Through Oct. 17

AFN TV & Radio 0. Grand Valley St., Mich. lay, Oct. 30
1. Central Oklahoma san Jose at Kznsas Ty
Catanba, ! geles v, Colorado
outh Dakota
Wednesday ona St., Mi Los Angeles a(co\orado
AFN-Sports, 1 ~ Baseball: ALCS, olo. School of M iay, Oct. 30
Game s, Boston at NY. Yankees (ma), . Cloud State, Minn. Colorado at Los Angeles
, 10 pm. — Baseball: NLCS, X
alx'p:?imusmgm . Luma ball: NLCS, 19 Saginaw ey Sk, Mich. 53 181 2 I hock
X .m.— Basebal . 19, Saginaw Valley St. Mich.  5-
ol o ook G i§ £ College hoc
TI| d ,$arion Newman Tem. 57 162 CAA D
uskegee, -
ursday Tuskegee, Ala. 1382 NCAA Division I poll
AFN-Atlantic, — Baschall: ALCS,  24.Central Arkansas 2 44 2 MINNEAPOLIS — Top eams i the NGAA Dl
game 7. if NeteRsary: Boston at NY. Van Nebraska-Omaha 2 21— yiion | men's ice hockey poll, comp
lege tockey SN Wit Mot
— pro football: NFL i Ve T erahchs. ecerds through ook
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Monday’s transactions

American League
ANAHEIM ANGELS—Requested uncondi-
tional release waivers on INF Adam Riggs.

LORADO ROCKIES - Declined their mutu-
12005 option on RHP Steve Ree

ional Basketball Association
CLEVELAND CAVALIERG Waived
Hunter and G David Jackson.
| DENVER* NUGGETS—Signed G DerMarr
DETROIT PISTONS—Waived C Nigel Dixon
and F Terrence Shannon.
PHILADELPHIA 76ERS-Waived G Nate
James.

mmie

FOOTBALL
nal Football League
NFL_Suspended Denver T Eayne Car-
sullTorone game for vilatng the ague's
personal conduct policy.
BUFFALO BILLS— Slgned WR George Wilson
tothe practice sa

gHicago, RS- e WA 8. Barr,
R-DB Chris Day, FB-LB Merrill Robertson,
FELB el Washington avd WA OB Gorios

right.
‘COLORADO CRUSH~Signed K Clay Rush.
COLUMBUS DESTROVERS-Signed WR-LB
D.J; Humpi
‘GEORGIA FORCE—Signed FB-L8 Kevin Ald-
ridge and WR-DB Chris Curd. Released QB
Chris Hixson.
/EGAS GLADIATORS—Signed WR-DB
Dameon Porter
ANGELES AVENGERS—Re-signed K
Remy Hamitor
NASHVILLE KATS —Signed L Aaron McCon-

NEW ORLEANS V00D00 - Signed DS Calvin
Coleman and L Brook Miler.
ORLI ANDOPREDAIDRS Sianed WR-08 Jus-

tin Skag
TAMPA BAY STORM-—Signed WR-0B Kenny
ciritian and WR.DS Lynarse Elpheage.

National Lacrosse League
MINNESOTA—Named ~ Mike  Simpson
coach.

—Announced men's_baske
hal\ F Mlke Pv\gr\m has decided to transfer.
ced the resignation of Trip
Durham, assistant director of athletics for
marketing and home evem onera(mns, to
‘take the position as director of marketing at

—Named Adrienne Wydra wom-
assistant basketball coach and Isaac
Haas men's assistant bas-

hes.
I0LLS STATE—Announced the resigna-
tion of men’s basketball coach Ricky Blan-

NORTH DAKOTA STATE—Suspended PK
Cory Vartanian indefinitely from the football

ESSEE—Suspended DB _ Brandon
Johnson indefinitely from the football team
for a violation of team rules. Dismissed DB
Chris Heath from the team.
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An unidentified model waits for a
ball during the Masters Tennis
Tournament in Madrid on Mon-
day. Models have replaced the
traditional ball boys for the event.

Nadal needs
one hour to
win opener
in Madrid

The Associated Press

MADRID, Spain — Spanish
youngster Rafael Nadal needed
only an hour to beat Italy’s Da-
vide Sanguinetti 6-2, 6-1 on Tues-
day and advance to the second
round of the Madrid Masters.

Making up for his first-round
exit last year, the 18-year-old
Nadal beat Sanguinetti, a semifi-
nalist in Vienna last week, to set
up a second-round match against
14th seeded American Vincent
Spadea.

“Against Spadea, I'll certainly
have to do better than I did
today,” said Nadal, who was the
star of the Spanish side that beat
France last month to reach the
final of the Davis Cup against the
United States in December.

“I hope to play 50 percent bet-
ter each day,” Nadal said. “Clear-
ly, winning the first match gives
me a lot of confidence.”

Tommy Haas of Germany and
Taylor Dent of the United States
also advanced to the second
round of the $3 million event.
Haas, a semifinalist in the CA Tro-
phy last week, beat Xavier Ma-
lisse of Belglum 6-4, 6-1 and Dent
defeated Mikhail Youﬂmy of Rus-
sia 6-3, 6-2.

They were joined in the second
round by Ivan Ljubicic of Croatia,
a6-4, 6-4 winner over Tomas Ber-
dych of the Czech Republic, and
Fernando Verdasco of Spain, who
breezed past Jonas Bjorkman of
Sweden 6-1, 6-2.

Second-seeded Andre Agassi,
the 2002 champion, was sched-
uled to play Max Mirnyi of Be-

rus in a second-round match
later Tuesday.

Withdrawals by Roger Feder-
er, Andy Roddick and Lleyton
Hewitt have left Tim Henman of
Britain as the top seed in the tour-
nament, followed by Agassi and
Russia’s Marat Safin.

Spain’s Albert Costa faces Hen-
man in the second round Wednes-
day.

The Associated Press

DAYTONA BEACH, Fla. —
Dale Earnhardt Jr. lost his appeal
of a 25-point penalty and $10,000
fine for using a vulgarity during a
postrace TV interview.

Instead of leading the Nextel
Cup standings on Monday by a
point with five races to go, Earn-
hardt trails leader Kurt Busch by
24 points.

“NASCAR had issued repeated
warnings to contestants regard-
ing the use of inappropriate lan-
guage during live event broad-
casts,” the National Stock Car
Racing Commission said Mon-
day. “The infraction occurred
on-air at the racetrack during the
live broadcast of a NASCAR
event, not in a casual private con-
versation or offsite activity.”

NASCAR punished Earnhardt

on Oct. 5, two days after he won a
race at Talladega and was inter-
viewed by NBC.

In its denial of the appeal, the
three-member panel called Earn-
hardt an important ambassador
of the sport and a role model.

There was no immediate re-
sponse from Earnhardt or his
team. They have the option of
‘making a final appeal to commis-
sioner Charles D. Strang.

Meanwhile, the Parents Televi-
sion Council, an advocacy group
to protect children against sex, vi-
olence and profanity in entertai
ment, filed an indecency com-
plaint against NBC with the Fed-
eral Communications Commis-
sion. It wants the FCC to levy a
fine against every NBC affiliate
that aired the interview.

Attempts to reach someone at
NBC Sports were not immediate-
ly successful.

AP
Dale Earnhardt Jr, right, talking with fellow driver Matt Kenseth, lost
his appeal of a 25-point penalty assessed by NASCAR for using a vulgar-
ity during a postrace interview at Talladega Motor Speedway. The
penalty cost Earnhardt the lead in the Nextel Cup championship chase.

Harrison suspended four years for doping

The Associated Press

COLORADO SPRINGS, Colo. — Two-time
Olympic gold medalist Alvin Harrison accept-
ed a four-year suspension from the U.S.
Anti-Doping Agency on Tuesday for drug vio-
lations uncovered in the BALCO case.

The 30-year-old sprinter, who won gold
medals as part of U.S. relay teams in the 1996
and 2000 Olympics, was charged with viola-
tions of anti-doping rules based in part on evi-
dence presented in the U.S. Senate in May,

then turned over to USADA
before the 2004 Athens

Games.
“It's a bittersweet day,”
USADA chief executive of-
ficer Terry Madden said.
“It’s good that another athlete in the BALCO
drug conspiracy has been brought to justice.
It's a sad day because we now know a conspir-
acy is out there. Athletes have admitted to it
and people are using prohibited substances.”

The evidence did not include a positive
drug test, but did include information gath-
ered during the federal probe of the Bay Area
Laboratory Co-Operative.

Harrison was the second athlete to admit
using illegal substances despite not testing
positive. Sprinter Kelli White, who forfeited
two world titles, earlier accepted a two-year
suspension.

Another 10 athletes have received sanctions
for testing positive for THG or modafinil, two
of the drugs linked to BALCO. Among them is
Harrison’s twin brother, Calvin, who received
atwo-year suspension.

Sorenstam is WSF’s Sportswoman pick

NEW YORK — The accolades, llke her
putts, just keep rolling in for Annika Soren-
stam. Sorenstam, winner of six luurnaments
on the LPGA Tour this season, was selected
Sportswoman of the Year by the Women’s
Sports Foundation at the Waldorf Astoria.

Olympic beach volleyball gold medalists
Misty May and Kerri Walsh were honored in
the team category.

Sorenstam, 34, is fresh off a victory in the
Samsung World Championship on Sunday.
She chipped in a 40-footer from the fringe for
an eagle 3 on No. 15 en route to her S4th win.

“It’s a great honor because (the Foundation
is) striving every day to make more opportuni-
ties for girls and women available,” she said
in a statement.

The Women’s Sports Foundation, founded

AP

Annika Sorenstem was voted Sportswoman of
the Year by the Women's Sports Foundation.

by Billie Jean King, is marking its 30th anni-
versary. The awards dinner raises more than
$1 million annually for education and grant
programs for girls and women in sports.

Forty Athens Olympians met with Presi-
dent Bush at the White House before attend-
ing the dinner.

Philippines tells six players to leave

MANILA, Philippines — Six professional
basketball players have been told to leave the
Philippines voluntarily or face deportation
after the government accused them of faking
their citizenship to play in the country’s pre-
mier league.

Justice Secretary Raul Gonzales ordered de-
portation proceedings initiated against four

a Senate inquiry last year concluded they
used fake birth certificates purportedly show-
ing their parents were natural-born Filipinos,
to claim their Filipino papers.

“The Senate has conducted an exhaustive
investigation and they have found no records
to back the claim of these players that they
are Filipino citizens,” Gonzales told reporters.
The justice department said the orders were
to be served to the players Tuesday.

“Since we have already determined that
they are undocumented aliens, we could
order them detained pending the conclusion
of the deportation proceedings against them,”
Gonzalez said. “If they don’t want to experi-
ence this, they have the option of leaving the
country voluntarily.”

He also directed police investigators to look
into possible perjury and falsification charges
against team owners, managers, talent scouts
and civil registrars who allegedly issued spuri-
ous documents to the players.

The players include Davonn Harp, Jon Or-
donio and Mick Pennisi of Red Bull Barako,
Rudy Hatfield of Coca-Cola and Alex Crisano
of Barangay Ginebra. All are starters.

Asi Taulava of Talk ‘N Text was also or-
dered deported, but before that, Gonzales told
the attorney general to lift a preliminary in-
junction the player had secured from a Ma-
nila court in a bid to prevent his deportation.

Philippine Basketball Association Commis-
sioner Noli Eala said the playerss can file a
court appeal but can no longer play.

Sabres anticipate layoffs

BUFFALO, N.Y. — The Buffalo Sabres will
lay off about 25 employees by the end of No-
vember if there is no resolution to the
month-old NHL labor dispute.

Layoff notices were issued last Friday, and
the team confirmed the news in a statement it
released this week, saying the decision was
made “in response to the current uncertain-

The Sabres did not identify which employ-
ees or departments were affected. The layoffs
will leave the team with about half of its nor-
mal 150 full-time staff. Anticipating a poten-
tial dispute, the Sabres had already cut dozens
of jobs through attrition since last spring.

‘The NHL regular season, which was sched-
uled to start last week, has been disrupted
since the league locked out its players on Sept.
15 following the expiration of the collective

Americans, a Tongan and an after
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New BCS formula triggers old arguments

BY CHRIS DUFRESNE
Los Angeles Times

Initial reaction to Monday’s
first release of the Bowl Champi-
onship Series standings: You call
this progress?

The rankings system that for
six years has determined college
football’s national championship
game participants has been modi-
fied and simplified to prevent a re-
peat of last season’s disaster in
which Southern Cal finished No. 1
in both human polls but No. 3 in
the final BCS standings.

Yet, as Monday’s release indi-
cates, the C in BCS could still end
up standing for “controversy.”

USC opened as undisputed
first-week BCS king with No. 1
rankings in both polls and the sys-
tem’s computer component, but
there was confusion just below as
Miami (Fla) debuted ahead of
Oklahoma in the important sec-
ond position.

In the new formula, a calcula-
tion that gives equal weight to the
two human polls and the comput-
ers, USC opened with a BCS aver-
age of 9912,

Miami was second at .9187, fol-
lowed by Oklahoma at .9161.

Oklahoma’s place was a sur-

prise because it is No. 2 in both
human polls, whereas Miami is
fourth in The Associated Press
poll and third in the ESPN/USA
TODAY coaches’ poll.

The top two schools in the final
BCS standings will play for the
BCS national title in the Orange
Bowl on Jan. 4.

BCS coordinator Kevin
Weiberg said it was too early to
draw conclusions about the new
system.

“I think it's important that
there not be an overreaction to
this first poll,” he said.

Yet, it’s fair to say a mini-con-

troversy was the last thing
Weiberg and other BCS commis-
sioners wanted in the first week.

“I suppose there’s a little bit of
irony there,” Weiberg said.

Monday’s first BCS posting was
only the first snapshot of a long
season and Weiberg said the
Miami-Oklahoma situation would
work itself out.

Despite its No. 2 ranking in
both  polls, Oklahoma was
dragged into the third BCS spot

because of its No. 5 ranking in the
computer component.

Weiberg said several comput-
ers factored in a school’s road
record and that Oklahoma had
played only one road game this
year, last week at Kansas State.

Weiberg said that Oklahoma’s
No. 5 computer ranking might be
a one-week anomaly.

“I think that it's very unlikely
that that would hold up through
the balance of the season,” he
said.

Oklahoma coach Bob Stoops
said he was not yet concerned
about any potential controversy.

“It really makes no difference
where anyone is ranked today,”
Stoops said in a statement re-
leased by the school. “There is too
much of this season left to play
for anyone to get too worked up
about this now. The bottom line is
that you have to go out there and
win your games.”

Tweaks in the BCS this year
were intended to make sure a
school ranked first in both polls
could not finish third in the BCS
standings.

Yet, the new formula may not
protect a team that is second in
both polls, especially if there is lit-
tle distinction separating the sec-

Bowl Championship
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“Even though two-thirds of the
formula is driven by the human
polls, we’re counting actual votes
here and if there is a close mar-
gin, the computer polls are going
to have some significant influ-
ence,” Weiberg said.

In one of the more interesting
story lines, Utah made its BCS
debut at No. 7, the highest

first-week ranking by a non-BCS
school.

Utah, which trails No. 6 Wiscon-
sin by a sliver — .7251 to .7255 —
is trying to become the first
non-BCS school to qualify for a
major bowl game.

Utah earns an automatic berth
if it finishes sixth or better in the
final BCS standings and can be
considered for one of two at-large
berths if it finishes in the top 12.

Utah’s remaining games are
against UNLV, San Diego State,
Colorado St., Wyoming and BYU.

Utes hushed about their lofty standing

BY DOUG ALDEN
The Associated Press

SALT LAKE CITY — As happy as Utah
coach Urban Meyer was to hear his team was
ranked seventh in the first Bowl Champion-
ship Series standings, he didn’t want to talk
about it much.

And he deﬁmlely didn’t want to hear about
it from his play

“If T hear n 111 squelch any discussion
about that,” Meyer said Monday.

Meyer has been critical of the BCS in the
past, mostly because it doesn’t include Utah’s
Mountain West Conference among the six
leagues that are guaranteed a spot in the four
elite bowl games.

A team like Utah has to win an at-large
berth to play in the Orange, Sugar, Fiesta or
Rose bowls, and no team from a mid-major

conference has done that since the BCS was
adopted in 1998. To get in, the Utes most like-
Iy need to go unbeaten and see where the com-
plicated combination of the AP and coaches
polls and computer rankings have them at the
end of the season.

“Those rankings don’t mean anything un-
less we do win out and that’s a long way off
right now,” Utah quarterback Alex Smith
said.

“It's different when a computer is telling
you where you're ranked. It's not polls. It's not
people. I’s not opinions. It's some computer
spitting it out, so who knows?”

The top six teams in the BCS standings are
guaranteed a bowl bid and only the top 12 are
eligible to play in one of the big games.

The biggest this season is the Orange Bowl,
which will feature the No. 1 vs. No. 2 teams in
the standings.

Utah’s seventh-place start in the BCS stand-
ings is the best ever by a mid-major confer-
ence team.

The Utes remained unbeaten with a 46-16
win over North Carolina on Saturday, improv-
ing to 3-0 against teams from BCS leagues this
season. The Utes also have victories over
Texas A&M, ranked No. 16 in the BCS stand-
ings, and Arizona.

Utah hosts UNLV on Saturday and finishes
the season against San Diego State, Colorado
State, Wyoming and rival Brigham Young.

Winning out would give the Utes their best
season in school history, but one loss would
quickly end any mention about the BCS.

“Iactually hope this team realizes a little bit
about that — what our potential could be,”
Smith said. “But I hope they just don’t forget
how we got here and that was preparing bet-
ter than the team we played each week.”

Texas sticking with Young as starting QB

The Associated Press

AUSTIN — Texas football
coach Mack Brown is sticking
with Vince Young as the team’s
starting quarterback, despite two
consecutive poor passing games.

Brown had suggested after the
Longhorns’ 28-20 victory over
Missouri that he’d consider re-
placing Young with Chance
Mock. But he removed that op-
tion during his weekly news con-
ference Monday.

“Vince will start,” Brown said.

Eighth-ranked Texas plays at
Texas Tech on Saturday.

The coach said he had wanted
to see how Young was feeling
after he was knocked out of the
game in the second quarter with a
bruised sternum. Although Young
was cleared to return in the third

quarter against
Missouri,
Brown  stuck
with Mock, who
played the en-
tire second half.
Brown said Young was fine.
The two quarterbacks threw
for 58 yards in an offense that
ranks 103rd nationally in passing.
The Longhorns have been able to
compensate for that with a rush-
ing attack that ranks No. 2 and av-
erages 293.5 yards per game be-
hind tailback Cedric Benson.
Part of the reason for sticking
with Young is his ability to run.
“He is such a valuable part of
our running game,” Brown said.
“A big part of Cedric’s running
success, to me, comes from (de-
fenses) having to be aware of the
ability to make the explosive

College

foothall
briefs

plays with Vince.”

Vols starting safety suspended
for firing gun near campus

KNOXVILLE, Tenn. — Tennes-
see starting safety Brandon
Johnson was suspended indefi-
nitely because he fired a gun into
the air near campus.

Johnson, a junior, was arrested
Monday and charged with felony
reckless endangerment  after
shooting the gun outside the apart-
ment of tailback Cedric Houston,
according to a police report.

Junior defensive back Chris
Heath, who was in school on a
‘medical scholarship but not play-
ing, was charged with misde-
meanor unlawful carrying of a
firearm. Heath was permanently
dismissed from the team.

No. 11 Tennessee hosts Ala-

bama on Saturday.

Washington St. starting QB
out for the season

PULLMAN, Wash. — Washing-
ton State quarterback Josh Swog-
ger broke a bone in his foot and
will need season-ending surgery,
school athletic department spokes-
man Rod Commons said Monday.

Swogger’s backup is freshman
Alex Brink.

Rutgers player seriously hurt
in ¢
PISCATAWAY, N.J. — Three
Rutgers football players were i
jured, one seriously, in a multi-ve-
hicle accident caused by a man ac-
cused of drunken driving.
Safety Dondre L. Asberry, 20,
of Miami, suffered a spine frac-

AP

Washington State QB Josh Swog-
ger had 13 TD passes and seven
interceptions this season.

ture and head injuries in the acci-
dent Saturday night, police said.
The junior remained in critical
condition Monday at Robert
‘Wood Johnson University Hospi-
tal in New Brunswick, hospital
spokeswoman Kristen Walsh said.
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Williams
to meet
with NFL
on return

BY STEVEN WINE
The Associated Press

DAVIE, Fla. — Retired run-
ning back Ricky Williams is
scheduled to meet Thursday with
the NFL to seek permission to im-
mediately rejoin the Miami Dol-
phins, despite his multiple viola-
tions of the league’s sub-
stance-abuse program.

William David Cornwell, an at-
torney representing Williams,
and the NFL Players Association
also will attend the meeting in Cal-
ifornia.

“We are anxious to present the
case for permitting Ricky to re-
join the Miami Dolphins this year
and to clarify his status under the
league’s substance-abuse pro-
gram,” Cornwell said in a state-
ment Monday.

In July, Williams said he
learned shortly before retiring
that he had failed a drug test for
marijuana — his third violation in
the program since 2002.

Because of the violations and
Williams’ subsequent retirement,
the Dolphins say their under-
standing is that he is suspended
for the entire season. The NFL
has declined to comment.

If Williams were to play this
year, it would likely be with
Miami, because the league trade
deadline is Tuesday.

The Dolphins haven’t won a
game since the 2002 NFL rushing
champion retired. At 0-6, they're
the league’s lone winless team
and off to the worst start in their
39-year history.

Speculation regarding coach
Dave Wannstedt's future has shift-
ed from whether he'll be fired to
when — and who will depart with

A housecleaning that would in-
clude general manager Rick Spiel-
man and much of the coaching
staff becomes more likely with
each defeat.

Cornwell declined to address
Williams’ motivation for coming
out of retirement.

“It is not appropriate to discuss
our rationale for rejoining the Dol-
phins until after the NFL and
NFLPA hear from us directly,”
Cornwell said.

Conmbutmg to &he change of
heart w:

Henry will remain Bills starting RB

The Associated Press

ORCHARD PARK, NY. —
Once healthy, running back
Travis Henry will regain his job
as the Buffalo Bills’ starter, even
after Willis McGahee’s strong
debut on Sunday.

“Travis will be the starter and
Willis will get more playing time

as we go,”
coach  Mike
Mularkey said
on Monday. “T
think due to in-
jury, T don’t
think  that’s
any case to make a change right
now. [Henry] has been produc-
tive.”

Mularkey’s comments come a
day after McGahee made his first
NFL start and helped the Bills
(1-4) win their first game of the
season, a 20-13 victory against
Miami.

Henry is nursing a sprained
left foot. His status for this Sun-
day’s game at Baltimore is un-
clear. The Bills will begin to deter-
mine Henry's status when the
team returns for practice on
Wednesday.

McGahee, who missed all of his
rookie season recovering from re-
constructive surgery on his left
knee, finished with 111 yards
rushing and 31 yards receiving.

Mularkey’s announcement re-
garding Henry’s status shouldn’t
come as much of a surprise to Mc-
Gahee, who knew his role as start-
er was only temporary.

“T'm still not the starter. Travis
Henry is the starter,” McGahee
said after the game. “He was out
this week and I'm pretty sure
he’ll be back. And I'm looking for-
ward to playing with him.”

Quinn probable starter for Bears

LAKE FOREST, 1. —
Jonathan Quinn probably will
keep his job as the Chicago Bears’
starting quarterback, but rookie
Craig Krenzel will get more prac-
tice this week.

Quinn struggled for a second
straight start Sunday, completing
10 of 22 passes for 65 yards in a
13-10 loss to the Washington Red-
skins and was booed by fans at
Soldier Field.

The Bears play at Tampa Bay
on Sunday. Quinn begins the
week as the team’s No. 1 QB —
but he could be unseated if Kren-
zel looks better.

“Right now Jonathan is our
starter. We'll go through the week

NFL injury update

Injuries to Bromment NFL pla ers, fol~
lowed by te ?
day's edftion mr mmp ete njury 3 report
pre VI d by the

R Santana Dss (hamstring), G

Pete K ndall (toe) and G Brandon Moore
(hamstring) are all probable.

and at the end of the week see
where we are,” coach Lovie
Smith said Monday. “We'll decide
alittle later on who is going to do
what.”

Quinn will get 60 percent of the
snaps with the first-team offense,
and Krenzel’s repetitions will be
increased to 40 percent.

Hobbled Leftwich expected

to practice, play

JACKSONVILLE, Fla. — Jack-
sonville  quarterback  Byron
Leftwich was in a walking boot
Monday, but coach Jack Del Rio
expected him to practice this
week.

Leftwich sprained his right
ankle late in Sunday’s win against
Kansas City. He stayed in the
game and led the Jaguars on a
67-yard scoring drive in the clos-
ing minutes that gave them a
2216 victory.

The second-year starter fin-
ished 24-for-36 for 298 yards with
three touchdowns — two passing
and one rushing.

He left the stadium on crutches
with his ankle heavily wrapped.
He also bruised his left shoulder
on the second drive of the game,
but Del Rio said that injury
wouldn’t affect him this week.

Seattle’s Wistrom out 4-6 weeks

KIRKLAND, Wash. — Seattle
Seahawks defensive end Grant
Wistrom will be out 4 to 6 weeks
with a small fracture in his left
knee.

Seahawks doctors initially be-
lieved Wistrom had only hyperex-
tended his left knee.

“It was a little bit more than I
heard right after the game,”
coach Mike Holmgren said. “He
has a little crack. The slight frac-
ture has to heal first of all.”

Wistrom will most likely miss
Seattle’s visit to St. Louis on Nov.
14, a game he was looking for-
ward to playing. Wistrom spent
his first six NFL seasons with the
Rams before signing with the Sea-
hawks in the offseason.

The loss of Wistrom is a major
blow to Seattle’s defense, which is
allowing only 15.2 points per

Despite Willis McGahee’s 111 yards rushing in his first NFL start,
Travis Henry will start for the Buffalo Bills when he is healthy.

game and is already missing start-
ing linebacker Chad Brown, who
broke his left leg in training
camp.

“It's a hit,” Holmgren said.
“There’s no question about it. He
was our number one acquisition
in the offseason. He brings a lot of
energy and started the season
well for us.”

Holmgren also said Monday
that wide receiver Bobby En-
gram sprained his left ankle and
might miss Sunday’s game at Ari-
zona.

Carswell suspended one game

DENVER — Denver Broncos
tight end Dwayne Carswell was
suspended for one game Monday
for violating the NFL’s personal
conduct policy, the result of plead-
ing guilty to battery after a fight
with his girlfriend last year.

Carswell was placed on proba-
tion for one year for the guilty
plea. He will be suspended with-
out pay for next Monday’s game
at Cincinnati and will be docked
an additional week’s salary.

The 11- -year veteran was arrest-
ed last July in Atlanta and origi-
nally charged with simple bat-

tery, domestic violence and ob-
struction of an officer. A court
complaint said he picked up his
girlfriend by the neck outside a
bar. The complaint also said the
‘woman was bitten on the arm.

Falcons’ Hall expects to play

FLOWERY BRANCH, Ga. —
Atlanta  Falcons cornerback
DeAngelo Hall, the No. 8 overall
draft pick, expects to play his first
NFL game Sunday after recover-
ing from a small fracture in his
left hip.

Hall was injured in an Aug. 28
preseason game against Cincin-
nati after batting down a pass. He
already had won the starting job
on the leﬁ side.

At the Falcons (5-1)
feared Hall would be out for as
long as 10 weeks, which would
have kept him out for the first
eight regular-season games. But
the recovery went much smooth-
er than expected.

“I feel like I've been 100 per-
cent for the last 2'> weeks,” Hall
said Monday, still sweating from
a workout. “I really haven't felt
anything [in the hip] for the last
month. But they wanted to take it
nice and slow.”

Sept. 24 that Williams must re repay
more than $8.6 million to the Dol-
phins for breaching his contract.
He has done without his $3.5 mil-
lion salary while traveling in Aus-
tralia and Asia.

Play the

l:hnfllmin;
WIN CASH!
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Delhomme takes blame for Panthers’ 1-4 record

BY JENNA FRYER
The Associated Press

CHARLOTTE, N.C. — When the fin-
ger-pointing begins in Carolina, quarterback
Jake Delhomme wants it to be in his direction.

Delhomme is shouldering the blame for the
Panthers’ 1-4 record, particularly after throw-
ing four interceptions in Sunday’s 30-8 loss at
Philadelphia.

“We’re not getting it done, especially offen-
sively, and it has to fall on the quarterback,”
he said. “I just felt extremely good about what
we were going to do out here, but it's just not
happening.

“We’re not carrying it over. 'm one that’s
not carrying it over. It’s hard for me to look

around and see who else might not be, when
certainly 'm not holding up close to my end of
the bargain.”

Delhomme leads the NFL with nine inter-
ceptions.

Carolina coach John Fox refused to place
the blame on his quarterback Monday.

“Each individual play, people have things
they have to execute,” Fox said. “I couldn’t
begin to put it all on him. That's the kind of
guy he is [to take the blame].

“But I know from my standpoint, I don’t feel
it's all him.”

Through five games this season, Delhomme
is 99-for-168 for 1,150 yards and seven touch-
downs.

A year ago he was 65-for-113 for 691 yards,
five touchdowns and five interceptions — and
the Panthers were 5-0.

But part of Carolina’s offensive problems
start with the overhauled offensive line,
where only two players from last season are
back. The replacements have not been stellar,
and Delhomme is constantly getting knocked
down or rushing throws from a quickly col-
lapsing pocket.

Delhomme would never use the line as an
excuse, and refused to blame his play Sunday
on a vicious hit he received from Jevon
Kearse in the second quarter. Replays
showed the tackle was helmet-to-helmet, al-
though the officials didn’t call it. Delhomme
appeared woozy after the play, and needed a
timeout to collect himself.
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Defense contributes in Rams win

BY BARRY WILNER
The Associated Press

ST. LOUIS — Big plays are what the St.
Louis Rams are all about.

Most of the time, those game-turning plays
come on offense. On Monday night, the Rams
got them from the defense, too, in a 28-21 vic-
tory over the Tampa Bay Buccaneers.

Torry Holt caught two long touchdown pass-
es, and Adam Archuleta returned a fumble 93
yards for a score — one of four takeaways for
St. Louis.

“Thal 's something we wanted to establish
as a defense,” Archuleta said. “We hadn’t
been getting turnovers through the preseason
and the first few games.”

St. Louis came into the game with only two
takeaways.

One week after a sensational late comeback
in a victory over Seattle, the Rams (4-2) moved
into sole possession of first place in the NFC
West, a half-game in front of the Seahawks.

“It’s very big,” Archuleta said of moving in
front of Seattle. “We had a couple tough losses
early in the year where we were kind of strug-
gling to get that momentum.”

The Bucs (1-5) got to the St. Louis 15 on the
final drive, but Aeneas Williams forced Tim
Brown’s fumble, and Jerametrius Butler re-
covered.

Holt beat double coverage to haul in a
36-yard pass from Marc Bulger with 10:46 re-
maining for the winning touchdown. The
All-Pro receiver had a 52-yard TD on the first
series and finished with six catches for 124
yards.

“We put it together tonight for some big
plays,” Holt said. “I wish we could wind it
back to '99 and make it look easy. But now it’s
a challenge to us as football players and as a
team to get those big plays.”

Marshall Faulk had his 100th career rush-
ing touchdown, a 1-yarder in the second quar-
ter that tied it 14-14.

Archuleta made his steal midway through
the third quarter, one play after Ian Gold’s
31-yard interception return put the Bucs at
the St. Louis 15. Michael Pittman ran left to
the 7, where he was stripped by the Rams safe-
ty, who sped untouched down the left sideline.

Bucs coach Jon Gruden challenged the play
to no avail.

“I think everybody in America could see he
was down,” Gruden said of Pittman.

“It’s very frustrating,” Pittman said. “I had
one of the biggest turnovers, and I feel bad
about it. I feel like I let my teammates down.

“Turnovers killed us.”

A fumble then helped the Bucs. Greg
Spires’ second sack of the game shook Bulger,

P

Torry Holt celebrates the first of his two touchdown catches, this one on the Rams’ first drive.
Holt scored the game-winner in the fourth quarter as St. Louis beat Tampa Bay on Monday night.

who lost the ball at his 20. Anthony McFar-
land recovered and it led to Will Heller's
1-yard TD catch, tying it 21-21 heading into
the fourth quarter.

Brian Griese was sharp and Michael Clay-
ton was sensational on Tampa Bay’s first two
touchdown drives. Griese completed his first
nine passes, including throws of 19 and 9
yards to the rookie on the first scoring drive,
which concluded with Mike Alstott’s 1-yard
power run. The march was set up by Torrie
Cox’s 59-yard kickoff return.

Early in the second quarter, Clayton beat
DeJuan Groce deep for 44 yards, setting up a
third-down S-yard toss to Pittman for a 14-7
lead.

St. Louis’ sloppiness was costly when an ille-
gal block penalty negated Shaun McDonald’s
82-yard punt return late in the first period. But
then the Bucs made a more critical mistake.

On third down from their 7, John Wade’s
snap never made it to Griese, even though the
quarterback was set up behind center, not in

the shotgun. Leonard Little dived on the ball
for St. Louis at the S.

It took the Rams four running plays to get
into the end zone, with Faulk stretching the
ball over the goal line for No. 100, the sixth
player to reach that mark

St. Louis opened the scoring on Bulger's
52-yarder to Holt just 2:20 into the game.

By halftime, Griese was 14-for-19 for 153
yards passing, but the score was 14-14. Tam-
pa’s Martin Gramatica missed field goals of
35 and 48 yards, both wide left, the second
miss caused partly by a poor snap.

Jeff Wilkins, who sprained his left ankle ear-
lier, was way short on a 56-yard attempt on
the final play of the half for the Rams. He also
missed wide right from 44 yards with 1:09 re-
maining in the game.

Griese finished 27-for-40 for 286 yards and
Clayton had eight receptions for 142 yards.

“Against a team like this, you can’t turn the
ball over like that,” Griese said. “It felt like we
did some good things offensively. Turnovers
hurt u:

Vikings will wait and see on Moss for Sunday

BY DAVE CAMPBELL

The Associated Press

EDEN PRAIRIE, Minn. —
Randy Moss could miss a game
for the first time in his NFL ca-
reer, but the Minnesota Vikings
won’t decide before Friday wheth-
er he'll be forced out by a
strained right hamstring.

Coach Mike Tice described the
injury as more than mild, but
Moss could be able to play a limit-
ed role in Sunday’s home game
against the Tennessee Titans.

“He’s a freak,” Tice said, “and
he heals really quick.”

Moss, who has played in 101
consecutive regular-season
games, leads the league with
eight touchdown catches. The
All-Pro receiver was hurt in the

second quarter of Sunday night's
game in New Orleans when he
tripped and fell after getting tan-
gled with Saints safety Jay Bel-
lamy on a pass that was intercept-
ed in the end zone.

Moss played on the Vikings
next possession, but he wasn't
thrown to and headed to the lock-
er room after that drive. He
cheered Minnesota’s 38-31 victo-
ry from the sideline, wearing a
gray track suit.

Meanwhile, rookie Mewelde
Moore will start again this week
at running back.

A knee injury has prevented
Michael Bennett from playing in
the regular season, and Onterrio
Smith has two games remaining
on his four-game sub-
stance-abuse suspension.

Moore, drafted in the fourth
round out of Tulane, has 201
yards rushing and 168 yards re-
ceiving the past two games.

Bennett ran for 1,296 yards in
2002 — the only year he didn’t
miss a game. He’s expected to
participate fully in practice, but
the Vikings won’t hesitate to give
him another week to heal.

“If Mike can’t go forward, he’s
not going to suit up,” coach Mike
Tice said.

A seven-year veteran, Moss has
had recurring ankle sprains
throughout his career and was
bothered by a sore foot at the end
of last season. But he has played
in every game — preseason, regu-
lar season and playoffs — for the
Vikings since they drafted him
with the 21st overall pick in 1998.

Though Tice isn’t concerned
about Moss missing practice this
week, he doesn’t want the injus
to linger and cost Minnesota (4-1)

er.

ater.

“I know he wants to play in
some type of role, but at the same
time T have to do what's best for
the team in the long run,” Tice
said.

Moss was unavailable for com-
ment on Monday.

“I'm hoping and praying he'll
be back out there,” quarterback
Daunte Culpepper said. “If he’s
well enough to play, I'm prettv
sure he’s going to be playing.”

Despite missing Moss for the
second half at New Orleans, the
Vikings didn’t slow down. Culpep-
per finished with a career-high
425 yards and five touchdowns,
and Minnesota scored 24 points
after Moss got hurt.
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Rice gets wish; Raiders send him to Seattle

BY JANIE MCCAULEY

The Associated Press

ALAMEDA, Calif. — Jerry
Rice is leaving the Bay Area,
where he quickly developed into
the greatest receiver in NFL histo-
ry with a relentless work ethic
that still defines him today.

Disgruntled for weeks about a
lack of playing time for the strug-
gling Oakland Raiders, Rice got
his wish Monday when they trad-
ed him to a contender: the Seattle
Seahawks. The move reunites
him with Seattle coach Mike
Holmgren, Rice’s former offen-
sive coordinator in San Fran-
cisco.

The trade will be finalized after
Rice undergoes a physical and
the league gives its approval. An
NFL source, speaking on the con-
dition of anonymity, said the Raid-

ers expected to receive a condi-
tional seventh-round draft pick
for Rice but the final details were
still being worked out.

The Seahawks, who had not
made any announcement Mon-
day night, will owe Rice the re-
mainder of his $1.35 million base
salary this season.

The 42-year-old Rice, in his
20th NFL season, said goodbye to
his teammates Monday, even sign-
ing autographs for some before
leaving. A trophy and his belong-
ings remained in his locker.

“Yeah, we knew,” fullback
Zack Crockett, one of Rice’s long-
time friends, said in a phone inter-
view. “Right now, everything is
so fresh. This is a real sad day.
You lose a lot of close friends as
well. We'll definitely miss him.”

In one dramatic day, the last of
Oakland’s old guard was swept
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away. Earlier, injured quarter-
back Rich Gannon announced he
won’t return to the field for the
Raiders this season because of a
broken vertebra in his neck.

Gannon _acknowledged  that
with longtime receiver Tim
Brown already gone and Rice vir-
tually out the door — and his own
football future uncertain — this
could mark the end of a special
era for the Silver and Black.

“You could look at it that way,”
Gannon said. “Obviously, when
you hire a new coach there are
some changes. I want to think of it
as a beginning of an era.”

Rice asked last week to be trad-
ed before Tuesday’s deadline be-
cause he knew his role the rest of
the season would continue to be
minimal in coach Norv Turner’s
offense.  Earlier ~ Monday,
Holmgren said the team was look-
ing into a deal.

“I would think it would give
any team a boost, but really it’s
up to the Raiders” Holmgren
said. “It’s really their call.”

Holmgren was Rice’s offensive
coordinator from 1989-91 with
the 49ers, and Holmgren was San
Francisco’s quarterbacks coach
starting in Rice’s second season
with the team in 1986.

Seattle was a logical destina-
tion for Rice because he knows
Holmgren’s offense and the Sea-
hawks could use some help at re-
ceiver.

Rice wanted to play for a team
that will give him a greater role,
and Holmgren has agreed to pro-
vide him with a fresh start.

Rice has gone without a catch
in three of five games this season,
including Sunday’s 31-3 loss to
Denver when he didn’t even get a
pass thrown his way. His record

receptions streak ended at 274 in
Week 2 against Buffalo.

Rice seemed incredibly con-
flicted after Sunday’s game, alter-
nately talking in the past, present
and future tenses about his
three-plus seasons with the Raid-
ers. He spoke about what he
could do to help turn around Oak-
land’s 2-4 record, but also ex-
pressed appreciation for 20 years
of support from Bay Area fans.

Rice realizes the Raiders are fo-
cused on developing their young
receivers: Jerry Porter, Ronald
Curry, Doug Gabriel and Alvis
Whitted.

But Rice still believes he can be
productive.

“They know each other, and
Mike was interested in Jerry be-
fore he signed with the Raiders,”
Rice’s agent, Jim Steiner, said
Monday afternoon. “He will know
the offense if that’s where he ends
up, and he'll fit right in.”

Gannon won’t return this year

BY JANIE MCCAULEY
The Associated Press

ALAMEDA, Calif. —Rich Gan-
non will not return to the field for
the Oakland Raiders this season
because of a broken vertebra in
his neck.

The quarterback, who turns 39
in December, saw four of the
country’s top neck and spine spe-
cialists in the past couple of
weeks and was told he shouldn’t
try to play again this year.

But Gannon didn’t rule out a re-
turn next season and wasn't
ready to say he’s going to retire.

“After visiting with these pro-
fessionals and these experts, i's
been brought to my attention that
it's the general consensus that a
return to action this season is un-
realistic,” Gannon said Monday,
speaking publicly for the first
time since getting hurt in a hel-
met-to-helmet hit Sept. 26. “As
far as my future, I'm just not real-

ly in a position to speculale be-
yond the 2004 season.”

Gannon will still make $4.5 mil-
lion base salary this season be-
cause he’s a vested veteran. He re-
structured his $7 million contract
last month by converting $2.5 mil-
lion into unlikely-to-be-earned in-
centives for salary-cap purposes.

Gannon was knocked out of the
game in the first quarter of the
Raiders’ 30-20 win over Tampa
Bay last month after being hit by
linebacker Derrick Brooks. The
Raiders originally said Gannon
would be out at least eight weeks.
Kerry Collins is playing in his
place.

“It’s good to have it out of the
way, and good for him,” left
guard Frank Middleton said of
Gannon. “Now Collins knows this
is his team, and we're going to
ride and die with him.”

This was supposed to be Gan-
non’s comeback season.

The 2002 NFL MVP was hurt in

a 17-10 loss to Kansas City last
Oct. 20, and had shoulder surgery
in November, finishing the sea-
son on injured reserve. This off-
season was the most productive
in his 17-year career as he
worked his way back.

The Raiders had not yet placed
Gannon on injured reserve.

“It's extremely disappointing,”
said Gannon, wearing a hard neck
brace he’ll need for about six
weeks. “T don’t think a lot of peo-
ple realize just what went ino it,
and the night of the injury I think
people saw the excruciating pain
on my face. ... I put a lot of effort
and energy into coming back.”

Gannon said he knew the inju-
ry was significant right away, but
never felt numbness in his ex-
tremities.

Gannon will discuss his future
in football with his wife, Shelley,
and the couple’s two daughters.

“I have no regrets if that Sun-
day night game was my last,” Gan-
non said.

Titans Brown, MeNair should be OK

BY TERESA M. WALKER
The Associated Press

NASHVILLE, Tenn. — The
Tennessee Titans finally got some
good news about injuries on Mon-
day.

Coach Jeff Fisher said running
back Chris Brown, who left with
an injured right shoulder midway
the third quarter of Sunday’s
20-10 loss to Houston, should be
fine. Brown is still sore, but he
has feeling back in his right arm.

The second-leading rusher in
the NFL will get a chance to an-
swer the biggest question he has
faced since replacing Eddie
George, who never missed a start
in eight seasons: Just how dura-
ble is he? And can he endure inju-
ries without missing games? Fish-
er acknowledged he is concerned.

“What you have to watch now is
how he comes back this week. . ..
That was quite a collision,” Fish-

er said after Brown left Texans
safety Jason Simmons with a con-
cussion Sunday.

“He seems to feel like he got
the best of it. I beg to differ with
him,” Fisher said. “I turned over,
he was sitting in the same place
on the bench the rest of the half.
If he comes back from this, like I
expect him to, that’s the impor-
tant thing.”

Brown played only the first half
of the season-opening victory
over Miami after spraining his
left ankle, but he hasn’t missed a
start. He also has run for at least
100 yards in four of six starts.

Steve McNair, coming off a
four-interception  performance,
hurt his chest again. Fisher said
this injury is lower in his chest
than the bruised sternum that put
McNair in the hospital for two
nights last month, but it shouldn’t
be a problem.

Other good news Monday in-
cluded an MRI on safety Tank
Williams’  sore knee, = which
showed no damage.

With Brown and McNair look-
ing good for next week, Fisher
now can worry about the rest of
his squad in a season where mere
survival, not the playoffs, is the
priority. Injuries have wracked
the linebackers and receivers,
with tight end the latest position
hit.

Top tight end Erron Kinney
will miss his fourth straight game
with a strained right calf when
the Titans (2-4) visit Minnesota
(4-1) next week, and Shad Meier
will need at least two weeks to re-
cuperate after his appendectomy
Sunday.

That leaves only rookie Ben
Troupe.

“Obvlously, we have to get cre-
ative with the plan. With extra
days to do that and practice time,
I think we’ll be OK,” Fisher said.
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Nearly perfect not nearly enough

Williams’ gem
goes for naught
as Astros win

BY JAIME ARON
The Associated Press

HOUSTON — Woody Williams
did everything the St. Louis Cardi-
nals could have asked of a starter
facing the Houston Astros.

He kept Carlos Beltran in the
ballpark — and off the bases. He
kept Lance Berkman hitless for
the first time this postseason.

He allowed just one hit in seven
innings, going three-up,
three-down in three of them.
None of the four baserunners he
allowed got past second base.

He had the longest start for the
Cardinals in the NL champion-
ship series, gwmg ‘much-needed
rest to the bullpe;

e did it all with a nagging
calf injury.

The best outing of his_life?

Woody Williams allowed only one hit in seven innings against Houston
on Monday night. After Williams left, Houston rallied to win 3-0.

es, 53 for strikes. The secret to his
success? “I was able to locate the
ball on both sides of the plate and
make my pitches,” Williams said.
“In the past, I haven’t had that
kind of location.”

The Astros came out swinging,
with the first four batters all tak-
ing whacks at Williams' first
It did them little, good,

Beltran, the No. 2 hitter, pound-
ed aball to the left-field gap and it
only went to the warning track,
an early sign that this was going
to be Williams’ night. Even after
Jeff Bagwell followed with a sin-
gle, Williams got Berkman to
ground out.

When he walked Brad Ausmus
to open the third, Williams strand-
ed him there.

The closest thing he had to a
jam came in the fourth, when
Berkman walked with one out
and Morgan Ensberg was hit by a
pitch with two outs. It wasn’t a
problem, though, as Williams got
Jose Vizcaino to ground out to

A

irs
Williams forgot about his throb-
bing calf when Beltran opened

Maybe. But considering St. Louis
ended up losing 3-0 Monday night
in Game 5, putting the Cardinals
down 3-2 in the best-of-seven se-
ries, Williams was in no mood to
savor what he’d done.

“I haven't had time to think
about it,” he said. “I just know I
put up seven zeros, but I got out-
matched.”

As superb as Williams was,
Houston starter Brandon Backe
was even better. He was perfect
through 13 batters and didn’'t
allow a hit until two outs in the
sixth inning. He went eight in-
nings, handing off to closer Brad
Lidge in the ninth.

St. Louis closer Jason Isring-
hausen took over in the eighth
and lost it in the ninth by allowing

a three-run homer to Jeff Kent
wlth one out.

his is tough to swallow,” Will-
1ams said.

The Cardinals lost for just the
fourth time in Williams’ last 22
starts. That includes victories in
the openers of the first-round se-
ries against Los Angeles and

ame 1 of this series.

“I knew I was going to throw a
good game because I like having
pressure on me,” Williams said.
“It wasn’t as good as the other
guy threw, though, but I left it all
out there.”

As amazing as Williams’ perfor-
mance was to those who saw it, it
was even more impressive to ev-
eryone in the dugout. Only they
knew that Williams strained a

calf muscle running to first base
while batting in the top of the
third inning.

Williams said it was no big
deal, but manager Tony La Russa
said there were questions each in-
ning about whether he’d be able
to return to the mound.

“You’re not supposed to use the
word ‘hero’ in sports, at was
a heroic performance with his
calf bothering him the way it
was,” La Russa said.

Game 6 is in St. Louis on
Wednesday night and the Cardi-
nals can only hope Matt Morris is
anywhere close to as good as Will-
iams was if they’re to salvage a se-
ries they were leading 2-0.

Williams ~ walked two and
struck out four. He threw 94 pitch-

the sixth by smacking a hard
grounder between first baseman
Albert Pujols and the line. Pujols
dived and the ball rolled off his
glove. He picked it up and fired to
Williams at the bag, getting the
out while the speedy Beltran was
in his final stride.

Williams followed by striking
out Bagwell and getting Berkman
to fly out. Even if the calf pain
flared up, it didn’t matter because
he was due up third in the inning

La Russa had to use a
pmch hitter to try stirring the of-

It s not much consolation, but
‘Williams did earn a piece of base-
ball lore. The teams combined for
only four hits, fewest in any post-
season game.

Kent: Pitchers limit hits to fewest in postseason

KENT, FROM BACK PAGE

“It was really a well-played game,
well-pitched game,” Cardinals manager Tony
La Russa said. “Brutal ending.”

Too bad not a whole lot of people may have
seen it. Most baseball fans in the country got
the New York-Boston game in the ALCS, and
surely some people in St. Louis watched the
Rams-Tampa Bay NFL matchup.

Before this night, the postseason record for
fewest hits was five, accomplished three
times in the World Series, including Don Lars-
en’s perfect game in 1956.

It was even until Beltran singled off Jason
Isringhausen in the ninth and stole second
with one out, prompting the walk to Berkman.

“We've been struggling to get offense all
day, both teams,” Kent said. “Both teams
know how to hit, the pitching just shut us
down all day long. To finally come up with a
hit is big.

Backe, who started the season in the mi-
nors, allowed one single in eight innings and
Brad Lidge worked a perfect ninth for a com-
bined one-hitter.

“T just got into a rhythm, a groove," Backe
said. “T had really good command.

‘Williams matched him for seven mnmgs al-
lowing only Jeff Bagwell’s single in the first.
Both starters struck out four and walked two
in a rematch of Game 1, won by Williams.

“T just know I put up seven zeros, but I got
outmatched,” Williams said.

Lidge pitched for the third straight day, add-

ing a victory to his two saves in the series. Is-
ringhausen relieved in the eighth, and wound
up with the loss.

“I knew it was out when it left the bat,” Is-
ringhausen said.

Beltran’s record streak of homers in post-
season games ended at five, though he gave it
aride in his first at-bat. But he showed off all
his other attributes, including two outstanding
catches.

Sluggers ruled the first four games, combin-
ing for 19 homers.

Backe put a stop to the Cardinals’ fun, limit-
ing them to Tony Womack’s two-out single in
the sixth.

The Astros won for the 22nd time in their
last 23 home games.

Fans simply didn’t want to leave the stadi-
um at the end, hanging around inside to cele-
brate.

While pitching dominated, Beltran provid-
ed the highlights until Kent’s third homer of
the NLCS.

The All-Star center fielder and
soon-to-be-free agent made the play of the
game with two outs and no one on in the sev-
enth, racing to his right for a diving, backhand-
ed catch to rob Edgar Renteria.

Beltran raised his glove, left fielder Craig
Biggio lifted his mitt and Backe punched the
air. To a standing ovation, Beltran casually
trotted to the dugout and flipped the ball into
the seats.

In the eighth, Beltran ran back and halfway

up the quirky hill in dead center to haul in
Reggie Sanders’ shot in front of the in-play
flag pole, about 420 feet from the plate.

About the only thing Beltran did not do was
hit another home run. He made a bid for it, hit-
ting a long fly ball to left that Sanders caught
on the warning track.

cke and Wl_lllams both looked far from
overpowering, mainly relying on breaking
balls to get outs. Even so, they were virtually
unhittable.

Backe, a former schoolboy football star in
Texas and an outfielder in y SYs-
tem, befuddled the Cardinals from &he start.
He set down the first 13 batters before walk-
ing Jim Edmonds in the fifth, and did not
allow a hit until Womack pulled a single past
diving first baseman Bagwi

After Larry Walker Walked Backe faced his
first jam when Albert Pujols stepped to the
plate. That brought pitching coach Jim Hick-
ey to the mound, and he’d just gotten back to
the dugout when Pujols popped up to end the

inn

ing

The final out brought a roar from the crowd
and chants of “Back-e! Back-e!” His father,
Harold, was so fired up he charged over from
his seat and gave a loud high-five to the ball-
park public-address announcer.

“It was a strong, almost miracle perfor-
mance from a guy who was born to do this,”
his dad said.

Not bad for a guy who won only five games
in the majors this season.

“He pitched a greal game. It doesn’t sur-
prise me,” Beltran said
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Ortiz sets off another wild celebration

Slugger’s single
in 14th reduces
Red Sox deficit
in ALCS to 3-2

BY RONALD BLUM
The Associated Press

BOSTON — David Ortiz_had
just lifted the 471st pitch of the
night into center field for the win-
ning hit, setting off another wild
celebration, just as improbable as
the one he started the night be-
fore.

Boston had rallied to beat the
New York Yankees again, need-
ing 14 innings for a 5-4 victory
that took S hours, 49 minutes, a
postseason record.

Now, as the jubilant Red Sox
and dejected Yankees came off
the field at Fenway Park late Mon-
day night, knowing they were
scheduled to play again in New
York in just 21 hours, they had to
wonder: Who can even pitch Tues-
day night after Boston starter
Curt Schilling and the Yankees’
Jon Lieber leave Game 6?

“Schilling’s pitch count might
be 180,” Red Sox manager Terry
Francona said.

Think everyone was exhausted
after Aaron Boone’s 11th-inning
homer won Game 7 for the Yan-
kees last year? Both teams are
dragging themselves to Yankee
Stadium.

“Everybody’s tired,” New York
catcher Jorge Posada said. “Their
team, our team.”

Rain was forecast for Tuesday
night. Both teams could surely
use the rest a rainout would bring
after three games in Boston that
saw 1,298 pitches, 82 hits and 29
pitching changes over 35 innings.

“I think it will be good to go
back home and gain some energy
from the home crowd,” Yankees
third baseman Alex Rodriguez
said. “Three days here, it feels
like we've been here a month.”

None of the other 25 teams that
fell behind 3-0 in a postseason se-
ries has ever come back to win. In
fact, Boston is only the third to
force a sixth game.

“We're going out there with no
pressure,”  Boston’s  Johnny
Damon said. “We've done stuff
we’re not supposed to be doing
right now.”

Turns out last October’s epic
was only a prequel, with this

AP

David Ortiz swings at a two-out pitch in the 14th inning Monday night (top left), then exults (bottom left) as
the ball falls to give the Red Sox a 5-4 victory over the Yankees. Johnny Damon, who scored from second on
the play, gets a hero's welcome at the plate as Boston trimmed New York’s lead in the ALCS to 3-2.

year’s series mirroring the sea-
son. New York burst out to win
the first three games, and Boston
is desperately trying to catch up.

Just 21% hours after Ortiz’s
12th-inning homer off Paul Quant-
rill at 1:22 a.m. gave Boston a 6-4
victory in Game 4, the Boston
slugger fouled off six pitches be-
fore singling to drive in the win-
ning run off Esteban Loaiza.

“The last two nights shows the
depth, the character, the heart,
the guts of our ballclub,” winner
Tim Wakefield said. “It took
every ounce of whatever we had
left to win tonight’s game and to
win last night’s game.”

This time, Boston was six outs
from elimination before Ortiz’s
leadoff homer off Tom Gordon
and Jason VariteK’s sacrifice fly
off Mariano Rivera tied it 4-4 in
the eighth.

The next six innings were ago-
nizingly tense, filled with a dou-
ble play, three passed balls in one
inning, two Red Sox runners
thrown out trying to steal second
and 10 runners left on base.

‘When it was over, New York
had stranded 18 runners and the
Red Sox 12. The two games con-
sumed 26 innings lasting 10
hours, 51 minutes.

Just a night after throwing S0

pitches, Boston cluser Keith
Foulke threw 22 mq Rivera,
who blew a save for lhe second
straight night and the third time
this postseason, pitched two in-
nings for the second straight
game.

The Yankees took a 4-2 lead in
the sixth when Derek Jeter poked
a three-run double to right on
Pedro Martinez’s 100th pitch but
were shut out over the last eight
innings by Mike Timlin, Foulke,
Bronson Arroyo, Mike Myers,
Alan Embree and Wakefield.

Gary Sheffield struck out lead-
ing off the 13th but reached on a
passed ball, and two more passed

balls by Varitek on Wakefield’s
knuckler left runners on second
and third.

But after the ball nearly got
away from Varitek again, pop-
ping out of the catcher’s glove but
staying near the plate, Wakefield
escaped by striking out Ruben Si-
erra on a 70 mph knuckler.

Wakefield, who gave up
Boone’s homer last year, followed
with a 1-2-3 14th.

“In the last inning, he was on
fumes,” Francona said.

Damon started the winning
rally by drawing a one-out walk,
and Manny Ramirez walked with
two outs. Ortiz then fouled off six
pitches, including one that just
missed being a home run down
the right-field line, before bloop-
ing a single.

“There’s nothing you can do,”
Loaiza said. “It was a great pitch,
a broken bat, and it floated over
second base.”

Half the Red Sox ran to greet
Damon coming home. The others
mobbed Ortiz halfway to second

“I was thinking I'd better get it
done right here,” Ortiz said.
“They’ve got too many hitters
that can change the game with
one swing.”

The Yankees, who got a solo
homer from Bernie Williams in
the second, could have broken the
game open after Jeter’s double,
but Trot Nixon prevented more
damage with a sliding catch of
Hideki Matsui’s sinking drive to
right with the bases loaded.

New York, 1-for-13 with run-
ners in scoring position, missed a
chance to take the lead in the
ninth when Tony Clark’s two-out
drive to right hopped over the low
fence for a ground-rule double
that left runners at second and
third. Foulke then retired Miguel
Cairo on a foul pop.

Boston tried to change its peren-
nially bad luck, with switch-hitter
Varitek  hitting  right-handed
against right-hander Mike Mussi-
na and Kevin Millar trimming his
billy-goat beard.

Mussina allowed Ortiz’s RBI
single in the first and a bases-load-
ed walk to Varitek, then pitched
five shutout innings before six re-
lievers followed. The Yankees
sent Licber home during the
game to get rest for Tuesday.

“We were going to play until
there was nobody left standing,”
Mussina said. “You've got start-
ers going out there. You've got
guys throwing three and four in-
nings one day and throwmg two
or three again the next day.”

Tim Wakefield was the winning
pitcher for Boston Monday night.

Ayear later, Wakefield gets one to savor

The Associated Press

BOSTON — Tim Wakefield al-
ready had left far behind the
home run that Aaron Boone hit
off him last October to give the
New York Yankees the American
League championship.

Now Wakefield has a more
pleasant playoff memory.

Wakefield rescued the over-
worked Boston Red Sox bullpen
by holding the Yankees scoreless
in the last three innings of a 5-4,

14-inning victory over New York
on Monday night. That sent the
best-of-seven series back to Yan-
kee Stadium for Game 6 Tuesday
night with New York leading 3-2.

“I just tried, basically, to keep
us in the game as long as possi-
ble,” Wakefield, Boston’s seventh
pitcher of the night, said.

“After (my) second inning, they
asked me how I felt and I said,
“T'll give you what I've got.’ ”

That turned out to be just

enough as because David Ortiz
singled in the winning run in the
bottom of the 14th, Ortiz gave
plenty of credit to Wakefield, a

“He didn't deserve to lose that
game,” Boston catcher Jason
Varitek said. “We lost that game
as a team.”

sml the Red Sox were thrilled
who allowed one

starter all season.
“«
amazing,” Ortiz said. “I'm so

happy for him. He wore them
down.”

Wakefield had an outstanding
postseason last year until Oct. 16,
when Boone’s homer gave the
Yankees a 6-5 victory in the 11th
inning of Game 7.

hn, one walk and struck out four,
pitched so well Monday night.

“He’s certainly a guy that's
easy to root for,” Boston outfield-
er Gabe Kapler said. “He’s not
selfish. He’s so versatile and is
willing to do whatever the team
needs.”
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Kent becomes Superman

Astros lead NLCS 3-2 after HR i in ninth ends pitchers’ duel

BY BEN WALKER
The Associated Press

HOUSTON — Only when Bran-
don Backe and Woody Williams
were done did the hitters have
any chance.

That’s when Jeff Kent stepped
up and put the Houston Astros
one win from the World Series.

Pitching suddenly took over
these playoffs Monday night,
when Backe and Williams hooked
up in one of the greatest October
duels — only four hits in all, the
fewest ever in a postseason game.
Kent ended it, launching a
three-run homer in the ninth in-
ning to lift the Astros over St.
Louis 3-0 for a 3-2 edge in the NL
championship series.

Each team had only one single
until Houston came to bat in the
bottom of the ninth.

“He was on tonight, just like I
was,” Backe said. “When you feel
as good as I did out there and felt
in the rhythm that I was in, you
just feel like nobody can hit you.”

Neither team’s sluggers did
anything until Carlos Beltran —
who else? — led off the ninth with
asingle. After an intentional walk
to Lance Berkman with one out,
Kent hammered a ball off the
limestone facade in left field.

Kent flipped his bat after he
connected, tossed off his helmet
as he headed home and said,
“One more, one more.”

He was right. Because after the
Astros’ third straight win, one
more victory will put them in the
World Series for the first time.

Game 6 will be back in St.
Louis on Wednesday, with Matt
Morris starting for St. Louis.
Roger Clemens may pitch on
three days’ rest for the Astros —
manager Phil Garner said he will
announce his choice on Tuesday’s DALLAS MORNING NEWS/AP

off-day. Jeff Kent sets off a wild celebration among Astros teammates and fans with his game-winning, three-run home run in the bottom of the ninth inning
SEE KENT ON PAGE 34 against the Cardinals in Game 5 of the NLCS on Monday. Houston now leads the series 3-2 with Game 6 Wednesday in St. Louis.
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Red Sox’s Ortiz
does it again,
keeps Boston

from elimination
with extra-inning
hit in Game 5,
sending ALCS

back to New York
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Raiders ship
Rice to Seahawks
on same day
Gannon says
he won’t return
from neck injury

this season
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